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Gheorghe Gata, Alexandru Dragoman

THE NEOLITHIC POTTERY FROM VADASTRA:
A TECHNOLOGICAL STUDY

Introduction

With few exceptions', both in Romania, and in Bulgaria, most studies on the
Vadastra pottery were dominated by the typo-chronological method2 As they were
mainly interested in the chronological stages of pottery development, Romanian
archaeologists have used evolutionary concepts and ethnic interpretations for analysing
the Vadastra material. The core of the approach has been the principle of ‘pottery style =
chronology = culture = ethnic group In the present article we wish to tackle some
aspects on the Vadastra pottery manufacture. These aspects have largely been ignored
by Romanian archaeologists viz. clay sources, pot modelling, firing and so on.

Site location (Fig. 1)

The Neolithic settlement of Vadastra—Magura Fetelor lies in the south of
Romania, in the Oltenian Plain (part of the Romanian Piain), 14 km north-west of the
town of Corabia, on a hill named by locals Dealul Cismelei. It stands on the Bailesti

= VADASTRA

Fig. 1. Location of the area of study (redrawn after Gata and Mateescu 1992a, PI. I).

! E g. Gata, Mateescu 1992a; van As et al. 2005.

Eg Nestor 1932, p. 56-57; Berciu 1939, p. 37-49; 1961, p. 50-58; 1966, p. 93-98; Nica 1970; 1971;
1976; 1997; Nica, Ciuca 1986, p. 66 ff.; 1989, p. 29 ff.; Elenskl 1998; Comsa 1998-2000; Naidenova
2000; 2005; Gherghov 2001; Boroneant 2005
3 Ellis 1996, p. 76.



6 Gheorghe Gata, Alexandru Dragoman

terrace, one of the medium terraces of the Danube. To the north Dealul Cigsmelei is
bordered by the Obarsia stream flowing from west to east’. Today, Magura is almost
round-shaped with a north-south diametre of 54.50 m and the east-west one of 50.50 m
and a height of 1.40 m. The altitude from the sea level is 82.50 m and 12-14 m above the
Obarsia stream meadow®.

State of research

As resulted from the excavations reports, the main goal of those who conducted
the excavations in the settlement of Vadastra—Magura Fetelor was establishing and later
checking the relative chronology of the site. The settlement was first surveyed by Vasile
Christescu in 1926°. As Christescu’s excavations failed to lead to any conclusions from a
stratigraphical point of view, in 1934 Dumitru Berciu conducted new surveys’, that led to
the identification of two Neolithic layers which he named Vadastra | (characterized by
channelled pottery) and Vadastra |l (characterized by excised pottery). According to
Berciu one cannot make a clear distinction between the two layers. The pottery
decorated with channellings occurs also in the lower levels of Iag/er II, where it associates
with the excised pottery, but later decreases and vanishes”. The excavations were
resumed in 1946 by Corneliu N. Mateescu, who continued the researches — with some
interruptions — until 1974°. The anthropogenic deposits are about three meters thick in
the center of the hillock, getting thinner and thinner (till 0.50 m thick) as the hillock gets
farther. Mateescu provided the following stratigraphic sequence:

1. Paleolithic layer with a maximum thickness of 0.60 m'®.

2. ‘Medium layer’ with no archaeological material — with a maximum thickness of
0.45-0.50 m.

3. Vadastra | layer (Neolithic): 0.40-0.04 m thick, pervaded by many later pits
(Vadastra Il: some of them are 3.50 m in diameter and 1.50 m deep), the very reason
why the material is mixed to a large extent. In this layer he uncovered ‘pit-houses’, pits,
as well as a ditch suposed to have surrounded the settlement.

4. Vadastra Il layer (Neolithic): 0.80-0.06 m thick and could have had more
levels, that were not noticed. In this layer he uncovered a two-room house with a
verandah built of a pole skeleton with wattle bound with clay, remains from other
destroyed houses built in the same way, many pits, a kiln etc.

5. Salcuta layer (Copper Age) with a thickness of 0.65-0.05 m. On Maégura
Fetelor, the upper part of this layer has been destroyed by ploughing and erosion.

6. Mediaeval Age dwelling traces: the XIV", XVII'"™ and XVIII™ centuries'’. The
lower part of this layer has been preserved on the terrace.

The analyses of the soil samples taken from the excavations conducted in 1965
on Magura Fetelor'? proved that, from top to bottom, in the culture layers the clay ranges
between 20 and 33 %. The loess in the ‘medium layer’, the Paleolithic one and that from
the ‘live soil’ is richer in clay (the proportion is 33 %) than that in the Neolithic layers. At
the same time, the plasticity ratio of the ‘medium layer’ and of the Paleolithic one has

4 Mateescu 1970b, p. 67.

% Mateescu 1970a, p. 52.

® Christescu 1927-1932, p. 169-205.

" Berciu 1934, p. 75-79; 1937, p. 1-9.

® Berciu 1937, p. 4.

® Mateescu 1949; 1959a; 1959b; 1961a; 1961b; 1962a; 1962b; 1965; 1970a; 1970b; 1970c; 1972;
1973; 1978; Protopopescu-Pake et al. 1969, p. 136-149.

1% See Paunescu 1999-2000 with the previous literature.

" See Mateescu 1960; 1963; 1968; 1970d; Mateescu, Comanescu 1972; 1973; Comanescu, Mateescu
1970; 1970-1971.

12 Protopopescu-Pake et al. 1969, p. 151-152.
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higher values (16.0 %-18.5 %) by comparison with the values obtained for the Neolithic
layers (12.5-15.5 %). All that made the auhtor of the excavations believe that many iden-
tified pits were dug during the Neolithic in order to draw out clay for the manufacturing of
vessels'®. In this article we are going to prove that this assertion cannot be maintained.

According to Mateescu, the Vadastra | layer is characterized by fine black/
greyish pottery decorated with channellings or with incised bands with dots filled with
white paste (the so-called Vinéa style), while the Vadastra |l layer is characterized by
black/brown pottery decorated with excised motifs. Therefore, he divided the ‘Vadastra
culture’ in two phases (I and Il). On some fragments found in the upper part of the
Vadastra | layer the decoration made up of channellings is associated with excised
decoration. The surface-roughened ware occurs in both layers.

Despite the informations published by Mateescu, we should keep in mind that the
above mentioned pottery groups might be contemporaneous. Following the excavations
conducted at Hotarani, Berciu and Marin Nica stated that the old name of Vadastra | and
Vadastra Il no longer renders the reality and that channelled black and grey pottery
occurs in all the layers™. At the same time, starting from his excavations (e.g. at
Farcasu-de-Sus) Nica observed that in the first phase of the so-called Vadastra culture,
channelled pottery and the excised one coexist and that sometimes the excised
decoration is combined with the channelled one on the same pot'®. Unfortunately, all
these datings are based on the stylistic analysis of the materials without presenting in
detail the contexts where they have been found. Good contextual data come from the
recent excavations carried out by a British-Romanian team in the Teleorman River
Valley: for instance, one of the Vadastra features (C 222 found at Magura—Buduiasca
(Teleor 003) contains both channelled and excised pottery '°.

We believe that more secure informations could be obtained by direct dating of
Neolithic pottery'” or by relating the pottery with the C-14 datas from the same contexts.
As an example, in the case of pottery deposited in a sacrificial fen at the Funnel-Beaker
site of Skogsmossen (central Sweden), 15 AMS-datings of organic remains on potsherds
have suggested that the design of the pottery had been more dependent on social rather
than on chronological factors'®. As Johannes Miiller has noted for the Neolithic and Early
Bronze Age pottery from Central-Elbe-Saale region, ‘[...] stilistisch-typologische
Beobachtungen sind nicht nur chronologisch, sondern als Teile sozialer Zeichensysteme
zu bewerten. Erst mit typologien-abhdngigen Datierungsmethoden sind diese typo-
Iogisch-séilistischen Inventargruppen chronologisch einzuordnen und Zeitphasen zuzu-
ordnen.’

Chronology

On the basis of the excavation results a series of synchronisms were
established. In the first Neolithic layer Mateescu found Boian-Bolintineanu pottery and a
few fragments belonging to the Linear Pottery with Musical Notes (Notenkopf). In the
second Neolithic layer the author of the excavation found Boian-Giulesti sherds.
Although until now there is only one radiocarbon date for the Vadastra-Magura Fetelor

3 E.g. Protopopescu-Pake et al. 1969, p. 151, p. 152; Mateescu 1965, p. 260; 1970a, p. 56, p. 58;
1970b, p. 70, p. 71.
'“ Berciu 1966, p. 97; Nica 1971, p. 31.
'> E.g. Nica 1976, p. 94, p. 96.
:3 Andreescu, Bailey 2005, p. 225.
See Bonsall et al. 2002.
18 Haligren, Possnert 1997.
'S Muiller 2000, p. 119.
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site, from Vadastra Il layer®®, we mention that in his book on the Neolithic and Copper
Age houses in south-east Europe, Clemens Lichter assigned the house uncovered in the
eponymous settlement to Datierungsgruppe 2, that is 5500-4700 CAL. BC?'. On the
basis of corroborating the data on the relative chonology and the existing radlocarbon
data for other Neolithic sites at the Lower Danube, the Vadastra settlements were dated
between 5200 and 4900 CAL. BC?*.

Analytical methods

The present article is based on the tests performed on 1172 diagnostic sherds
and fragmentary vessels selected by Mateescu from the excavations he conducted at
Vadastra. They derive both from the Neolithic layers, and from various identified
features. For the sake of comparison 43 figurines (9 from Vadastra | contexts and 34
from Vadastra |l contexts) have been also analysed?®

The average thickness of the sherds was determined by the value obtained as
an arithmetic average of all the individual measurements made with the gauge, with a
0.1 mm precision®. The porosity was determined by a 24 hour water absorption and
expressed in percentages as related to the initial weight of the pottery fragments.

Two indexes were calculated: the porosity index and the modelling one. The
porosity index was calculated as a porosity/average sherd thickness ratio. It
estimates the amount of vegetal mass added to the paste. The modelling index was
calculated as a standard deviation of the individual measurements of the average
thickness, and is an estimation of the evenness of the thickness of the sherd walls.
The results of the physical tests and of the indexes were used for selecting the
sherds for chemical tests, X-ray diffraction tests and infrared absorption tests. 138
chemical tests were performed of some extracts in hydrochloric acid 6N treating one
gram sample — thoroughly cut into pieces — with 20 ml hydrochloric acid. The solution
was kept for an hour on boiling water by stirring from time to time, filtered
immediately, and washed with 5 % hydrochloric acid until collecting 100 ml. magne-
sium, calcium, strontium and iron were dosed by atomic absorption. The X-ray
diffraction patterns were obtained by always using the same conditions of the equip-
ment. 231 pottery samples and sources were broken up roughly and deposited on
glass blades. The intensities of the lines from 4.26 KX (quartz) to 3.03 KX (calcite)
were measured and the ratio of these lines was calculated. The infrared absorption
analyses were performed by using the technique of the potassium bromide disks at a
dillution of 1 mg sample in 300 mg potassium bromide. Kaolinite occurred in the case
of 138 samples (out of 231). Clay fractions under 0.002 mm were separated from 14
presumptive sources by dispersion in water with NaOH up to the pH 9 and their
mineralogical composition was determined by using orientated preparates®. Particle
size analyses of the presumptive sources were carried out by the Khacinski
method?®

o ° Mateescu 1978, p. 65, footnote 9.

Llchter 1993.

Mantu 1999-2000, p. 101, table 2.

* About some figurines found at Vadastra see Voinescu, Mateescu 1980; Mateescu, Voinescu 1982.
For the use of white paint or ochre in decorating the figurines (and pottery) see Gata, Mateescu 1987;
1992b; 1999-2001.

* Gata et al. 1997.
% Gata 1972.
% Motoc 1964.
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Ceramics

Surface treatment and decoration
According to the surface treatment, we divided the analysed pottery into three
categories:

A. PLAIN BURNISHED WARE (Fig. 2: 1)

All the fragments in this group were tempered with vegetal material; the paste always
contains quartz and white mica foils (both on the inside, and on the outside) originating
from the clay sources. Many of the fragments are burnished/polished both on the outside
and on the inside. Other sherds are burnished/polished on the outside and smoothed on
the inside. Colours: exterior — black (10YR 2/1), yelowish brown (10YR 5/8), dark gray
(7.5YR 4/0); interior — black (10YR 2/1), grayish brown (10YR 5/2), dark reddish gray
(5YR 4/2).

B. DECORATED BURNISHED WARE
The fabric and the surface treatment are similar to the plain burnished ware. The
decoration techniques are:

Channellingsiplissé (Fig. 2: 2)

Almost each time they cover only the upper part of the pot. The channellings/plissé are
vertical, horizontal, oblique or semi-circular. Sometimes, the part under the rims of the
pots is painted with red ochre. Often, the channelled motifs are associated with impresso
motifs (carried out with an object): small impressions on the maximum diameter of the
vessel or triangles — filled with impressions — situated between the channelled motifs. On
the necks of some fragments (always uncovered in the upper part of the Vadastra | layer:
cf. Mateescu), channelled decoration is combined with a row of rhombs carried out by
the excision technique (Fig. 2: 3). The colours are the same with those for the plain
burnished ware.

Excision (Fig. 2: 4)

The excised motifs are combined with incised and grooved ones. The decorative
elements are meanders, spirals, rhombs and rectangles, covering most of the pot. The
spaces between the motifs were filled with white paste in a sharp contrast to the dark
background27. Like in the previous group, on the part under the rim and on the bottoms of
some of the pots red ochre paint traces have been preserved®. Some of the fragments
are decorated both on the outside and on the inside. The pots decorated in this way must
have had a strong visual impact upon the viewer, as the techniques and colour contrast
(white and red on a dark background) were obtained deliberately. Colours: exterior —
black (10YR 2/1), yellowish brown (10YR 5/4), gray (7.5YR 5/1); interior — black (10YR
2/1), light brownish gray (10YR 6/2), dark gray (10YR 4/1).

Incision

1) Shallow incisions rendering motifs characteristic of excised pottery (henceforth IN/EX)
(Fig. 2: 5). Colours: exterior — black (10YR 2/1), light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4), pinkish
gray (7.5YR 6/2); interior — black (10YR 2/1), pale brown (10YR 6/3), dark gray (10YR
4/1).

7 Gata, Mateescu 1987; 1992b.
8 Gata, Mateescu 1999-2001.






THE NEOLITHIC POTTERY FROM VADASTRA: A TECHNOLOGICAL STUDY 11

2) Incised bands filled with dots — the so-called Vinéa style (Fig. 2: 6). The incisions and
impressions are filled with white paste that — also here — contrast with the dark
background of the pots. Some of the fragments are decorated both on the outside and on
the inside. On some sherds, the ‘Vinca style’ decoration is combined with excised motifs.
Colours: exterior — black (10YR 2/1), grayish brown (10YR 5/2), pale brown (10YR 6/3);
interior — black (10YR 2/1), grayish brown (10YR 5/2), dark gray (7.5YR 4/1).

C. SURFACE-ROUGHENED WARE (Fig. 2: 7)

This category includes fragments that have been previousely catalogued as ‘pottery for
cooking®®. The sherds contain vegetal material, pebbles, milimetric quartz and white
mica granules (both on the inside and on the outside). A small number of fragments
contain shells or grog in the paste. The shells do not seem to be added deliberately, but
seemingly originate in the clay sources. It is possible that some of these fragments were
intrusions from the Salcuta layer which overlaps the Vadastra layers.

The outer surface is smoothed or rough, while the inside is more often than not
well smoothed (sometimes even burnished) in order to reduce porosity. Many of the
sherds making up this category come from secondarily fired pots, as a result of their
repeated use on the fire. The surface-roughened ware was divided by us in two groups:
1) Plain; 2) Decorated: barbotine, impressions {made with an object on the rim or on the
maximum diameter; impressions made with the finger under the rim), incisions, plastic
decoration, finger stripes, combinations between the techniques mentioned above. The
sherds belonging to this category have the following colours: exterior — very dark gray
(10YR 3/1), light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4), red (2.5YR 5/6); interior — black (10YR
2/1), grayish brown (10YR 5/2), reddish brown (5YR 5/4).

For the purpose of this study the surface-roughened sherds decorated with spiral
incisions were treated separately. Colours: exterior — black (10YR 2/1), dark gray (10YR
4/1), light brown (7.5YR 6/4); interior — very dark brown (10YR 2/2), pale brown (10YR
6/3), reddish brown (5YR 4/3).

The core colours of the sherds from the sample are black (10YR 2/1), dark gray
(10YR 4/1) and gray (10YR 5/1); rarely — grayish brown (10YR 5/2), pale brown (10YR
6/3) and reddish brown (5YR 5/4).

All bases are flat. Some of them are painted with red ochre (excised decorated
pots), others are decorated with incised lines or have textile impressions (Fig. 3). In the
previous articles concerning Vadastra pottery technology Mateescu used the terms
‘Vadastra 1’ for the plain burnished and channelled pottery and ‘Vadastra 2’ for the
excised pottery. In the present article we use the same conventional terms but we do not
imply a chronological difference between these pottery groups.

Wall thickness
We have used the following conventional groups:
1. thinner than 4 mm;

2. 4-6.9mm;
3. 7-99mMm;
4. 10-15mm;

5. over 15 mm.

The ‘Vadastra 1’ pottery is related especially to groups 2 and 3. At the same
time, these pottery categories are the only ones containing sherds thinner than 4 mm
(e.g. cups). The rest of the pottery categories are related above all to groups 3 and 4.
Sherds over 15 mm occur only in the case of surface-roughened pottery and in that of

2 Gata, Mateescu 1992a.
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modelling. Indeed, the ‘Vadastra 2’ pottery ranges between 1-15 more restrictedly.
Surface-roughened pottery ranges between 1-16 and has the same sources as plain

burnished pottery and decorated burnished pottery.

By comparing the pottery locations with those of the sources one might say that
the clay sources were fewer for the excised pots, as there were used above all the sandy

E Malul Rosu ‘Vadastra 1’ pottery

E Pits in the settlement ‘Vadastra 2’ pottery

Z] Deaiul Cigmelei IN/EX pottery

. Obérsia stream ‘Vinca style’ pottery

E Obargia bank Surface-roughened pottery (so-called coarse ware)

Surface-roughened pottery with spiral incisions

Figurines
Bails
IE Burned clay (chirpici)
144 —
c
clc
clv]c
cl2]c
z 0 clclz]c]s
g clclz2]clF
g clclz2]Flesic
i clc|2|2]cs|2|F o
s mhc(Bl2[2][2]2][F]3 _[c]
clz2]2]1]2]2]v]c clc
cl1l2]1i2]2]2lc Flc
1[171]1]2]2]2]c]c Figl[2] [1]
1]1 1 1Bcczv21cp [v[1] [cs]
111 11 PPl 1p411Vv] [cslcs
0 5 10 15 20 25

Height ratio of the diffraction lines of the quartz and calcite

Fig. 4. The distribution of some clay and ceramic samples from Vadastra according to the ratio
between the X-ray diffraction lines intensity of the quartz and calcite.

loam from Obarsia stream bed, and more rarely the clay from the outcrop in Dealul

Cismelei, as already specified for the surface-roughened pottery®’.

The four 'Vinca style’ sherds analysed are two in the Vadastra sources area and
two at values over 20. The position of the latter two might suggest that they belong to

pots brought to the settlement.

¥ Gata, Mateescu 1992a.
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Of the five samples of surface-roughened pottery with spiral incisions, two belong
to the Vadastra sources interval, as the other three belong to the 23-27 interval not found
at the sources from the settlement.

The distribution of the analysed samples according to the ratio of the quartz and
calcite diffraction lines intensities points to three groups. The 0-11 interval corresponds to
the sources from the Obarsia stream bed and from the pits in the settlement, next to all
the pottery and adobe types, containing 74 % of the pottery fragments. The second
interval, ranging between 11-17, includes only 18 % of the ceramics, containing
‘Vadastra 1’ sherds, surface-roughened sherds, less ‘Vadastra 2’ fragments and only one
‘Vin€a style’ sherd. The last interval — with only 8 % of the pottery — contains only
‘Vadastra 1’ sherds, surface-roughened fragments with spiral incisions and ‘Vinca style’
ones. All these analytical data prove that the potters had used more often the sources
from the Obérsia stream bed.

In order to determine more exactly the sources of raw matter used for modelling
of Vadastra Neolithic pottery®?, the analysed samples were distributed according to the
ratios of the magnesium/iron and calcium/strontium concentrations from a hydrochloric
acid 6N. The diagram obtained (Fig. 5) divides the samples into three areas according to
the calcium/strontium ratio limited to the values 275 and 555.

0.8 -
'S X
o 06 "an -
5 " e
@ 04 - I S
B X
= 02 -
0 Ca/Sr ratio
0 250 500 750 1000

Obarsia stream % Dealut Cigmelei = Pits in the settlement
‘Vadastra 1’ pottery

‘Vadastra 2' pottery

‘Vin€a style’ pottery

A\ Surface-roghened pottery

B Surface-roughened pottery with spiral incisions

® Figurines

A Burned clay (chirpici)

O Bails

¢ o 0O+

Fig. 5. The distribution of the clay sources and ceramics from Vadastra,
according to Mg/Fe and Ca/Sr ratios.

%2 Gata, Mateescu 1992a.
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The first area includes the sources from the Obarsia stream bed and all the types
of Vadastra pottery. The density of the pottery samples is higher and represents 91 % of
the analysed fragments. The second area (7 %) includes surface-roughened fragments,
‘Vadastra 1’ sherds, next to sources from Dealul Cismelei and from the pits in the
settlement. The third area (2 %) includes a ‘Vadastra 1’ sherd, a surface-roughened
sherd and two adobe samples.

The first area includes two ‘Vin¢a style’ pottery locations, at values of the
magnesium/iron ratio over 0.55, and other three locations corresponding to the surface-
roughened pottery with spiral incisions at magnesium/iron values under 0.21. These
sherds could come from pots brought to the settlement. But these pottery groups also
occur in the ‘dots cloud’ of the pottery from Vadastra.

The chemical and mineralogical data prove that the raw matter necessary for
modelling the pots were taken from outcrops in the close vicinity of the settlement. More
often than not, the sandy clay from the Obarsia stream bed was used, and less that from
the outcrops in Dealul Cismelei. Instead, it is less likely for the material from the pits in
the settlement to have been used for the pottery, as the sherds examined by microscope
do not contain many lime concretions as the material from the pits. However, the latter
was used for building the house found in the Vadastra |l layer. Meanwhile, the use of the
clay from Malul Rosu is unlikely, as no fragment contains iron in such a high
concentration as this material.

The suitability of the local clay sources researched is confirmed by the
mineralogical composition of the clayey fractions containing about 10-12 % smectite, 9-
11 % illite and 0.5-1 % kaolinite. The smectite content is optimal to give a paste with a
very good plasticity for modelling pottery. The other components of the clay degrease the
paste sufficiently to prevent deformation and cracking of the pots at firing. The
experimental reasearches carried out at Vadastra proved that the local sources have
very good modelling and firing properties: ‘The suitability of the locally available clay has
been excellently demonstrated. The clay can be obtained from the bed of the local river
where it occurs in abundant quantities. It needs little working other than the breaking
down of lumps within the clay. It is sufficiently coarse with enough naturally occurring
inclusions to allow water to escape from the clay during firing. The clay is therefore
naturally robust and this is demonstrated by the fact that the clay balls and discs were
fired from wet in a bonfire with a rapid temperature rise. >,

At the same time, it should be taken into account that in pre-industrial societies,
both the clay and the temper were not chosen only out of utilitarian criteria. For instance,
in some cases the clay sources are chosen out of social and political considerations. In a
village in Ecuador (Conambo), the members of the Achuar political faction use — mainly —
the clays from Yauna, while the members of the Quichua faction use clays from Gloria
and more rarely Yulanda®. In Paradijon (a small barrio in the town of Gubat, Southern
Luzon, the Philippines), people identify three textures of clay called barasan, himolot and
salado, and four colours of clay — white, red, black, and green®. According to Mark A.
Neupert ‘[m]en conduct probes within a clay source to find the best clays, the choicest
being the white himolot; different sources are ranked in quality, based on the amount of
the choicest clays. Although the men know which sources are superior, sociopolitical
factors dictate which source they use, even if it contains clays of inferior quality®.

* Gibson 2002.

* apud Costin 2000, p. 386 and Table 1.
** Neupert 2000, p. 253.

% Neupert 2000, p. 253.
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As noted by Oliver Gosselain, [...] the real issue is to realize that every step
of a technical process — be it pottery making or any other mundane and ‘functional’
activity — may become the locus of a symbolic discourse.”® Clay selection, tempe-
ring, firing or post-firing operations should not be understood only in functional terms
but also as ‘full cultural products’®®. We agree with Gosselain that ‘[...] the question is
not so much to determine where function stops and symbol (or style) begins, but to
be aware of their remarkable intricacy>°.

Tempering

The preference of the clays from the Obarsia stream bed is explained inter
alia by their light modelling, as the winter frost breaks the aggregates, and allows a
lighter tempering of the paste when water is added.

The tempering is thorough and the quartz granules are spread rather evenly
in the mass of the pottery. In the thin sections occur many voids produced by the
firing of the cut vegetal material added as temper. There is no sand degreasing and
no sand deposits occur close to the settlement.

The clay tempering has been done by portions. To a certain amount of clay
water was added gradually until a consistent paste formed, by stirring all the time
until a full wetting of the material. Then the paste ball was flattened and a cut vegetal
mass was added, the margins were folded, an operation repeated more times. One
recognizes in the thin sections such a procedure by a parallelism of the elongated
voids in the pottery mass obtained by firing.

Modelling

Each pot was modelled by sticking flattened patches after they had been well
tempered. First they modelled the bottom of the pot from a single piece, then the
patches were overlapped, pressed and modelled. The modelling of the pot by adding
flat strips is emphasized by the rolling voids between the two overlapped patches,
occurring sometimes after the firing of the pot. Here the patch heightening the pot
was added inside and the outer part was flattened upwards.

The fact that the modelling of the walls of the pots was carried out with
patches tempered and degreased before the sticking is revealed by the systematic
differences between the average values of some properties of the bottoms and the
rest of the pots. Thus, the average of the porosity index (the ratio between porosity
and the average thickness of the sherds, that is a measure of the amount of the
added vegetal mass), is lower for the pot bottom than for the rest of the pot, in the
case of ‘Vadastra 1’ and 'Vadastra 2’ pottery (Fig. 6). This pattern suggests that the
potters in the Vadastra Neolithic settlement deliberately modelled the bottoms of the
pots with a lower porosity than for the rest of the pots, probably due to the firing
conditions of the firing spaces where the bottoms of the pots were less stressed
thermically. The potters modelled the pottery giving it certain shapes, thicknesses,
diameters and vegetal mass addition according to a certain pattern, that they
observed between certain tolerance limits.

7 Gosselain 1999, p. 221.
* Gosselain 1999, p. 221.
* Gosselain 1999, p. 221.
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Wares

No. of
sherds

Thickness

Porosity

Porosity Index

Diameter

mm)

Average

V.C.
%

Average

v.C.
%

Average

Vv.C.
%

Average

v.C.
%

Pottery
decorated with
oblique
channellings

49

6.5

253

10.7

213

1.72

28.8

148

28.3

Plain
burnished

pottery

107

6.83

344

10.3

256

1.63

36.1

132

44.6

Pottery
decorated with
vertical
channellings

70

6.95

23.8

10.2

209

1.54

293

153

347

Pottery
decorated with
circular
channellings

23

7.09

191

221

1.32

20

141

27

Surface-
roughened
pottery
decorated with
spiral incisions

100

8.5

20.6

9.7

19.9

246

212

26.5

IN/EX pottery

59

8.66

26.4

104

19.6

1.27

298

205

46.5

‘Vinca style’
pottery

75

8.66

219

10.9

213

1.34

342

217

422

Surface-
roughened

pottery

120

9.38

10.6

246

271

208

37.2

Excised
pottery

237

9.78

258

10.3

17.1

321

258

41

Bases: IN/EX
pottery

23.2

9.94

131

0.93

23.8

84

50.3

Bases:
excised

pottery

30

29.8

104

13.3

0.99

327

97

476

Bases: plain
burnished and
channelled

pottery

26

122

228

18.9

0.96

27.5

72

354

The bottom is always thicker, while the porosity index and diameter of the bottom
are smaller than the properties of the rest of the pot. It results that in the settiement of
Vadastra conical and biconical pots prevail, having thicker bottoms than the rest of the
pots and a smaller vegetal mass addition. The variation coefficients of the average
thickness ranges between 19.1 and 34.4, having a rather constant thickness of the walls
of the pots over the whole existence of the Neolithic settlement.

Table 1. Wall-thickness, porosity index and diameters of the sherds

(V.C. = variation coefficient of the average).
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Comparing the various pottery groups, the average diameters of the pots
increase from 132 mm to 258 mm, while their variation coefficients have average values
from 26.5 to 46.5. There are no systematic variations in the row of the values, which
proves that the range of the forms was maintained over the Vadastra Neolithic.

Wares No. of i=f(s) d=f(s) m =f(s)
sherds T T Rz F R1 | Rz | F | R1 | Rz | F

Plain 107 0.707 0.674 87.2 0.620 0.616 85 0.33 0.328 12.6
burnished
pottery
Pottery 70 0.710 0.658 52.1 0.417 0.401 13 0.541 0.45 12
decorated
with vertical
channellings
Pottery 49 0.732 0.632 43.2 0.630 0.588 | 249 | 0.541 0.45 12
decorated
with oblique
channellings
Pottery 23 0.556 0.543 8.74 0.16 0.18 0.51 0.549 0.463 18.6
decorated
with circular
channellings
Excised 237 0.848 0.794 40.1 0.524 0519 | 86.8 0.14 0.12 3.54

pottery

IN/EX pottery 59 0.777 0.701 56.2 0.421 0.42 122 | 0.233 0.06 0.18

‘Vinca style’ 75 0.756 0.698 69.3 0.58 0.502 | 246 | 0.393 0.343 | 9.7
pottery

Surface- 120 0.603 0.536 47.7 0.359 0.354 16.9 | 0.313 0.298 11.5
roughened
pottery
Surface- 100 0.638 0.616 59.8 0.507 0.504 | 334 | 0.263 0.235 5.73
roughened
pottery
decorated
with spiral
incisions
Bases: plain 26 0.889 0.746 301 0.437 0.433 | 864 | 0.556 0.542 10
burnished and
channelled
pottery

Bases: 30 0.920 0.891 157.4 0.17 0.06 0.08 | 0.732 0.604 16.1
excised
pottery
Bases: 38 0.887 0.83 79.5 0.626 0612 | 215 | 0.548 0.529 14
surface-
roughened

pottery

Table 2. The correlation coefficients of the equations with thickness (s), porosity index (i), diameter (d)
and modelling index (m). R1 = the maximum value of the correlation coefficient; R2 = the linear
correlation coefficient; F = the Fisher value of the linear relation.

The average porosity indexes continuously decrease from the ‘Vadastra 1’
pottery to ‘Vadastra 2’ pottery, and suggests that the potters used less vegetal material
as temper in the case of the latter.

The variation coefficients of the average indices range between 20 and 36.1 %,
showing tolerances in vegetal mass proportion added to the bottoms and the rest of the
pots according to the researched categories.
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y=-0.1144x + 2.2497 y=12.201x"%®
3 - R=0.794 R=0.848

Porosity index

Thickness

= = = Linear Power

Fig. 8. The relation between porosity index and thickness for
‘Vadastra 2’ pottery from Vadastra.

Attention should be paid to surface-roughened pottery, modelled during both
‘phases’ (Fig. 9). In the diagram, the representative locations are spread, the correlation
coefficients lower and the tolerance higher than 86 %. This pottery is in most part fired
oxidizingly on larger outer thicknesses, proving that the pots were fired on an open firing
like that of the fireplaces. That suggests that many pots from this category were used for
cooking. It is possible for the higher dispersion of the location in Fig. 9 to come from the
secondary firing.

The other pottery categories maintain a tighter relationship between the porosity
index and sherd thickness best expressed by a power equation with correlation from
0.556 for ‘Vadastra 1’ pottery, to 0.848 for ‘Vadastra 2’ pottery suggesting more care for
latter one in adding the vegetal temper. When modelling the bottoms of the pots the
relation is even tighter with very high correlation coefficients (0.887-0.920).

In Table 1 (vide supra) it can be seen that the diameters of the sherds increase
with their thickness. The relation is tighter for ‘Vadastra 1’ pottery (R1 = 0.630) and
looser for surface-roughened pottery (R1 = 0.359). In many cases the correlation
coefficients are higher, obtained at parabolic relations, being very close as values to
those of linear relations.

y=-0.0831x+ 1.9441 y= 5 4318x°7"
2,5 - R=0.536 R=0.603
)
s 27
£ i
> 1,5
‘w11
g 0,5
m 1
0 T . . X
0 5 10 15 20
Thickness
= = = Linear Power

Fig. 9. The relation between porosity index and thickness for
surface-roughened pottery from Vadastra.
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Fig. 12. The influence of the sherd thickness on the
modelling index for ‘Vadastra 1’ pottery from Vadastra.

The fact that the average value of the modelling index is lower in the case of the
‘Vadastra 2’ pottery sugests that the potters payed more atention to modelling this kind of
vessels (Table 3).

Wares No. of Modelling index Minim value Maxim value
sherds Average V.C.%

Plain burnished pottery 107 0.89 715 0.16 3.75
Pottery decorated with 70 1.21 52.6 0.1 3.28
vertical channellings
Pottery decorated with 49 1.06 58.5 0.26 3.18
oblique channellings
Pottery decorated with 23 1.1 32.3 0.47 217
circular channellings
Excised pottery 237 0.98 63.3 0.15 4.32
IN/EX pottery 59 0.95 65.2 0.57 4.48
‘Vinéa style’ pottery 75 0.95 86.6 0.14 4.34
Surface-roughened pottery 120 1.07 78.5 0.5 4.57
Surface-roughened pottery 100 1.04 74 0.23 5.53
decorated with spiral
incisions
Bases: plain burnished and 26 1.41 48.9 0.45 3.28
channelled pottery
Bases: excised pottery 30 2.6 70.2 0.27 5.33
Bases: surface-roughened 38 219 45.8 0.58 4.49
pottery

Table 3. The modelling index of the various pottery groups (V.C. = variation coefficient of the average).

Nevertheless, these averages of the modelling indexes are of the same size order over
the entire Vadastra Neolithic with values between 0.89 and 1.21. The variation coeffi-
cients have high values from 32.3 % to 86.6 % both at the bottom, and the rest of the
pot. The surface-roughened pottery has modelling indexes similar to burnished pottery,
confirming that the evenness of the walls thickness was maintained instinctively.

The results of the physical tests carried out help us figure out the working method
and sequence of operations for the manufaturing of the pots. In the first place, the potter
brought the clay for the pots from the outcrop from which (s)he was accustomed to take
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it. If the clay had too many large quartz granules, (s)he used it only for surface-
roughened pots. When modelling the bottom of a surface-roughened pot (s)he made it as
rounded as possible, by thickenning the adjacent portion between the bottom and body
of the pot. In the case of the burnished pottery, the interior surface treatment (burnishing)
was more rigorous for the plain burnished and channelled pots, and more superficial for
the excised pots, which suggests that the excised pots were not used for liquids or food
that could have stuck to the rough spots of the inner walls. The bodies of the pots were
modelled and evened in a similar manner for the entire Vadastra pottery. After a
thorough tempering of the clay with water — with a view to obtaining a consistent paste —
they used to flatten the clay ball and add cut vegetal mass as a degreaser. Then, the
paste was folded more times, so that as few as possible remains of plants appeared at
the surface of the flattened patch. After the modelling and evening of the bottom, the
newly tempered flattened patch was laid upon the adjacent margins of the bottom, the
wall of the pot was pressed and modelled. The potter bore in mind first of all the
proportion of degreasing addition to the clay as related to the thickness of the pots walls.
Secondly, the potter used to proportion the thickness of the walls according to their
diameter. The potters were not concerned with the evenness of the thickness of the pots
walls, that were instinctively manufactured almost of the same thickness after the
modelling.

Finishing the pots for firing

The pots were left to dry at the environmental temperature, laid on dry earth or
on rugs. In a few cases, on the bottoms of the pots the pattern of the rugs was imprinted
(see Fig. 3). After a partial drying, the fine pots were wetted by sprinkling them with a fine
diluted suspension, made out of the same clay as the pots, and obtained by the
sedimentation of the suspension, and the decantation of the fine part. This way, at the
surface of the pots a thin slip formed. Then, the pots were decorated. After being dried
out, the pots were again sprinkled a little, and the undecorated surfaces were
burnished/polished with smooth polishing stones. More often than not, these stones were
of microcrystalline quartz, as proven by their X-ray diffraction diagrams. Then red ochre
was applied, especially on the excised pottery*’. Sometimes, on the ‘Vadastra 1’ pottery
red colour was applied also after firing*>. The white colour is given by the cut limy
concretions, that the potters got from the Obéarsia stream bed®.

Firing

Once finished and dried out, the pots were fired on open firing, in firing spaces
with non-constant temperature, between 400 °C and 550 °C. The firing was incomplete,
so that on the outside the pottery mass reached till 600 °C, while on the inside it barely
reached 200 °C in the pots with thick walls. These levels of temperature can be
recognized by the constant occurrence of the 10 kX diffraction line decomposing towards
680 °C, the presence or lack of the infrared absorption band from 3690 em™ of the
kaolinite decomposing at 450-500 "C and by the ratio of the intensity of the diffraction
lines from 10 kX and 7.15 kX ranging between 100 °C and 450 °C. After firing and
cooling, the pots were burnished/polished again, as proven by the lustre, and the
orientation of the mica particles at the surface of the sherds. Unlike burnished pottery,
many of the surface-roughened pots were fired secondarily unevenly, in oxidizing
atmosphere, at temperatures over 550 °C.

4 During the excavations ochre balls for pottery painting were found.
*2 Gata, Mateescu 1999-2001.
3 Gata, Mateescu 1987; 1992b.
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In the settlement of Vadastra several pottery firing pits were found, all of them in
the Vadastra Il layer*. In the literature they were also called ‘simple kilns*. Till now we
have found informations about nine firing pits in Mateescu’s documentation (‘Mateescu
Archive’ — Institute of Archaeology, Bucharest):

e 1959 excavation season. Rounded shape firing pit with diameters of 0.56 x 0.51 m.
Burning traces have been preserved on the margins (5-6 cm thick). On the
bottom of the pit the burnt area has been better preserved in the northern part
and is 2-3 cm thick.

» 1960 excavation season. Rounded shape firing pit with diameters of around 1 m
x 0.80 m. Burning traces have been observed on the bottom and the eastern
margin of the pit.

e 1961 excavation season. A large part of a firing pit was destroyed by a Medieval
pit-house (pit-house no. I). Burning traces were observed on the bottom of the pit
(1-2 cm thick) and on the margins (around 2 cm thick).

o 1962 excavation season/squares 5 and 6. Two firing pits with rounded shapes
were found. One of them has diameters of around 0.69 x 0.70 m and a depth of
around 0.23 m, while the other one has diameters of around 0.85 x 0.88 m and a
depth of around 0.24 m. The burning traces are between 3 and 8 cm thick.

e 1962 excavation season/square 13. One firing pit destroyed by the pit from
squares 13 and 43. The burning traces are 5-6 cm thick.

e 1962 excavation season/square 44. Rounded shape firing pit with a diameter of
around 0.55 m and a depth of around 0.14 m. The preserved burning traces on
the margins are around 3 cm thick. Only scarce burning traces have been
preserved on the bottom of the pit.

o 1969 excavation season. Two firing pits with rounded shapes were found in close
proximity. One of them has a diameter of 0.65 x 0.43 m and a depth of around
0.20 m. The burning traces are around 6 cm thick on the north-eastern margin.
The other one has a diameter of 0.70 x 0.60 m and a depth of around 0.29 m. On
the margins the burning traces are between 3 cm (eastern part) and 6 cm (north-
western part) thick, while on the bottom — 3 cm.

At the same time, a pottery firing kiln was uncovered during the 1956 campaign.
The pit of the kiln was dug down to 0.70-0.80 m deep, it had an almost round shape and
a maximum diameter of 0.75 m. The largest part of the firing chamber walls was
destroyed. The coal found prove that the wood was of hard essence: some of it was
tested and proved to be from oak-tree (Quercus sp.)*®. Taking into account the
fragrr:;entary state of the kiln mentioned above, it is not certain that it was used for pottery
firing™ .

Whatever, the experimental firings at Vadastra have demonstrated the suitability
of Vadastra clay both for bonfire firing and for kiln firing*®.

The potters

According to Mateescu, several Vadastra pottery fragments bear men’s
fingerprints‘“’. Most probably, taking into account the ethnographic examples, in various
stages of pot manufacturing — the procurement and processing of clay, the modelling or

“4 E.g. Mateescu 1970a, p. 58.

“5 Comsa 1981, p. 228.

“6 Mateescu 1959a, p. 68-69; Comsa 1976, p. 355.
7 See Ellis 1984, p. 130.

“8 Gibson 2002.

9 E.g. Mateescu 1965, p. 260.
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decoration of pots, procurement of fuel, the charging of pits/kilns and so on — participated
both51men and women®. Pot manufacturing is a male and female activity at the same
time™'.

Conclusions

The Neolithic pottery from Vadastra was modelled out of local clays. Only some
pots could be modelled with clays that are not found in the settlement area. The clays
from the Obarsia stream bed were preferred, used in over 74 % of the Vadastra pottery,
due to their sandy loam texture, the best smectite content, the low carbonate content,
with aggregates crushed by the cold weather frost that makes them easy to be modelled.
The modelling patterns are first of all the proportionality between the addition of vegetal
mass and the pottery mass, according to the thickness of the modelled wall. The temper
addition for the modelling of the bottoms of the pots is always lower than the addition for
the rest of the pot. Secondly, the proportionality between the diameter and the thickness
of the pots walls was maintained. The potters were little concerned with the evenness of
the pots walls that they achieved by intuition. At first the bottom of the pot was modelled
out of a piece, then the modelling continued by flattened patches, overlapping the walls
of the pot already modelled, pressed and remodelled. After the modelling, the pots were
dried out, a thin slip was applied, they were burnished wetly and fired on bonfire in a
reduving environment, at about 400-550 °C. After the firing, the undecorated portions
were burnished/polished again. The thickness of the pots increases with their diameter,
but the degreaser addition decreases.

All these observations prove a technological uniformity of the ceramic
assemblage found in both Vadastra | and Vadastra Il layers.
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The archaeological contexts of the illustrated pottery:

Figure 2. (1) = Analysis no. 1741, Vadastra, 1962 excavation season, square 36,
—2.20 m; (2) = Analysis no. 1765, Vadastra, 1966 excavation season, square 6, —1.20 m;
(3) = Analysis no. 586, Vadastra, 1963 excavation season, square 22, —-0.90 m; (4) =
Analysis no. 739, Vadastra, 1971 excavation season, square 1, —1.60/-1.70 m; (5) =
Analysis no. 1408, Vadastra, 1973 excavation season, square 4, —1.40 m; (6) = Analysis
no. 1200, Vadastra, 1971 excavation season, square 1, —=2.00 m; (7) = Analysis no.
2725, Vadastra, 1946 excavation season, bottom of B2.

Figure 3. (1) = Analysis no. 1998, Vadastra, 1962 excavation season, square 45,
—0.80/-0.90 m; (2) = Analysis no. 1422, Vadastra, 1963 excavation season, square 8, —
1.10 m.

%% Wright 1991, p. 198.
%" Wright 1991, p. 199.
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Vitalie Barca

OBSERVATIONS ON THE SITUATION IN THE NORTH-PONTIC
REGION IN THE Il CENTURY B.C.

One of the main issues that have attracted the specialists’ attention over the last
two centuries is the one examining not only the causes of Scythia’s quick fall, but also
the fall of most of the Greek and the indigenous population’s rural settlements and the
transformation of the entire system of relationships between the Greeks and the
Barbarians.

The opinion of M. |. Rostovcev took root until not Iong ago in the specialty
literature. Detaching itself from his predecessors’ hypotheses' and relying on the
accounts of Diodor of Sicily (ll, 43, 7), he considered that the Sarmatians were
responsible to the largest extent for the decline and fall of Scythia, as they crossed the
Don river and entered Scythia at the end of the IV" century B.C. or the beginning of the
11l century B.C.2

There are presently four viewpoints in contemporary historiography that explain
the causes of the events in the first half of the III'* century B.C. The first opinion blames
this phenomenon, at Ieast for the north-western part of the Black Sea, on the incursions
of the Celts-Galatians®. According to the second viewpoint, the causes must not be
searched for in the political-military sphere, but in the rapid change of natural and climate

In connection with these opinions, see S. V. Polin, Ot Skifii k Sarmatii, Kiev 1992, p. 7-32.

2 M. I. Rostovcev, Amaga i Tirgatao, ZOOID, 1915, p. 60 sqq.; idem, Ellinstvo i iranstvo na juge Rossij,
Petrograd 1918, p. 43, 127 sq.; M. Rostovtzeff, Iranians and Greeks in South Russia, Oxford 1922, p. 85,
139; M. Rostowzew, Skythien und der Bosporus, Berlin 1931, p. 405, 605. The hypotheses of his
predecessors (V. N. Tatid&ev, N. M. Karamzin, P. |. Safarik, |. E. Zabelin, V. V. LatySev etc.) and his
ideas, further developed by his followers (Ju. V. Got'e, B. N. Grakov, D. A. Macinskij, P. O.
Kary3kovskij, A. N. Seglov, K. F. Smirnov, V. |. Kostenko, V. E. Maximenko) are exposed by S. V. Polin
(S. V. Polin, op. cit., p. 7-32). Among the latest works published, see K. K. Marenko, Tretij period
stabilizacii v Severnom Pricemomor’e antic'noj epohi, SA 1, 1996, p. 70-80; Ju. A. Vinogradov, K. K.
MarCenko, E. Ja. Rogov, Sarmmaty i gibel’ Vel/k0/ Skifir', VDI 3, 1997, p. 93-103; Ju. G. Vinogradov,
Hersonesskij dekrat o “Nesenie Dionisa” IOSPE I 343 | vtorZenie sarmatov v Skifiju, VDI 3, 1997, p. 104-
124, V. E. Maximenko, Sarmaty na Donu (arheologija i problemy etniCeskoj istorii) (= Donskie drevnosti, 6),
Azov1998 p. 74 sqq.

3 V. V. Ruban, Problemy istoriceskogo razvitija ol'vijskoj hory IV-Ill vw.do n. e., VDI 1, 1985, p. 43-44; idem,
Osnovnye etapy prostranstvennogo razvitija Ol'viiskogo polisa (dogetskoe vremja), Avtoreferat disertacii na
soiskanie uéenoj stepeni kandidata istoriGeskih nauk, Kiev 1989, p. 19; V. P. Jajlenko, Ol'vija i Bospor v
ellinistiCeskuju epohu, Ellinizm: ekonomika, politika, kul'tura, Moskva 1990, p. 274 sqg. The internal
problems of the population living in the steppes between the Danube and the Dnepr are explained
through the Celto-Galatians’ unfriendly actions by |. Brujako (I. Brujako, Despre evenimentele din sec. il
a. Chr. in nord-vestul Marii Negre (patru conceptii despre criza), Istros, 1997, p. 71-73, 77; idem, Ot
dioramy k panorame (O perspectivah na puti reSenifa problemy severopontijskogo krizisa lll v. do r. H.),
Stratum 3, 1999, p. 325-332). Furthermore, Ju. A. Vinogradov, K. K. Maréenko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2),
p. 94, 102 do not reject the possibility of the Celts’ involvement in the events that occurred in the first
half of the Il ™ century B.C. in the iower Bug and Dnestr area. The supporters of this opinion consider
the Celts to have invaded the Balkans after the death of Lysimachos and constituted the Celtic kingdom
in the eastern part of the peninsula (Polybios IV, 45-46; VIII, 22), having its capital in the not-yet-
identified city of Tylis (cf. for this kingdom A. Popescu, Raporturile dintre regatul celtic de la Tylis coloniile
grecesti de pe {drmul apusean al Mari Negre, AUB, Stiinte Sociale series (History) 5, 1956, p. 25-44; G.
Mihailov, La Thrace aux IV°-IIf° siécles avant notre ére, Athenaeumn 39, 1961, p. 33-44; P. O. Karyskovskij,
Istrija i eo sosedi na rubeZe lil-Il vv. do n. e., VDI 2, 1971, p. 36-56; M. Domaradski, L'état des Celtes en
Thrace avec la capitale Tylis et en Asie Mineure — Galatie, Pulpudeva 3, 1980, p. 52-56). The spread
and boundaries of this kingdom are still incompletely known at present.
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conditions, that forced the Scythians to leave the territories on which they had lived
previously and also triggered the extinction of the Greek towns’ rural settlements®. N. A.
Gavriljuk also adds to this factor the economlc crisis followed by other negative events,
including the one having political features®. The defenders of the third opinion search for
the explanations of this phenomenon in the economic sphere, which hardly has any
followers today, although it used to be accepted for a while. At the bottom of it lays the
economic crisis in the first half of the 11" century B.C.; more specifically, the situation of
the wheat market in the Mediterranean basin which, according to the defenders of this
idea, had negative effects on the economy of the Greek north- pontlc cities and, first and
foremost, on the agrarlan base represented by rural settlements®. Finally, the last and
the most popular opinion blames the destruction of Big Scythia and the decay of the
Greek cities and their rural area on the penetration of the Sarmatians into the territories
to the west of the Don river’.

The main weakness of the first opinion resides in the fact that it resorts to a local
approach in order to explain the processes that spread to the entire north-pontic territory,
and not only to the Dnestr and lower Bug areas. Moreover, we have reasons to believe
that not only the manifestations and the concrete directions of the destabilization factors’
action, but also their chronology are identical in the different corners of the huge space
between the Dnestr and the Don. Thus, the extinction of the fortified and non-fortified
settlements of the Greeks and Barbarians in the Don delta, the north-western part of
Crimea, Iower Dnepr and the vicinity of Olbia in the second quarter — the middle 111"
century B.C.% gives the impression of a massive military action, which, taking into

*'S. V. Polin, Pro sarmats'ke zavojuvannja Pivnicnogo Pryéornomorja, Arheologija (Kiev) 45, 1984, p. 28-
31, idem, Ot Skifii... (n. 1), p. 102 sqq., 122; M. M. levlev, Rol’ prirodnogo faktora v proniknovenii sarmatov
na territoriju severopricernomorskih stepej, Problemy arheologii Severnogo Pri¢ernomor’ja, Tezisy dokladov
arheologiceskoj konferencii, I, Herson 1990, p. 131-132; S. D. Kryzickij, S. B. Bujskih, A. V. Burakov, V. M.
Otresko, Sel'skaja okruga Ol'vii, Kiev 1989, p. 96; A. Ju. Alexeev, Skifskaja hronika. Skify v VII-IV v. do n. e.
Istorlko-arheologlcesku ocerk, Sankt-Peterburg 1992, p. 141, 142.

% N. A. Gavriluk, Domasnee proizvodstvo i byt stepnyh skifov, Kiev 1989, p. 93.
® S. A. Zebelev, Severnoe Pricernomor’e, Moskva-Leningrad 1953, p. 84-85, 147-148; V. F. Gajdukevic,
Bosporskoe carstvo, Moskva-Leningrad 1949, p. 76-78; D. P. Kallistov, Severnoe Priéernomor'e v
antiénuju epohu, Moskva 1952, p. 135-137; V. D. Blavatskij, Zemledel'e v anticnyh gosudarstvah
Severnogo Pri¢ernomor’ja, Moskva 1953, p. 10; idem, Pantikapej. Ocerki istorii stolicy Bospora, Moskva
1964, p. 101-104; I. G. Sugraja, Voprosy bosporsko-egipetskoj konkurencii v hlebnoj torgovie Vostocnogo
Sredizemnomorja ranneellinistiéeskoj epohi, KSIA 138, 1973, p. 51-59; |. B. Brasinski, Cemomorskaja
torgovija v epohu ellinizma, Pric¢ernomor'e v epohu ellinizma, Tbilisi 1985, p. 199-206; S. Ju. Saprykin,
Gerakleja Pontijskaja i Hersones TavriCeskij, Moskva 1986, p. 163-164; |. Brujako, Despre evenimentele...
gn. 3), p. 75-77 does not exclude this idea from the causes that set off the crisis in the north-pontic area.

M. |. Rostovcev, Amaga... (n. 2), p. 60 sqq; idem, Ellinstvo i iranstvo... (n. 2), p. 43, 127 sq.; M. Rostov-
tzeff, Iranians and Greeks... (n. 2), p. 85, 139; M. Rostowzew, Skythien... (n. 2), p. 405, 605; D. A.
Maginskij, O vremeni pervogo aktivnogo vystuplenija sarmatov v Podneprov'e po svidetel'stvam anticnyh
pismenyh istoénikov, ASGE 13, 1971, p. 30-54; A. N. Seglov, Severo-zapadnyj Krym v antiénuju epohu,
Leningrad 1978; K. F. Smirnov, O nacale proniknovenija sarmatov v Skifiju, MIA, 177, 1971, p. 191-196;
idem, Sarmaty i utverzdenie ih politi€eskogo gospodstva v Skifii, Moskva 1984; V. N. Kostenko, Sarmatskie
pamjatniki Dnepro-Donskogo mezdurecja Ill v. do n. e. — serediny Il v. n. e., Dnepropetrovsk 1983; V. E.
Maximenko, Savromaty i sarmaty na Niznem Donu, Rostov, 1983, p. 18, 43-49, 116-129; idem, Sarmaty...
(n. 2), p. 74-81. Among more recent works that support this idea, see K. K. Mar€enko, op. cit. (n. 2),
p. 70-80; Ju. A. Vinogradov, K. K. Maréenko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 93-103; Ju. G. Vinogradov, op.
Clt (n. 2), p. 104-124.

® A N. Seglov, op. cit. (n. 7), p. 128; idem, O greko-varvarskih vzaimodejstvijah na periferii ellinisticeskogo
mira, Pricernomor’e v epohu ellinizma, Tbilisi 1985, p. 192; Ja. V. Domanskij, K. K. Maréenko, Poselenie
Ol'vijskoj hory Kozyrka ll, ASGE 21, 1980, p. 38; V. V. Ruban, Problemy... (n. 3), p. 43; Arheologija
Ukrainskoj SSR, I, Kiev 1986, p. 323; S. D. Kryzickij, S. B. Bujskih, A. V. Burakov, V. M. Otresko, op. cit.
(n. 4), p. 100; A. A. Maslennikov, Krymskoe Priazov'e v anti¢nuju epohu, Problemy anti¢noj kul'tury. Tezisy
dokladov Krymskoj konferencii, Simferopol’ 1988, p. 207; K. K. Mar&enko, Bosporskie poselenija na territorii
Elizavetovskogo gorodi$¢a na Donu, VDI 1, 1990, p. 137; idem, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 71; S. V. Palin, Ot Skifii...
(n. 1), p. 41, 44, 45, 66-69, 101.
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account the immensity of the space, cannot be attrlbuted to the Celts or Germanic
populations in the Balkan-Carpathian-Danubian basin®. Besides, the destruction of Big
Scythia and of the agrarian basis of the north-pontic Greek cities by the Celts cannot be
sustained solely on the basis of the Protogenes decree, which mentions preparations for
an incursion against Olbia made by the Galatlans which, as we shall see, are not Celts,
and who made an alliance with the Scirians'®. Last but not least, we must mention the
fact that the Celts’ rule seems never to have been extended over the Haemus
Mountains, to the north'’. Moreover, if the instauration of the kingdom of Tylis and the
d|sturbances it caused in the south of Thracia only affected Dobrudja and the Greek
cities here'?, then the north-west and north-pontic region was even less affected.

As for the second theory, which blames the worsening of the relations between
the Greeks and the Barbarians in the north-pontic region on the changes in natural and
climate conditions, there are even more flaws in it than in the others'. Judging by the
data provided by researchers in this field, there have been minor changes in the cllmate
in the Hellenistic period, but the moment when this process began is not very clear'
Moreover, we must make the precision that, however we might date the beginning of the
global and climate change, we must take into account the fact that these changes went
on for a long time (several centuries) until reaching their climax. On the other hand,
archeological data indicate a sudden termination in the existence of most of the Greeks
and Barbarians’ rural settlements in this region. Another equally interesting fact indicates
that on the eve of this phenomenon, in the first quarter of the 111 century B.C., the living
standard and economic activity in all of the Greek and barbarian settlements in the
territories between the Don and the Dnestr reached their highest standard'. This state of
facts made several researchers reject this opinion, which is in contradiction with the data
mentioned above'®

In what regards the economic viewpoint, whose defenders explain the decay of
agriculture and the extinction of the Greek cities’ rural settlements by the strong

® Ju. G. Vmogradov op. cit. (n. 2), p. 105-106; M. Domaradski believes, not without a reason, that the
existence in the I century B.C. of Thracian kings, powerful from a military and political viewpoint,
excludes the possibility of the foundation of a Celtic kihgdom that could have subordinated the entire
eastern Thracia. The same author considers that the role of the Galatians was limited to an episodic
control and to incursions made for the plundering of Greek cities and the neighboring small Thracian
kungdoms (M. Domaradski, Keltite na Balkanskija poluostrov, Sofija 1984, p. 83, 88).
® However, even though there is no certain data, we cannot exclude the Celts’ involvement in the fall of
the rural settlements of the Greek cities of Tyras and Olbia, nor in the fall of Nikonion, no later than the
second half of the II'" century B.C. (S. D. Kryzickij, S. B. Bujskih, A. V. Burakov, V. M. Otresko, op. cit. (n.
4), p. 100; I. V. Brujako, S. V. Polin. Ot Skifii k Sarmatii. Kiev, 1992. 202 s., 22 ris., RA 1, 1995, p. 235-236;
idem, Despre evenimentele... (n. 3), p. 64, 71 -73, 77). The construction activity on the fortification system
of the city of Tyras in the first half of the 1I'" century B.C. is blamed by I. Brujako on the Celtic danger (I.
Brujako, Despre evenimentele... (n. 3), p. 73).
" G. Mihailov, La Thrace aux /Ve IIF siécles avant notre ére, Athenaeum 39, 1961, p. 40; S. V. Polin, Ot
Sk|f| (n. 1), p. 29.
2 Cf. L. Ruscu, Relatiile externe ale oragelor grecesti de pe litoralul romanesc al Marii Negre, Cluj-
Napoca 2002, p. 311 -315. The same conclusion had been reached initially by S. V. Polin, Ot Skifii ... (n.
1), p- 29 sqq.
}Very solid arguments against this idea were brought by |. Brujako (I. V. Brujako, op. cit. (n. 10), p. 236;
idem, Despre evenimentele... (n. 3), p. 73-75; idem, Ot Skifi k Sarmatii bez prirodnyh katastrof, RA 4,
1997 p. 215-218.
‘ILE. Bucinskij, Klimat Ukrainy v proslom, nastojas¢em i buduséem, Kiev 1963, p. 59.
5 Cf. Ju. A. Vinogradov, K. K. Maréenko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 94, for the situation of the
settlements in the chora Olbia see S. D. Kryzickij, S. B. Bujskih, A. V. Burakov, V. M. Otresko, op. cit.
4), p. 100.

g Cf. in this sense Ju. A. Vinogradov, K. K. Mar€enko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 94; Ju. G.
Vinogradov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 106-107; 1. V. Brujako, op. cit. (n. 11), p. 236; idem, Despre evenimentele...
(n. 3), p. 73-75, 77, idem, Ot Skifii k Sarmatii... (n. 13), p. 215-218.
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competition represented by the cheaper wheat brought from Egypt on the markets in the
Mediterranean and Circumpontic basin, we must say that this theory has its weak points,
as well. Thus, until now, just like Ju. G. Vinogradov noted'’, the defenders of this theory
have brought no proof for the idea of a well-coordinated or competitional protectionist
economic policy applied. As the same author justly remarked, there are no data to prove
that Pontic wheat was more expensive than the Egyptian one. On the contrary, up to now
nobody has rejected M. |. Rostovcev’s thesis, based on the information from several
epigraphic sources, according to which in the Hellenistic period the demand exceeded
the offer on the wheat market'®. However, the given opinion stands on a couple of solid
arguments that have been exposed not only in older works, but also in a more recent
study'®, which makes certain aspects of it be taken into account.

As for the fourth theory, which blames the Sarmatians for the destruction of
Scythia, it is supported by a large number of researchers®, who rely to a great extent on
information from written sources. A novelty in this approach is the establishment by Ju.
A. Vinogradov, K. K. MarCenko and E. Ja. Rogov of two successive Sarmatians attacks
in the north-pontic territories to the west of the Don river*’. According to this, the first
Sarmatian attack took place right at the boundary between the IV"-IlI'" centuries B.C. or
at the beginning of the I century B.C. and was aimed exclusively against the
Scythians2 . After this blow against the Scythians, there was a quiet period that lasted
about 30 years. The second attack of the Sarmatians occurred between the ‘70s-'60s of
the 111" century B.C. and was directed against the sedentary population to the north of
the Black Sea. The authors believe that most of the Greek and barbarian settlements
ceased to exist precisely as a consequence of this attack not only in the lower Don,
Dnepr, Bug, and lower Dnestr area and north-western Crimea®, but also in the European
part of Bospor. The same authors explain the lack of material traces belonging to the
Sarmatians in the north-pontic area to the west from the Don river by the fact that they
ran their devastating blows from the steppes between the Don and the Volga or the
Kuban region®*.

The arguments of those who criticize this opinion, whose main representatives
are S. V. Polin and A. V. Simonenko can be brought down to three theses. The first
refers to the events accounted for by Diodor of Sicily (I, 43, 7), which, in their opinion,

Y7 Ju. G. Vinogradov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 107.

'8 Cf., in this sense, Ju. G. Vinogradov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 107 and all the bibliography.

®. Brujako, Despre evenimentele... (n. 3), p. 75-77 considers this factor as being parallel and
independent from the Sarmatic and Celtic one.

22 M. |. Rostovcev, Amaga... (n. 2), p. 60 sqq.; idem, Ellinstvo i iranstvo... (n. 2), p. 43, 127 sq.; M.
Rostovtzeff, Iranians and Greeks... (n. 2), p. 85, 139; M. Rostowzew, Skythien... (n. 2), p. 405, 605; D.
A. Maginskij, op. cit. (n. 7), p. 30-54; A. N. Seglov, op. cit. (n. 7); K. F. Smimov, O nadale... (n. 7), p. 191-
196; idem, Sarmaty i utverzdenie... (n. 7); V. N. Kostenko, op. cit. (n. 7); V. E. Maximenko, Savromaty i
sarmaty... (n. 7), p. 18, 43-49, 116-129; idem, Sarmaty... (n. 2), p. 74-81. among more recent works, see
K. K. Marcenko, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 70-80; Ju. A. Vinogradov, K. K. MarCenko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p.
93-103; Ju. G. Vinogradov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 104-124.

21 Ju. A Vinogradov, K. K. Mar&enko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 98-101.

2 V. Brujako, Of dioramy k panorame... (n. 3), p. 328 considers that the Sarmatic attack was not
directed against the nomadic Scythians that were constantly moving, but against the settlements in
which most of Scythia’s economic and thrift potential was concentrated.

23 Towards the middle 111 century B.C. life ceases to exist in virtually all ancient settiements in the lower
Dnestr area (I. Brujako, Despre evenimentele... (n. 3), p. 64).

2 Ju. A. Vinogradov, K. K. Maréenko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 101; Ju. G. Vinogradov, op. cit. (n. 2),
p. 122-123; V. M. Klepikov, A. S. Skripkin, Rannie sarma%v v kontexte istoriceskih sobytij Vostoénoj Evropy,
Donskie drevnosti 5, 1997, p. 38 considers that in the [ century B.C., the Sarmatians were responsible
for the devastating incursions in the north-pontic territory to the west of the Don, in the steppes between
the Don and the Volga.
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cannot be dated with great accuracy and therefore are not truthful®®, and the second is
based on the fact that in the last third of the IV" century B.C. the construction of Scythian
“royal” tumuli and the tumuli built by the common people are dated from the beginning of
the I1I™ century B.C.ze, at the latest. The third is based on the fact that the earliest
Sarmatian vestiges in the north-pontic territory west from the Don river are from the |
century A.D.?’, which also comes from the analysis of early Sarmatian discoveries in the
north-pontic area®®.

We have to state, as a digression, that the archeological material inside Scythian
settlements indicates the fact that most of them cease to exist in the time frame
comprised between the first third and the middle 111 century B.C.?°. This inaccuracy
related to the extinction of these settlements is due first of all to the fact that the
archeological material found in the last inhabitance level is dated broadly, which hinders
the exact establishment of their extinction. However, we can generally state that in the
first half of the [1I® century B.C. the great north-pontic Scythia ceased to exist on most of
its territoryao.

As for the Sarmatians, we must state that archeological data allow us to conclude
firmly that in the second half of the IV" century B.C. they began to penetrate and settle
down in the vicinity of the territories inhabited by the Scythians. This fact is also
confirmed by the finding, in the steppe areas to the east of the Don, the Kuban region
and north-Caucasian territories, of funerary complexes belonging to the new nomads that

BCf s V. Polin, Ot Skifii... (n. 1), p. 96-98; S. V. Polin, A. V. Simonenko, Skifija i sarmaty, Donskie
drevnosti 5, 1997, p. 93; A. V. Simonenko, Sarmaty Tavrij, Kiev 1993, p. 104; idem, Rann'osar-
matskyj period u pivniénomu Pryéornomor'i, Arheologija (Kiev) 1, 1994, p. 33-34; idem, The Problem
of the Sarmatian Penetration in the North Pontic Area According to Archaeological Data, || Mar Nero
I, Bucuresti 1994, p. 102-103; idem, Sarmaty Pivni¢nogo Prycornomorja. Hronologija, periodyzacija
ta etno-politycna istorija, Avtoreferat dysertacii na zdobuttja stupenja doktora istoryényh nauk, Kiev
1999, p. 23.

% 3. V. Polin, Pro sarmats'ke... (n. 4), p. 24 sqq.; idem, Ot Skifii... (n. 1), p. 33-50, 101-123 with all the
bibliography; for the dating of the last Scythian tumuli, see A. Ju. Alexeev, op. cit. (n. 4), p. 157-164.
None of the thousands Scythian tumuli in the north-pontic territory that have been researched along the
years is dated later than the beginning of the - century B.C., and the earliest tombs in late Scythian
necropolises are dated no earlier than the middle 11" century B.C.

27 ¢f. S. V. Polin, A. V. Simonenko, Rannesarmatskie pogrebenifa Severnogo Pricernomoria, Issle-
dovanija po arheologhii Podneprov'ja, Dnepropetrovsk 1990, p. 76-95; S. V. Polin, Ot Skifii... (n. 1); A.
V. Simonenko, Roxolany (posuk arheologicnyh vidpovidnostej), Arheologija (Kiev) 4, 1991, p. 17-28;
idem, Sarmaty... (n. 25), p. 7-29, 104-112; idem, Rann'osarmatskyj period... (n. 25), p. 32-48; idem, The
Problem of the Sarmanatian... (n. 25), p. 99-134; idem, Sarmaty Pivni¢nogo... (n. 25), p. 7-9, 21-25.

% After having analyzed the situation of the north-west pontic region in the e century B.C., I. V.
Brujako reached the conclusion that the situation of the Hellenistic and barbarian population in this
region is not connected to the Sarmatic danger (I. Brujako, Despre evenimentele... (n. 3), p. 71, 77,
idem, Of dioramy k panorame... (n. 3), p. 325-332.). The same author considers that the Sarmatic factor
must be analyzed from a territorial and chronological viewpoint, together with the examination of other
possible causes that led to the extinction of Scythia (l. V. Brujako, op. cit. (n. 10), p. 235). A compromise
variant is suggested by the works of Ju. A. Vinogradov, K. K. MarCenko and E. Ja. Rogov. It consists in
the fact that both the Celts and the Sarmatians were involved in the extinction of Scythia, at the same
time (Ju. A. Vinogradov, K. K. Marcenko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 102). This compromise variant
was proposed and supported, independently from the above-mentioned authors, by |. V. Brujako as
well, who also considers that the economic factor also contributed to the ending of Scythia's existence
gl. Brujako, Despre evenimentele... (n. 3), p. 77).

® Cf. S. V. Polin, Pro sarmats'ke... (n. 4), p. 24-34, idem, Ot Skifii... (n. 1), p. 101 sqq. In the second
quarter — the middle nre century B.C., many of the settlements situated at the foot of the Mountains in
Crimea ended their existence (A. E. Puzdrovskij, Ocerk etnosocial’noj istorii Krymskoj Skifii vo Il v. de n. e.
—llv. n. e, VDI 4, 1999, p. 100).

% In connection with Scythian vestiges in the e century B.C. in the north-pontic region, see S. V.
Polin, Ot Skifii... (n. 1), p. 33-72; 1. V. Brujako, op. cit. (n. 10), p. 235-236.
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have come from the East®'. We must note that the Sarmatians’ penetration and settling
in these territories destabilized the political-military situation in the Kuban region and the
north of the Caucasus, which resulted in the construction of fortification systems inside
the |nd|genous population’s settlements, and in some cases in the extinction of these
dwellmgs

A snmllar situation was produced in the second part of the IV" century B.C. at
Scythia’s eastern border, as well. The conclusive proof is the building of supplementary
defensive systems in the fortified settlement of Elizavetovsk, on the Don river*®. Equally
relevant is the fact that a displacement of Scythian “royal” tumuli to the west was noticed
in that respective Perlod which indicates the limitation of the territory very well-controlled
by the Scythians®.

Thus, taklng into account the above-exposed situation in the entire north-pontic
region, and also all the pieces of information and the opinions existing at present, we
consider that they allow us to believe that at the frontier of the V™11 century B.C. or at
the beginning of the 11l century B.C., judging by all the existing data, the Sarmatians
crossed the Don river and invaded a part of Scythia. An indicator of these events is the
fortified settlement of Elizavetovsk, whose population leaves the premises without the
slightest resistance®. It is probably at that moment that a series of settlements around it
cease their eX|stence as well.*

%1 Cf. in this sense Ju. M. DesjatCikov, Process sarmatizacii Bospora, Avtoreferat disertacii na soiskanie
udenoj stepeni kandidata istorieskih nauk, Moskva 1974, p. 6-7; A. M. Zdanovskij, I. . Mar&enko,
Sarmaty v Prikuban’e, Problemy sarmatskoj arheologii i istorii, Azov 1988, p. 42-43; I. |. Marcenko,
Sarmaty stepej pravoberez’ja Niznej Kubani vo vtoroj polovine IV v. do n. e. — Il v. n. e. (Po materialam
kurgannyh nekroploej), Avtoreferat disertacii na soiskanie ucenoj stepeni kandidata istoriceskih nauk,
Leningrad 1988, p. 7-8; idem, Siraki Kubani (po materialam kurgannyh pogrebenij Niznej Kubani),
Krasnodar 1996.; M. P. Abramova, Central’noe Predkavkaz'e v sarmatskoe vremja (lll v. don. e. - IV v.
n. e.), Moskva 1993; V. E. Maximenko, Savromaty i sarmaty... (n. 7); idem, Sarmaty... (n. 2); A. S.
Skripkin, Aziatskaja Sarmatija. Problemy hronologii i eé& istoriCeskij aspekt, Saratov 1990; 1. V.
Sergackov, O vremeni zaselenija Sarmatii severnoj ¢asti Volgo-Donskogo mezZdurecja, SA 1, 1992,
g) 162-174; V. M. Klepikov, A. S. Skripkin, op. cit. (n. 24}, p. 28-40.

Cf. V. B. Vinogradov, Sirakskij sojuz plemen na Severnom Kavkaze, SA 1, 1965, p. 112; A. M.
Zdanovskij, I. I. Maréenko, op. cit. (n. 31), p. 47-48; . |. Maréenko, Sarmaty stepe/ (n. 31), p. 13; idem,
Sll'akl (n. 31), p. 116 sqq.

Ju A Vinogradov, K. K. Maréenko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 98.

4 A. Ju. Alexeev, Hronologija Skifii vtoroj poloviny IV v. do n. e., ASGE 28, 1987, p. 39. It is considered
that the pressure from the Sarmatians at the east from Scythia stimulated the rapprochement between
the Greeks and the Scythians (Ju. A.Vinogradov, K. K. Marenko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 98). A
proof of this is represented by the written sources that attest the rapprochement and collaboration
between Scythian aristocracy and the Greek cities to the north of the Black Sea. The account of Diodor
of Sicily (XX, 22) is relevant in this respect, as he writes about the battle for the throne of Bospor in
310/309 B.C., in which the Scythians supported Satir, the elder son of Parysades, the legal heir to the
throne, and the Sarmatians (Siraces) supported Eumelos, who went to fight against his brothers (Cf. Ju.
M. Desjatcikov, Process sarmatizacii Bospora, Avtoreferat disertacii na soiskanie uéenoj stepeni
kandidata istoriceskih nauk, Moskva 1974, p. 7-8, idem, Arifarn, cari sirakov, Istorija i kul'tura anti¢nogo
mira, Moskva 1977, p. 45-48; Ju. A. Vinogradov, Osobenosti greko-varvarskih vzaimootno$enij na
Bospore v VI-lll vv. do n. e., Avtoreferat disertacii na soiskanie u¢enoj stepeni kandidata istoriceskih
nauk, Leningrad 1990, p. 14; |. I. Maréenko, Siraki... (n. 31), p. 113 sqq.; Ju. A.Vinogradov, K. K.
Maréenko, E. Ja. Rogov, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 98). Last but not least, it must be mentioned that it is
considered that Eumelos’ enthronement in Bospor with the help of the Sarmatianswas a turning point
for the relations between the Greeks and the Barbarians to the north of the Black Sea, and that from
that point on, the Sarmatianswould be the main ally of the Bosporan kingdom (Ju. M. Desjat€ikov,
Process sarmatizacii..., p. 11 sq.; Ju. A. Vinogradov, op. cit., p. 14).

® |. B. Brasinskij, K. K. Margenko, Stroitelnye komplexy Elizavetovskogo gorodiséa na Donu, SA 2, 1978,

221.
?6 V. P. Kopylov, O vremeni prekrasCenija susCestvovanija varvarskogo torgovogo centra v del'te Dona v
svete Bosporsko-skifskih otnosenij konca IV - nac. il wv. do n. e., AntiCnaja civilizacija i varvarskij mir v
Podon’e i Priazov'e, Novocerkassk 1987, p. 14-15; S. V. Polin, Ot Skifii... (n. 1), p. 67.
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Other pieces of evidence of the devastating incursions made by the Sarmatians
in the steppe and silvosteppe to the west of the Don are the fortified settlements in the
silvosteppe that ceased to exist as a consequence of violent attacks to which they were
subject at the end of the IV™-III" century B.C. and the beginning of the 1II” century
B.C.%. Thus, the central part of the fortified settlement in Semiluksk was transformed into
a real ossuary that contained no less than 70 human skeletons (45 complete and 25
damaged). The people that died in Semiluksk were buried in the holes of the abandoned
homes and in those existing in the households. Most of the burials were collective and
the skeletons were put inside in different positions. As for the orientation of the
deceased, it stretched over all the 360 degrees. Moreover, it was noted that many of the
burials were done in haste. In many cases, the deceased were merely thrown into the
hole. A proof of this is the fact that in many cases, the skeletons were thrown inside, one
on top of the other, crossing the others. Without stopping to examine too many details, it
is worth mentioning that a bronze arrowhead was found inside the body of a deceased in
one of the tombs. Another fact that draws attention is that many weapons were
discovered outside these “funerary complexes”, and the research carried out lately
identified traces of burn on the wooden part of the fortification®. All of this allows us to
state that we are dealing with a massacre, the deceased having probably been buried by
the winners.

An almost similar situation was discovered in the fortified settlement of
Kolomaksk. As a consequence of archeological research, it was discovered that at the
frontier of the IVE™-III"" century B.C., the site was subject to a blazing devastation. The
skeletons of at least 50 of the settlement’s inhabitants were discovered here, found in the
position in which death had fallen upon them. They were not even buried. The skeletons
of the dead were often discovered in the households destroyed by fire set upon them.
Moreover, the bronze and iron arrowheads that had killed these people were found
inside many of the skeletons®. Traces of destruction have been recently discovered in
the fortified settlements of KnySevsk and PekSevsk, as well®C.

Judging by the character of the destruction, all of these fortified settlements must
be examined together with those situated to the north-east of the Azov Sea, the east and
north-east of Crimea and other regions to the north of the Black Sea, where multiple
pieces of evidence have been found recently, to prove the destruction of manM
settlements and also the violent death of a part of their population right between the IV
century B.C. and the beginning of the II® century B.C.*'. Finally, we must make the
precision that a series of pieces have been recently found in the middle Don area, and
partially reflect the devastating invasions of some groups of Sauromatae-Sarmatians to
the east of the Don*’. Practically, as we very well know, the construction of Scythian
tumuli ceased at the same time in the steppes to the north of the Black Sea. For the 11I™
century — the beginning of the 11" century B.C., the number of funerary complexes is
practically inexistent in the steppe and silvosteppe areas®, and the population was
substantially reduced and concentrated itself in the Don area and that of the lower
Dnepr, Crimea and lower Danube regions**.

" A. P. Medvedev, Novye materialy o finale lesostepnoj Skifii, Donskie drevnosti 5, 1997, p. 50-66.

% |dem, op. cit., p. 50-58 with all the bibliography.

* |dem, op. cit., p. 58 with all the bibliography.

“%1dem, op. cit., p. 58-59.

1 Cf. A. N. Seglov, O greko-varvarskih... (n. 8), p. 192; K. K. Maréenko, V. G. Zitnikov, E. V. Jakovenko,
Elizavetovskoe gorodisée — greko-varvarskoe torzis¢e v del'te Dona, SA 3, 1988, p. 71; A. A. Maslennikov,
Skifija i Bospor v Ili-l w. do n. e., Skifija i Bospor. Arheologi¢eskie materialy k konferencii pamjati akademika
M. |. Rostovceva, NovoCerkassk 1993, p. 60-61.

“2 Cf. A. P. Medvedev, op. cit. (n. 37), p. 60-61.

43 Cf. S. V. Polin, Pro sarmats’ke... (n. 4), p. 24-34, idem, Ot Skifii... (n. 1), p. 33-72.

* idem, op. cit., p. 34.
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Taking all of these into account, we believe that the above-presented data do not
allow us to accept, together with other researchers®®, the opinion according to which
Scythia ended its existence as a consequence of natural and ecological cataclysms.

Coming back to our initial point, we believe that the Sarmatian invasion that took
place sometime between the IV"-[II"" century B.C. or at the beginning of the I1I'® century
B.C. was followed all through the 111" century B.C. by many others, of a greater or lesser
intensity. Some of the Greeks and Barbarians’ economic sites in the Don and lower
Dnepr areas, the European part of Bospor or the lower Bug region probably ended their
existence after one of these incursions*®. One of the clearest proofs of this possible
evolution of events is represented by the Olbian decree in the honor of Protogenes. It is
from this particular source that we find out about the Sarmatian king of the Sai, Saitafarn,
who forced the people from Olbla to pay a tribute to him, threatening them that
otherwise, he would attack the city*’.

All these pieces of mformatlon makes us stop and ponder once again upon the
account made by Diodor of Sicily who states, in a fragment of his work Historical Library,
that many years after they had been brought from Media and had settled down to the east
of Tanais, the Sauromatae became much stronger, devastated a large part of Scythia and
exterminated the defeated populatlon without exceptions, ravaging most of the country and
turning it into a desolate waste land*®. Modern researchers appreciate differently the degree
of truthfulness of this fragment. The most radical appreciation has been recently exposed in
S. V. Polin’s book, where he made extensive efforts to demonstrate the legendary and
mythological character of this episode and moreover that this fragment should be seen as
an episode from the history of archaic Scythia®®.

It is well-known that Diodor was a very good compiler who had trustworthy sources
at his disposal, although often have they been superficially verified. His information is worth
taking into consideration, because many of the sources he had used are now lost.
Moreover, he introduced in his work fragments from the works of his predecessors, in an
exact chronology. As compared to Herodotus and other historians, Diodor of Sicily made no
comments and appreciations; therefore he did not introduce knowledge from his own
historical period in an earlier source. It is important for us that he knew the hlstory of the
region very well and especially the history of Bospor at the end of the V" century B.C.*°

BV Brujako, op. cit. (n. 10), p. 236; idem, Despre evenimentele... (n. 3), p. 73-75, 77; idem, Ot Skifii k
Sarmatu (n. 13), p. 215-218.

Although in the lower Bug area the traces of destruction were accounted for in several settlements,

we cannot speak about a total destruction (Cf. I. A. Snytko, K voprosu o priéinah prekraséenija Zizni na
hore Olvii vo vtoroj polovine Il v. do n. e., Nikonii i anticnyj mir Severnogo Pri¢ernomor’ja, Odessa
1997, p. 245). There are not many traces of destructlon in the settlements in the lower Dnepr areas that
were abandoned by their inhabitants in the first third of the 11" century B.C., either (V. P. Bylkova, O
hronologii poselenii Niznego Podneprovija, Nikonii i anticnyj mir Severnogo Pricernomor’ja, Odessa
1997, p. 186-192). In the fortified settlement in Kamensk, which is considered (not by everybody,
though) the political-administrative center of Scythia and which would have to be subject to destruction,
first and foremost, there are no traces of a violent extinction. It is most likely that most of the settlements
were abandoned beforehand, as a consequence of threats, and only a few of them had an abrupt
extinction, folIowmg devastating attacks to which they were subject.
“TJOSPE 1%, 32A, 11, 34, 42-45, 84-92. See K. F. Smirnov, Sarmaty i utverzdenie... (n. 7), p. 67 sqq.; Ju.
G. Vlnogradov, PolitiCeskaja istorija Ol'viiskogo polisa Vi-I vv. do n. e. (istoriko-epigrafi¢eskie issledovanija),
Moskva 1989, p. 181-184; A. V. Simonenko, B. |. Lobaj, Sarmaty Severo-Zapodnogo Pri¢ernomorja v | v.
n e. (pogrebenie znati u s. Porogi), Kiev 1991, p. 78-79.

® Diodor of Sicily 2, 43, 7, apud V. V. LatySev, Scythica et Caucasica — Izvestija drevnih pisatelej, greceskih
i latinskih o Skifij i Kavkaze, |, Sankt-Petersburg 1893, p. 458-459; idem, Izvestija drevnih pisatelej o Skifij i
Kavkaze VDI 4, 1947, p. 251.

°S. V. Polin, op. cit. (n. 1), p. 97. This viewpoint is also shared by A. V. Simonenko (A. V. Simonenko,
Sarmaty (n. 26), p. 104; idem, Rann'osarmatskyj period... (n. 26), p. 33-34).

°M. B. Scukln Na rubeZe er, Sankt-Petersburg 1994, p. 84.
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What is somewhat surprising is S. V. Polin’s reproach, according to which Diodor
provides no information on the events taking place in the 111" century B.C.*>', when
Scythia came to an end, and when the Sarmatians and Sarmatia entered the history arena.
It is otherwise well-known that, especially for the Hellenistic period, the books that made up
his works were preserved very fragmentarily, which makes us believe that he knew very
well when the events discussed upon took place. Finally, we insist in underlrnrn that, in
spite of S. V. Polin’s opinion, Diodor was familiar with the ethnonim ,Sarmatians”, and in
his days, and also later on, the terms ,Sauromatae” and ,Sarmatians” that he used referred
to the same population®?

Even though the events descried in this book refer to the events in the early history
of Scythia, we can notice that Diodor's text does not conclude that he would attribute this
particular event to archaic Scythia. Diodor's statement that the devastation of a part of
Scythia took place many years after the Sauromatae had been brought in from Media has
the form of an inserted piece of information, a typical method used by Greek historic
literature and characteristic for Diodor’s works. In fact, the respective fragment refers to the
history of Scythia, and stands out through the syntagm “many years later”. After this
parenthesis, Diodor comes back to the events in early Scythian history that took place many
years before those described in the above-mentioned fragment. If things did not stand this
way, then any impartial reader of Diodor's works would be confused, and wouldn’t
understand how Scythia could continue to exist if most of its population had been killed or
how it was possible for an interregnum to be instituted in a country that had once been
devastated and deserted®. Archeological data do not contradict Diodor's assertions either,
but rather confirm them, since he does not write about the conquest and occupation of
Scythia by the Sauromatae, but only about the devastation of a part of it™. All of these
elements support our conviction that the fragment I, 43, 7 from Diodor's works is very
important for the history of early Sarmatians and can be used as a source confirming the
Sarmatians’ incursions in Scythia in the 11 century B.C.

It is important to make the precision that archeological material from the IV"-
NI century B.C. allows us to speak about a migration of Sarmatians to the west and
south-west within the boundaries of the region including the south of the Ural
mountains, the Volga area and that of lower Don, North Caucasus, as, well as about a
gradual concentration of the new nomad groups to the east of the Don®. This migration
of the Sarmatians in the above-mentioned direction beginning with the IVl century B.C.
was caused by the pressure they were put under by the nomads more to the east of

> S V. Polin, op. cit. (n. 1), p. 97.

Dlodor of Sicily IV, 45, 4, apud V. V. LatySev, lzvestija drevnih pisatelej o Skifij... (n. 49), p. 255.

® See about this Strabo, Ovid, Pomponius Mela, Lucan, Plinius the Old, Valerius Flaccus, Martial,
Dionisius Perieget, Appianus or Ammianus Marcellinus, who use in their works the name of Sauro-
matae, together with the name of Sarmations. Otherwise, we believe that M. |. Rostovcev was right
when he said that the fact that sometimes some Greek and Roman used the name Sauromatae instead
of Sarmatians is the result of the resemblance of their names, which confused them, but also a result of
the preservation of their name in the historic tradition (M. Rostovtzeff, Iranians and Greeks... (n. 2), p.
113. For an analysis of the information provided by ancient authors, Greek and Roman on Sauromatae
and Sarmatians, see M. |. Rostovcev, Skifija i Bospor, Petrograd 1925, p. 10, 11, 22, 23, 25, 26, 39, 43-
44, 46, 50, 54-55, 57, 60-61, 79-80, 91, 94, 99, 103, 106-115, 128, 131, 137-138). It is most likely that
M. |. Rostovcev was right when he stated that the Sauromatae had nothing in common with the
Sarmatians and that the Sauromatae were probably conquered by the Sarmatians and rode out of the
hlstory arena subsequently (M. Rostovtzeff, Iranians and Greeks... (n. 2), p. 113).

DIOdOI’ of Sicily Il, 44, 1, apud V. V. LatySev, lzvestija drevnih pisatelej o Skifij... (n. 48), p. 251.

° We insist in making the precision that it is very important to make the difference, when discussing
issues like the expansion of Sarmatians to the west, between the penetrations, the incursions made in a
nelghborlng territory and its actual occupation.

SV. M. Klepikov, A. S. Skripkin, op. cit. (n. 24), p. 28-33.
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the south of the Ural Mountains®’. It is most likely that these Sarmatians in the territories
to the east of the Don and Volga were the destablizing factor for a major part of the north-
pontic territories and that they are the ones responsible of the devastating incursions
organized periodically, throughout the 11 century B.C. to the west of the Don. Probably the
Sarmatians were not interested in taking over the territories to the west of the Don in the 111
century B.C. Thus, a piece of information relevant in this respect is the fact that the number
of Sarmatian vestiges found in the Don-Volga interfluves and to the left of the Volga is not
big enough to create demographic tensions in this area®. This situation is probably the
cause for which the Sarmatians do not resort to the occupation of the territories to the west
of the Don in the 1II* century B.C. However, in the 11" century B.C., a series of changes
occurred in the ethnic and political structure of the east of Europe, which had a completely
different character from the migrations in the IV"-III centuries B.C., and which were much
more limited territory-wise. We are faced, at this point, with the activation of the Huns, the
penetration of nomads in Central Asia, the fall of the Greek-Bactrian kingdom, the
substantial increase of nomad population in Asian Sarmatia, the penetration of a new
group of Sarmatians on its territory, and the pressures over the Asian part of the
Bosporan kingdom®®. We can also add the innovations in the Sarmatians’ material
culture, among other elements®. Under the pressure of these moves, the Sarmatians
crossed the Don river most likely in the 11" century B.C. and occupied the entire territory
between the Don and the Dnepr. It is also from this moment on that literary sources
mention new groups of nomads on the territory occupied by the Sarmatians: between the
Dnepr and the Don - the Roxolans and lazigs, on the Don river - the Aorsi, in the
Caspian Sea region — the upper Aorsi, and in the Kuban region — the Siraces.

Coming back to the north-pontic region in the Il century B.C. we believe,
however, that not all the Greek cities’ or Scythians’ rural settlements in the silvosteppe
(especially those to the west of the north-pontic territories) ceased their existence as a
consequence of the danger represented by the Sarmatians and their invasions.
Moreover, it is very likely that the total incursion in the north-pontic territory to the west of
the Don never even existed, in the form and to the extent described by Diodor. Last but
not least, the Sarmatian factor must be examined taking into account not only the
territorial-chronological aspect, but also other possible causes explaining Scythia’s
extinction as well as that of many of the Greek cities’ rural settlements and the crisis in
which they were absorbed starting with the '70s-'60s of the III century B.C. For
example, the extinction of many rural settlements in the European part of the Bosporan
kingdom, the north-west of Crimea and the chora of Chersonesus in the second quarter -
the middle 111” century B.C. should probably be explained by the Scythians’ incursions®’.

" A. D. Tairov, Rannie kodevniki Juznogo Zauralja v VII-Il vekah do nasej ery, Avtoreferat disertacii na
soiskanie ucenoj stepeni kandidata istoriCeskih nauk, Moskva 1991, p. 23. It is most likely that the
penetration of Sarmatic tribes to the west occurred, as M. |. Rostovcev justly remarked, because of the
political and economical situation in Central Asia in the time lapse between the (VAT century B.C. (M.
Rostovtzeff, Iranians and Greeks... (n. 2), p. 113-115). The same author pointed out the fact that the
critical point of the Sarmatic expansion in the south of Russia occurred in the " century B.C., but also
mentioned that archeological data and some historic events show that the Sarmatic tribes slowly
headed west long before this period (M. Rostovtzeff, Iranians and Greeks... (n. 2), p. 115).

%8 Cf. V. M. Klepikov, A. S. Skripkin, op. cit. (n. 24), p. 34.

% Cf. in this sense A. S. Skripkin, K probleme istoriCeskoj interpretacii arheologi¢eskih parallelej v
kul'turah Altajskogo i Dono-Ural'skogo regionov v poslednie veka do n. e., Anti€naja civilizacija i varvar-
skij mir, ll, Novocéerkassk 1993, p. 7-9; idem, O haraktere vostoényh svjazej kocevnikov rannego
Zeleznogo veka Volgo-Donskih i Severokavkaskih stepej, Tret'ja Kubanskaja konferencija. Tezisy dokla-
dov mezdunarodnoj arheologiteskoj konferencii, Krasnodar-Anapa 2001, p. 180-182; V. M. Klepikov, A. S.
Skripkin, op. cit. (n. 25), p. 37-38.

%0 \idem, op. cit. (n. 24), p. 34-37.

87 Cf. in this sense A. N. Seglov, O greko-varvarskih... (n. 8), p. 192; M. |. Zolotarev, E. Ja. Turovskij, K
istorii anticnyh sel'skih usadeb Hersonesa na Geraklejskom poluostrove, Drevnee Pri¢ernomor'e,
Odessa 1990, p. 85 sq.



OBSERVATIONS ON THE SITUATION IN THE NORTH-PONTIC REGION 43

As for the extinction of the city of Nikonion and the rural settlements of Tyras and of the
Barbarians in the area, it can be probably blamed on barbaric populations. It is hard to
believe that the Sarmatians’ incursions in the first half of the Il century B.C. reached
the Dnestr, as the corresponding proofs are missing. As compared to the situation in the
lower Dnestr region, that of the Bug area is a bit more complicated. Thus, the fall of most
of Olbia’s rural settlements can be explained both by the incursions of the Sarmatians
that reached this region, and by the ones of closer barbarian neighbors.

On the other hand, the fact that we are dealing with similar negative phenomena
at the same time and on a wide territory®® enables us to believe that the given situation
was probably determined by other factors as well, which played a bigger or smaller role
in the process. Thus, apart from the danger represented by outside enemies — which
constituted the main cause of the situation in the first half of the 111" century B.C., we can
count among other negative factors that were like successive links in the chain of events:
the economic and political crisis in the Hellenistic world, the changes that occurred within
the society, and also the irrational use of resources. Otherwise, it cannot be denied that,
as proven by unwritten laws generally valid in the evolution of human societies, after a
period of glory, expansion and prosperity, human societies always go through a period of
decay, due to internal and external causes.

A slight stabilization of the situation was noted in the European part of the Bospor
in the second half of the 1™ century B.C.*>. More precisely, according to I. T. Krugli-
kova’'s opinion, it is in this period that a new stage began in the history of agrarian
territories in the above-mentioned kingdom, when in “new settlements and big, reinforced
households were created in well-defended places™. However, we must make the
precision that the number of newly-created settlements is inferior to the number of those
built until the beginning of the I century B.C.%°. Equally, there are no question marks
related to the renaissance of life in the settlements in the chora of the city of Cherso-
nesus. The archeological researches carried out over the past few years prove that, after
a long period, a series of Greek settlements were built in the surrounding area of this
city®®. We have to note as well the fact that, just like in the case of Bospor, the re-
colonization amplitude of the city of Chersonesus’ rural area, especially, and the coloni-
zation of Crimea in general, cannot be compared to the period of time elapsed before the
first third of the 11l century B.C..

However, we cannot say the same about the stabilization of the situation in the
north-west pontic region. Thus, in the lower Bug area, pretty far away from Olbia, only
two settlements are known so far, among which a fortified one, where not only
archeological material from the second half of the 111 century — the first quarter of the 11"
century B.C. has been discovered, but also the traces of households and their annexes
dating from this period67. But there has not been any comeback of the population in the
immediate vicinity of Olbia in the settlements abandoned in the third quarter of the 111"
century B.C.. The discovery of fragments of Rhodian amphors on the surface of these
are interpreted as traces of seasonal inhabitation®. Besides, in the entire period of time

%2 For the situation of the extracarpathian Getic area, as well as of the Thracian world to the south of the
Danube see V. Vasiliev, A. Rustoiu, E. A. Balaguri, C. Cosma, Solotvino — “Cetate” (Ucraina transcarpa-
tica). Asezarile din epoca bronzului, a doua varsta a fierului si din evul mediu timpuriu, Cluj-Napoca
2002, p. 54-55 with bibliography; A. Rustoiu, R&zboinici si artizani de prestigiu ih Dacia preromana, Cluj-
Napoca 2002, p. 131 sq.
83 K. K. Marcenko, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 74.
8. T. Kruglikova, Sel'skoe hozjajstvo Bospora, Moskva 1975, p. 101.
8 Cf. eadem, op. cit,, p. 95; A. A. Maslennikov, Sel'skaja temitorija Evropejskogo Bospora v antiénuju
eéoohu, Avtoreferat disertacii na soiskanie u€enoj stepeni doktora istoriCeskih nauk, Moskva 1993, p. 36.
27 Cf. K. K. Mar&enko, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 75 with all the bibliography.

Ibidem.
® Ibidem. Compare Ju. G. Vinogradov, Politiceskaja istorija.... (n. 47), p. 188, 189.
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comprised between the second half of the I1I'® century — the first half of the 11" century
B.C., there are settlements only on the left bank of the Bug®®. According to the
information in the decree in the honor of Nikeretas’®, this refers, in the opinion of Ju. G.
Vinogradov, to the events that occurred in the first two decades of the I century B.C.”",
the situation in the lower Bug area was rather tensed, as Olbia had to face attacks from
the Barbarians around.

A somewhat similar situation was created in the lower Dnestr region, as well.
Just like in the surroundings of Olbia, material evidence of the restoration of life in the
vicinity of Tyras is lacking. There are only three settlements in this area where more or
Iess7(2:Iear traces of the Greeks’ household activities in this period have been found up to
now'“.

The first vague marks of the Scythians’ return to the settlements and fortifications
they had left previously begin to show up sometime towards the end of the IlI"® century
B.C., in the lower Dnepr region’®, and around the middle I1"* century B.C., Scythian
dwellings on the lower Dnepr are transformed into fortifications, as a consequence of the
construction of defensive systems’. The tombs in the flat necropolises of these fortified
settlements are dated to the second half — the end of the 11" century B.C.”

The earliest vestiges belonging to late Scythian culture in Crimea are also dated
to the end of the I century — beginning of the I century B.C.”®. In fact, from this point
on can be noticed a concentration and later on, a rapid consolidation of nomads,
especially in the pre-montaneous region where Little Scythia was created, with the
capital at Neapolis. From the 11" century B.C. on, the Scythian population in Crimea
increases significantly, and their fortified settlements begin to appear in the north-
western part of the peninsula at the middle of the same century’’.

Bastarn tribes enter the scene at some point, in the last decades of the II
century B.C., in the east of Europe, at the western border of the territory in question, and
their interventions in the events in that period made them be mentioned in literary sources’®.
They have been archeologically identified, in the central and northern part of the area
between the Eastern Carpathians and the Dnestr, with the Poienesti-Lukasevka culture’,

Ird

#s.D. Kryzickij, S. B. Bujskih, A. V. Burakov, V. M. Otresko, op. cit. (n. 4), p. 101.

" |0SPE 14, 34.

" Ju. G. Vinogradov, Politiceskaja istorifa.... (n. 47), p. 183-189.

V. Brujako, Demografija i ekonomika Severo-Zapodnogo Pri¢ernomorija vo vioroj polovine Vil-nacale Il

v. do n. e., Avtoreferat disertacii na soiskanie u¢enoj stepeni kandidata istoriCeskih nauk, Sankt-Peterburg
1993, p. 6.

3 Cf. K. K. Margenko, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 76 with all the bibliography.
™ Cf. S. V. Polin, op. cit. (n. 1), p. 107-108; V. P. Bylkova, op. cit. (n. 46}, p. 191; eadem, K voprosu o
naselenii Niznego Podneprovja v llI-Il vv. do n. e., Problemy skifo-sarmatskoj arheologii Severnogo

Pricernomor’ja. K 100-letiju B. N. Grakova, Zaporz'e 1999, p. 57-59.

s Arheologija Ukrainskoj SSR, I, Kiev 1986, p. 227-229; O. A. Gej, |. A. Bazan, K voprosu o vremeni
vozniknovenija pozdneskifskoj kul'tury po materialam mogil'nika u s. Krasnyj Majak, Problemy skifo-
sarmatskoj arheologii, Moskva, 1990, p. 138.

78 A. E. Puzdrovskij, Ocerk etnosocial’noj istorii Krymskoj Skifii vo Il v. do n. e. — Il v. n. e., VDI 4, 1999,

. 101.

97 O. D. Dasevskaja, Skify na severo-zapodnom poberez'e Kryma v svete novyh otkrytij, MIA 177, 1971,
?. 153; A. N. Seglov, op. cit. (n. 7), p. 37-42.

8 Polybios 25, 6; 26, 9; Pseudo-Scymnos 794; Diodor of Sicily 30, 19; 31, 14; Titus Livius 39, 35, 4, 40,
5, 10; 41, 19, 7-11; 44, 26-27; 57, 2; 58, 7-9; Strabon 7, 3, 15-17; Plinius the Oid 4, 14, 100, 109;
Tacitus, Germania, 46; Trogus Pompeius, 32, 3, 16; Appian, Macedonia, 11, 2; 18, 1: Mithridates, 15,
53; 71, 304; Ptolemey 3, 5, 7; Cassius Dio 38, 10, 3; 51, 23-25 etc.

M. Babes, Die Poienesti-Lukasevka Kultur. Ein Beitrag zur Kulturgeschichte im Raum Ostlich der

Karpaten in den Jahrhunderten vor Christi Geburt, Bonn 1993 with all the bibliography. Coming from
Northern Europe, the Bastarns are less civilized then the indigenous population they subdue. They do
not coin their own money and seem not to use coins at all, and Hellenistic products reach them to a
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constituted in the last decades of the III” century B.C.*. Without resorting to too many
details, we consider that an indirect proof of the Bastarn’s presence at the end of the ™
century B.C. in the north-west pontic region is represented by the Olbian decree for
Protogenes. We find out from the second part of it that the Galatians and Scirians make
an alliance, gathering consistent armed forces, and getting ready to set for Olbia®'. It is clear
today that the fact that the Germanics - Bastarns were called Galatians (Celts) by some
ancient authors (Polybios, Diodor of Sicily, Titus Livius and later Plutarch) is based on a
confusion characteristic of those times, when the barbarian populations to the north of the
Alps and the Danube were classified according to the traditional scheme: “the Celts to the
west, the Scythians in the east’®. As for the Scirians, they are definitely a Germanic tribe
that was part of the first wave that entered the eastern-Carpathian area and are, probably, a
branch of the Bastarns, (they can eventually be identified with the Sidoni mentioned by
sources as a branch of the Bastarns)®®. From here, they represent an extra-danger for
Greek cities on the north-western and western shore of the Black Sea.?.

In the same period, when the Bastarns enter the territory of Moldova, the bearers of
the Zarubineck culture settled down in the middle Dnepr region®. They are Germanics as
well, and, very probably, related to the Bastarns®.

very small extent. On the basis of the information written in ancient sources, we can note that war was
their main occupation. Therefore, they used to serve as mercenaries to all those who needed them,
such as the last Macedonian kings or Mithridates VI Eupator from the kingdom of Pontus (cf. M. Babes,
op. cit., p. 72-75, 127-128, 178).

% The beginning of the Poienesti-Luka3evka culture was initially set towards the half of the IInd century
B.C. (M. Babes, Date arheologice istorice privind partea de nord-est a Daciei in ultimele secole inaintea
erei noastre, SCIVA 36, 1985, 3, p. 209). The analysis of the stamps on Greek amphora in a Bastarnic
environment, as well as the presence of “imports” specific to this population in the archeological levels
in the Getic settlement in Satul Nou — Valea lui Voicu, determined an earlier dating (N. Conovici, No/
date arheologice privind inceputurile culturii Poienesti-LukaSevka si prezenta bastarnilor in Dobrogea,
SCIVA 43, 1992, 1, p. 3-13). M. Babes has recently re-analyzed the initial dating, and he opted for a
time interval between 200-175 B.C. (M. Babes, op. cit. (n. 79), p. 153) or around the year 200 B.C.
(Istoria Romanilor, |, Bucuresti 2001, p. 527). See also, for the beginning of this culture M. B. Séukin,
Problema bastarnov i etniceskogo opredelenija Pojanesty-LukaSevskoj i Zarubineckoj kul'tur, PAV 6,
1993, p. 89-95; idem, Na rubeze... (n. 50), p. 116-119; V. E. Eremenko, “Kel'tskaja vual™ i zarubi-
neckaja kul'tura. Opyt rekonstrukcii etnopolitiCeskih processov llI-l vv. do n. e. v Central'noj i Vosto¢noj
Evrope, Sankt-Peterburg 1997, p. 105-120.

¥ JOSPE 12, 32B, 5-8. Judging by the information in this decree, it seems however that the threat was
never put into practice, the proof being also the absence from the inscription of information regarding
the attack of the Scirians and Galatians on the city.

82 A well-argumented demonstration that the Galatians are Bastarn Germanics and not Celts was made
by S. V. Polin (S. V. Polin, op. cit. (n. 1), p. 26-32 with all the bibliography and opinions regarding this
issue).

% M. Babes, Noi date privind arheologia si istoria bastarnilor (O “fibuld pomeraniand” descoperitd in
Romania), SCIV 20, 1969, 2, p. 195-218, in special p. 214; M. Babes, |. Untaru, Der friheste
latenezeitliche germanische Fund aus der Moldau. Der Kronenhalsband von Davideni, Dacia N. S. 13,
1969, p. 283-290.

8 Scirians are also mentioned on an inscription from Bulgaria, that has not been published yet and was
mentioned only by D. M. Pippidi, in which there is mention about their attack on Histria around the
beginning of the e century B.C., attack with no consequences (D. M. Pippidi, Les relations politiques
des cités de la cote occidentale de I'Euxin & I'époque hellénistique, Parerga. Ecrits de philologie
d’épigraphie et d'histoire ancienne, Paris-Bucarest 1984, p. 165, note 8; D. M. Pippidi, Gefes et Grecs
dans lhistoire de la Scythie Mineure a I'époque de Byrebistas, Parerga. Ecrits de philologie,
d’épigraphie et d’histoire ancienne, Paris-Bucarest, 1984, p. 181-182, note 19; See also L. Ruscu, op. cit.
Sn. 12), p. 324).

® E. V. Maximov, Zarubineckaja kul'tura na territorij USSR, Kiev 1982, p. 25.

% Cf. in this sense M. B. $&ukin, Problema bastarnov... (n. 80), p. 85-95; idem, Na rubeze... (n. 51),
p. 107-119; V. E. Eremenko, op. cit. (n. 80), p. 119-120, 121-171.
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What is certain is the fact that, in the times before the Sarmatians settled down to
the north of the Black Sea, the steppes here were free from the nomad population that had
been here, but was now concentrated in the lower Dnepr area, Crimea and, to a small
extent, in Dobrudja. In the silvosteppe area on the middle Dnepr lived the bearers of the
Zarubineck culture, to the west of the Dnestr lived the Bastarns and the Getae-Dacians, and
on the shore, the Greek cities that were going to a crisis period.



Gelu A. Florea, losif V. Ferencz

UN NOUVEAU « BOUCLIER » DE LA FIN DU DEUXIEME AGE
DU FER, DECOUVERT A PIATRA ROSIE

Faisant suite a la demande du Ministére de la Culture et des Cultes, la citadelle
dace de Luncani-Piatra Rosie (dép. de Hunedoara) a fait I'objet, durant le mois de
novembre 2003, de nombreuses prospections, évaluations de ['état du site
archéologique et autres activités préliminaires destinées a accrotre la valeur touristique
des monuments (les segments de muraille de la premiéere enceinte, le chemin pavé, la
tour de la porte, les bases en pierre des différents édifices).

Les prospections effectuées dans le périmétre de la fortification et dans les
environs ont révélé aussi la présence de nombreuses fosses dues a I'action des
chercheurs de trésors. On a pu ainsi récupérer différents matériaux archéologiques,
notamment objets métalliques, qui sont par la suite entrés dans le patrimoine du Musée
de la Civilisation Dace et Romaine de Deva. Au cours de ces incursions on a identifié un
systéme de terrasses, quelques-unes de grandes dimensions, sur le versant nord du
massif, contenant des traces d’habitation humaine.

Parmi les matériaux archéologiques récupérés a la suite de l'action des
braconniers nous signalons des dizaines de menus fragments en tole de fer, dont 10
avec les dimensions comprises entre 5 et 15 cm?. Les traces d’'une décoration réalisée
au repoussé sont encore visibles sur plusieurs d’entre eux, alors que d'autres ont la
forme d'une bordure périphérique. Nonobstant leur état de dégradation avancée,
I'ornementation de ces piéces nous a convaincu qu’elles faisaient partie d’'un disque (ou
méme plusieurs) similaire a celui découvert en 1949 et largement présente jadis par C.
Daicoviciu dans la monographie du site en cause.’ Connue sous le nom du « bouclier de
Piatra Rosie », cette piéce se trouve actuellement dans I'exposition permanente du
Musée National d’Histoire de la Transylvanie a Cluj-Napoca.

Grace a la bienveillance de la direction de cette institution, les fragments de tble
en fer ont subi plusieurs opérations de restauration et conservation effectuées par M.
Ovidiu Bianu dans les laboratoires de ce musée. La décoration n'est malheureusement
pas devenue plus visible et plusieurs piéces ont été détruites.

Quant au lieu de découverte, ces piéces ont été récupérées au debut d’'une
pente extrémement abrupte du versant nord, en-dessous du cbté nord de la premiére
terrasse. Les fragments de tdle en fer étaient dispersés sur un aire d'environ 2-2,5 m,
cachés par les feuilles mortes de I'automne, dans la terre que les braconniers avaient
excaveée d'une fosse. De forme presque quadrilatére, cette fosse a les cotés de 1-1,5 m
et une profondeur d'environ 1 m. Compte tenu de ses dimensions, il est & supposer que
ses auteurs y cherchaient des piéces plus précieuses que les petits fragments en téle,
gu'ils ont d’ailleurs abandonnés tout autour.

Le fait que la fosse a été creusée a la base d’'un rocher de la colline dévoile
I'intention initiale de protéger les piéces enfouilles dans cet endroit. Le fond de la fosse
semble se cacher sous ce pic de rocher; la forme et les dimensions actuelles de la fosse
sont le résultat des fouilles illégales entreprises par les braconniers, ce qui compromet
toute tentative d’apprécier I'aspect du complexe archéologique.

' C. Daicoviciu, Cetatea dacica de la Piatra Rosie. Monografie arheologica, Bucuresti, 1954; v. aussi
I. Korodi, AMN 4, 1964, pp. 523-524 — observations et mesurages effectués au cours de la restauration.
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Cette excavation devient importante dans ies conditions ou elle est située a
environ 12 m, sur la direction nord-ouest, de I'abside du batiment ou I'on a découvert, en
1949, le premier dlsque en fer — le « bouclier de Piatra Rosie ».2

Selon le plan® que C. Daicoviciu a publié dans I'ouvrage déja mentionné, dans la
zone en cause il y aurait été un rempart en terre, pierre et bois appartenant a I'extension
de la citadelle dans sa II° phase. Cet rempart n’existe plus dans ce secteur, et il est fort
possible qu'il ait glissé sur la pente abrupte voisine. Il est impossible dans ces
conditions, sans fouiller I'endroit, de préciser si la fosse ou I'on a trouvé 'objet (ou les
objets) se trouve a I'extérieur de Ia lle enceinte’, ou sous le mur de celle-ci. Méme ces
détails sont importants pour pouvoir interpréter la découverte et en établir sa chrono-
logie, de méme que la datation de la premiére piéce connue de ce genre.

Etant donné la proximité constatée, il se peut que les fragments en tdle
ornementée enterrés durant I'Antiquité a I'extérieur de I'édifice voisin aient appartenu a
un disque (ou a plusieurs disques) similaire(s) a celui découvert en 1949 dans I'abside
du batiment en cause Si I'on accepte I'hypothése que cette construction a rempli une
fonction sacrée®, il semble alors vraisemblable que cette fosse aurait constitué une
favissa.

Les fragments en téle ornementée

Les mesurages effectués sur les fragments récupérés indiquent que la piece
compléte (dans le cas ou elle aurait été ronde ou ovale, tel le disque découvert en 1949
et restauré sous cette forme) avait 45-55 cm de diamétre. Pour mesurer la circonférence
de la bordure on a pris comme repére la circonférence de la torsade conservée sur le
fragment a bordure.

Le premier disque, tel qu’il a été restauré et exposé dans le musée de Cluj, a
64,5 cm de diamétre, ce qui nous fait penser que les fragments récemment récupérés
proviendraient d'un objet de moindres dimensions. Cette hypothése est d'ailleurs
confirmée par les dimensions des médaillons centraux de ces deux disques, décorés de
motifs zoomorphes. Selon les estimations du restaurateur, le médaillon du premier
disque avait 20 cm, alors que celui du second ne dépassait pas 15-16 cm. On peut alors
se demander, aprés avoir effectué un examen détaillé de la récente découverte, de
méme que des fragments composant le premier « bouclier de Piatra Rosie », si ces
derniers ne proviennent pas d’au moins deux disques.

La téle en fer a cependant presque la méme épaisseur — 0,8-1,5 cm dans le cas
du premier disque et 1-1,5 cm dans le cas du second disque, les différences insigni-
fiantes pouvant s’expliquer par I'état précaire de conservation des piéces mesurées ou,
éventuellement, par la spécificité de la technique manuelle utilisée (martelage et
partiellement incision, gravure) Aucune trace de joint entre deux ou plusieurs feuilles de
téle n'est visible sur les pieces conservées. |. Korodi déja remarquait, lors de la publi-
cation des détails techniques observés au cours de |a restauration de la premiére piéce,
que celle-ci avait été travaillée dans une seule feuille de tole en fer.®

Les quelques fragments de bordure que nous avons trouvés présentent des
orifices spéciaux (percés, probablement, a I'aide d'un poingon a la section quadrilatére,
de 'extérieur vers le revers) destinés a servir a la fixation, a I'aide de clous. D’ailleurs,

2 Nous mentionnons que cet objet a été trouvé «dans le batiment en abside de la premiéere terrasse,
dans le coin sud-ouest de la chambre E» (p. 119), plus précisément, « collé au mur » (p. 65) — idem,
loc. cit.; v. aussi une réévaluation de cette découverte chez G. Florea, L. Suciu, Observatii cu privire la
scutu/ de la Piatra Rosie, EN 5, 1995, pp. 47-61.

C Daicoviciu, op. cit., planche II.

Falt assez |mprobable étant donné la conformation du terrain.

G Florea, L. Suciu, loc. cit., pp. 57-60.

® 1. Korodi, loc. cit.
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parmi les fragments récupérés il y a aussi un fragment de clou. Etant donné qu'il n'a pas
été découvert dans I'un de ces orifices mais dans la terre excavée autour de la fosse, on
ne saurait pas préciser s'il a été attaché au disque en fer. Sa relation avec les fragments
en tole reste tout a fait vraisemblable. Le clou conservé est long de 2 cm, avec la tige
grosse de 0,6 cm et le diametre de la téte de 2,1 cm, ce qui indique un clou assez solide
a l'origine.

En ce qui concerne les supposés registres concentriques qui se développent
autour du médaillon central, on ne saurait pas dire si les fragments récupérés appar-
tiennent a une seule piece. Ce qui est tout de méme certain, c'est que les deux
(éventuellement plusieurs) disques, celui publié par Daicoviciu et ce dernier, n’'étaient
pas identiques.

Un fragment contenant une partie du médaillon central prouve qu'il était borduré
d'une frise circulaire de palmettes en forme de feuilles d'acanthe (?) stylisées et de
feuilles (ou pétales?) lancéolées imbriquées. Dans ce cas la situation est identique a
celle du disque découvert en 1949.

Un autre fragment démontre I'existence d'un registre toujours circulaire de
feuilles lancéolées (ou pétales de lotus?) imbriquées, semblable au registre periphérique
du premier disque de Piatra Rosie. Tant que les fragments conservés sont incomplets,
on ne peut pas en estimer la largeur. Aprés un autre examen des pieces exposées a Cluj
on a d'ailleurs constaté la méme chose, de sorte que les mesures notées sur I'esquisse
publiée par |. Korodi sont toutes au plus approximatives.

Parmi les menues piéces que nous avons trouvées, plusieurs fragments
proviennent apparemment des deux registres ornementaux déja mentionnés. Une
mention a part vaut une fragment a ornements végétaux de deux registres juxtaposés
(dont I'un est, malheureusement, difficile a identifier), séparés par la « raie a torsade » —
aucun des fragments récupérés en 1949 du premier disque, tout aussi incomplet lui
aussi, n'atteste une situation pareille.

Les registres concentriques, munis de splendides décorations végétales,
devaient, d'une part, enrichir 'ensemble de la composition et, d’autre part, focaliser le
regard sur le centre. Les combinaisons d’ornements phytomorphes, qui respirent un air
méditerranéen, se retrouvent sur une série d’autres artéfacts métalliques ou céramiques
découverts dans le complexe des Monts Orastie, notamment a Sarmizegetusa Regia.’

Une autre difféerence consiste dans le fait que le disque découvert en 1949
présente a la périphérie de ses registres ornementaux, juste devant la bordure aux
orifices de fixation, une torsade juxtaposée a une raie formée d'astragales, cette derniere
n'existant pas sur les fragments de bordure que nous avons trouvés.

Les deux médaillons centraux, qui renferment au fond I'essence du message
iconographique, présentent aussi quelques différences. Sur le premier (qui est d'ailleurs
mieux conservé) I'on voit clairement que I'aurochs se déplace vers la gauche, alors que
sur les fragments de meédaillon central que nous avons récupérés l'on remarque
seulement une paire de pattes d’herbivore en posture immobile (I'une de I'autre).

On déplore [l'état extrémement précaire de préservation des fragments
récupéreés, qui rend impossible tout autre observation.

Quelques conclusions

La découverte, dans les conditions susmentionnées, de quelques fragments de
disque semblable au « bouclier de Piatra Rosie », qu'on considérait jusqu'a présent
unique en son genre, souléve une série de questions liées a ces objets et a leur fonction.

La décoration complexe et les difféerences de détail (concernant les dimensions
et la figuration) entre ces piéces constituent, a notre avis, des arguments supplémen-

" Une analyse de cette iconographie chez G. Florea, L. Suciu, op. cit.
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taires en faveur d’une fonction liée au culte. Il s'impose donc d’'abandonner I'hypothése
selon laquelle il s’agirait de piéces d’armement (« bouclier d’apparat ») appartenant a un
personnage haut placé sur I'échelle sociale de I'époque.

On pourrait, par exemple, imaginer une frise (ou autre genre de groupement)
composée de pareilles piéces exposées dans I'édifice en abside de la premiére terrasse.

Il reste cependant a expliquer pourquoi certains fragments ont été découverts
sous les ruines du batiment (probablement détruit pendant les guerres daco-romaines),
alors que d’'autres, provenant d’'une (ou plusieurs) piéce(s) distincte(s), ont été enterrés
dans les environs. Il est fort possible qu’ils soient a un moment donné mis I'un a la place
de lautre. A premiére vue, la technique et les détails d'exécution des ornements
(principaux et secondaires) sur la tole en fer, ainsi que la maniere de traitement des
motifs semblent identiques : I'état de conservation mis a part, elles ont I'air d’appartenir
au méme artiste.

Comme nous l'avons déja dit, il est douteux que les fragments composant la
piece reconstituee exposée au musée de Cluj fasse partie d'une et méme piéce. Le
disque a été conservé sous vide, couvert d’'une « coupole » en plastique transparent (on
y a renoncé a présent), de sorte qu’il était impossible de realiser des dessins, des
observations et des mesures directes. Aprés un nouvel examen des piéces compo-
santes, on se pose la question légitime si elles n'appartiennent pas en fait a deux ou
plusieurs disques différents.

Ce qui reste du « registre en forme de croissant » — l'option arbitraire de
reconstitution du restaurateur |. Korodi — portant I'image des pattes d'un félin pourrait au
fond faire partie du meédaillon central d’'une autre piece. La nervure en relief qui le
confine représente I'arc d'un (supposé) cercle d’environ 18 cm de diametre, tandis que le
médaillon a I'image de I'aurochs (que nous avons remesuré) a 18-19 cm de diamétre.®
Les fragments a décoration végétale (rinceaux) qui « completent » le registre ne sont
pas connexes a cette portion.

Les dimensions des fragments et le caractére incomplet des images ne
permettent de formuler des certitudes, mais tout simplement de doutes et d’hypotheses
possibles.

Le fait que les fragments découverts par C. Daicoviciu et ses collaborateurs en
1949 a l'intérieur de 'abside ne se complétent pas pour former un disque complet (il en
manque de grands morceaux) pourrait étre mis sur le compte de la destruction de
I'édifice, sans pour autant négliger la possibilité d'une détérioration volontaire du premier
disque — pour éviter, peu-étre, le sacrilege. On ne pourrait non plus exclure I'hypothese
que les pieces trouvées dans la fosse braconnée par les chercheurs de trésors vy
auraient été mises pour des raisons de protection.

Il est extrémement difficile, en I'absence de fouilles plus amples, de préciser la
relation chronologique entre les pieces connues, compte tenu des conditions de la
découverte. On doit aussi mentionner I'absence de données relatives a la relation
stratigraphique entre le rempart en pierre, terre et bois qui forme la deuxiéme enceinte
(actuellement invisible dans le secteur mentionné) et la fosse d’ou I'on a récupéré ces
fragments.

® Les mesures approximatives s’expliquent par le fait que la piéce martelée a été travaillée a la main, a
subi des dégradations majeures et, d'autre part, a subi des opérations de restauration.















Florian Matei-Popescu

ON THE PRESENCE OF THE COHORT /X BATAVORUM
MILLIARIA EQUITATA IN MOESIA INFERIOR*

The possible presence of this cohort' between the auxiliary troops of Moesia
Inferior has been sustained based on three assumptions.

First of all, it was supposed, by D. Tudor, that the name of this troop appears on
two tile stamps at Birsesti and Buridava (Stolnlcenl)

Starting from this assumption, K. H. Dietz has supposed that the name of this
cohort could have been restored on the diploma fragment from Oberstimm, and therefore
this diploma would have been issued both for the auxiliary troops of Raetia and for an
unit that has been deployed for a short time in Moesia Inferior”.

Finally, the name of the cohort was also restored on a diploma fragment from
Dambafh dated to 27™ September 112, which was attributed to the auxilia of Moesia
Inferior”.

* | would like to thank Prof. Constantin C. Petolescu (Bucharest) and Dr. Paul Holder (Manchester) for
reading previous versions of this short paper and made valuable comments on it allowing me to improve
its quality.

Benes 1978 = J. Bene§, Auxilia romana in Moesia atque in Dacia. Zu den Fragen des rémischen
Verteidingungssystems im unteren Donauraum und in den angrenzenden Gebieten, Prag 1978; Gudea
1997 = N. Gudea, Der dakische Limes. Materialien zu seiner Geschichte, Sonderdruck aus Jahrbuch des
Rémisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums Mainz 1997, 44. Jahrgang; Holder 2003 = P. Holder, Auxiliary
Deployment in the Reign of Hadrian, in J. J. Wilkes (ed.), Documenting the Roman Army. Essays in the
Honour of Margaret Roxan, London 2003; Lérincz 1979 = B. L&rincz, Pannonische Stempelziegel II:
Limes-Strecke Vetus Salina — Intercisa, DissArch Il, 7, Budapest 1979; Lérincz 2001 = B. Lérincz, Die
rébmischen Hilfstruppen in Pannonien wahrend der Prinzipatszeit. Teil I: Die Inschriften, Wien 2001; Peto-
lescu 2002 = C. C. Petolescu, Auxilia Daciae. Contributie la istoria militara a Daciei romane, Bucuresti
2002; Pferdehirt 2004 = B. Pferdehirt, Romische Militardiplome und Entlassungsurkunden in der Samm-
lung des Romisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums, Kataloge vor- und fruhgeschichtlicher Altertimer,
Band 37, Mainz 2004; PME = H. Devijver, Prosopographia militiarum equestrium quae fuerunt ab Augusto
ad Gallienum, | 1976, Il 1977, Il 1980, IV (Suppl. 1),1987, Leuven; Sarnowski 1988 = T. Sarnowski,
WOJSkO rzmskie w Mezu Dolnej i na potnocnym wybrezezu Morza Czarnego, Warszawa 1988; Spaul 1994
= J. E. H. Spaul, Ala®, The Auxiliary Cavalry Units of the Pre-Diocletianic Imperial Roman Army, Andover
1994; Spaul 2000 = J. Spaul, Cohors?. The Evidence for and a Short History of the Auxiliary Infantry Units
of the Imperial Roman Army, Oxford 2000, BAR IS 841; Strobel 1984 = K. Strobel, Untersuchungen zu
den Dakerkriege Trajans. Studien zur Geschichte des mittleren und unteren Donauraumes in der Hohen
Kaiserzeit, Bonn 1984; Szilagyi 1946 = J. Szilagyi. A daciai er6drendszer helyérsegei és a katonai
teglabélyegek (Die Besatzungen des Verteidigungssystems von DaZ|en und ihre Ziegelstempeln), Diss.
Pann. Ii. 21, Budapest 1946; Tudor 1968 = D. Tudor, Oltenia romana’, Bucuresti 1968, Thomasson 1984
= B. Thomasson, Laterculi praesidum |, Géteborg 1984.

' For a short history see I. |. Russu, SCIV 23, 1972, 2,68; Bene§ 1978, 17, no. 47/10; Strobel 1984, 122;
Spaul 2000, p 215-216.

2 DR 11 563 (Buridava (Stolniceni), TIR L 35, 68-69, | f; Gudea 1997, 88-89, no. 74): C I[X], retrograde; 571
= AE 1964, 229 bis (Barsesti, 3 kilometres westward from Stolniceni, TIR L 35, 27, | f): [I[X B, retrograde;
D. Tudor, in Akten des IV. Internationalen Kongresses fiir griechische und lateinische Epigraphik (Wien 17.
bis 22. September 1962), Wien, 1964, p. 405-406, no. 2 (Birsesti): “Parmi les nombreuses alae et
cohortes auxiliaries, dont I'appelatif commence par la lettre B (comme: Bosporanorum — Bracaraugus-
tanorum — Breucorum - Brittonum etc.), aucune n’a atteint le chifre IX ou X, a I'exception de celles des
Bataves. Cela nous permet de compléter avec certitude notre estampille: [coh(ors) X B(atavorum)”; D.
Tudor, SCIV 16, 1, 1965, p. 184, no. 11; Strobel 1984, p. 122; Sarnowski 1988, p. 63.
3RMD 10; K. H. Dietz, Germania 60, 1982, p. 183-191.

* H-J. Kellner, BVbI, Minchen, 50, 1985, p. 239-243 = RMD 85. See also Holder 2003, p. 104: “In
addition there is a fragment of 112 in which twelve cohorts were named and at least two, cohors |
Cilicum sagittaria and cohors VIl Batavorum milliaria, were not on issues on the previous year”.
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Starting from these assumptions the scholars have presumed that this cohort has
been deployed in Moesia Inferior from Britannia, some time before 112, maybe with the
occasion of the Trajan’s Dacian wars, and then transferred to Raetia, where it appeared
for the first time in 116°. In the following lines | try to discuss all these three assumptions
and to show that none seems to be correct.

In 1966, two years after Tudor's first publication of the tile stamp from Birsesti, a
Romanian scholar, N. Gostar has sustained that on this stamp should be the name of
cohors milliaria Brittonum®, known by its full name as ! Nerviana Augusta milliaria
Brittonum. Thus, the sign in the front of letter B should be read as (milliaria). Very few
scholars have followed Gostar on this way. Though, the assumption made by Gostar
seems to be correct, because there is another tile stamp from Burldava with the
inscription CORSMB, which has been read as co(ho)rs Milliaria) B(rittonum)” and it is
now known from the diplomas that this cohort has stationed in Moesia Inferior® until the
creation of Dacia Inferior at the begmmng of Hadrian’s reign, when it was enlisted
between the units stationed in this province®. Moreover, on one diploma for the auxiliary
troops of Moesia Inferior dated to September 25, 111 this troop appears as | MILLIARIA
BRITTONVM on extrinsecus and as /| = BRITTONVM on intus (also on the diploma
dated to 116). In summary, we have now more reasons to believe that the Gostar’s
reading is the one that is correct, bearing in mind the fact that the sign for milliaria as an
X was used for other units from other provinces, too'. It is worth mentioning that on the
diploma from 105, mentioned above, where the whole name was engraved, the sign for
milliaria appears before the ethnic name of the unit, both on extrinsecus and intus, as in
the diploma from 111 and as on the tile stamp from Birsesti. The tile stamp from
Buridava must be taken out of discussion because only the letter C / are fully preserved
as we understand from Tudor's draw and other readings are possible. In fact, it seems
that this tile was never seen since its first publication. D. Tudor has asserted there that
the tile stamp comes from Gheorghe Petre-Govora's archaeological collection'’. But, as
we understand from a Gheorghe Petre-Govora'’s letter sent to Constantin C. Petolescu,

® Strobel 1984, p. 122: “Die Cohors IX Batavorum milliaria equitata (exploratorum) wurde fur den 2.
Dakerkrieg Trajans 103/105 n. Chr. von Raetien an die untere Donau verlegt, wo die Truppe ihre
Ziegelstempel im Burgus von Birsesti und im grofRen Militdrzentrum von Buridava (Stolniceni) am Olt
hinterlie®. Nach dem Ende der Feldzige kehrte die Einheit nach 107 n. Chr. in die Provinz Raetien
zurlck”; Holder 2003, 104: “The third, cohors VIl Batavorum milliaria had been transferred to Raetia by
116".

N Gostar, ArhMold 4, 1966, p. 184.

TciL 1421625 IDR 1l 560; Gostar, op. cit., p. 182-183; Petolescu 2002, p. 90, no. 25; F. Marcu, AMN
39-40/1, 2002-2003, p. 222-223.
® pferdehirt 2004, no. 10, diploma from the 13" of May 105 found in the vicinity of Novae (Shvistov,
Bulgarla) RMD 222; W. Eck, A. Pangler, Dacia, N.S. 50, 2006, p. 99-102, no. 3.

® Petolescu 2002, p. 90, no. 25; F. Marcu, op. cit., p. 221-223; O. Tentea, F. Matei-Popescu, AMN 39-
40/1, 2002-2003 (2004), p. 276-277.
'° For example, in Dacia on some tile stamp of the ala | Bosporanorum milliaria, which stationed at
Cristegti (Szilagyi 1946, Taf. XIV/203, p. 204; N. Gudea, A. Zrinyi, in D. M. Pippidi, Em. Popescu,
Epigraphica. Travaux dédiés au VII® Congrés d'épigraphie grecque et latine (Constantza, 9-15
septembre 1977), Bucharest 1977, p. 225, type Il (fig. 6, 2) and p. 226, type VI (fig. 7, 4); Gudea 1997,
p. 103-104, no. p. 98, fig. 2 (= IDR 1ll/4 154) and 8; IDR Ill/4 153; for a history of the unit see Petolescu
2002, p. 65-66, no. 5); in Pannonia Inferior cohors | Aurelia Antonina milliaria Hemesenorum (COH X
HE from Intercisa, Loérincz 1979, p. 26, 71; cat. no. 7/21, p. 22, 44-48, 57-62, 65, 68-69; Taf. 7/4.7a;
Lérincz 2001, p. 35-36, no. 23 and p. 266, no. 368a); also in Pannonia some tile stamps of cohors /
milliaria Nova Surorum from Ulcisia Castra (T. Nagy, BudRég 13, 1943, 395 and 554e — COH X NS; for
a history of the unit see Lérincz 2001, p. 42, no. 42). | shall use this opportunity to thank also to my dear
friend and colleague, Ovidiu Tentea, who kindly informed me about the shape of the Pannonian tile
stamps and who read also this paper and made valuable comments on it.
" Tudor 1968, p. 530, no. 399.
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the tile stamp was never in his possession12 and it is no sign of it in the museum from
Ramnicu Valcea'. We have thus more reasons to believe that a vexillatio from cohors |
Nerviana Brittonum milliaria stationed at Buridava was sent for short period to occupy the
small fortification from Birsesti'.

On the small fragment of Oberstimm'®, in the first line K.-H. Dietz has presumed
that he could read the name of Ti. lulius Aquilinus, attested procurator of the Raetia
province in those times'®. In fact the name was constructed only using bottoms of the
letters and as H. Wolff has already pointed out the assumption made by Dietz, that we
have to restore the name of the cohort IX Batavorum milliaria on this fragment, does not
sit on the firm ground”. Also, the name of certain governor Faustinus can not be, without
any kind of hesitations, presumed to be the cognomen of A. Caecilius Faustinus, the
governor of Moesia Inferior from 103/105'®. For instance, we can search for a Faustinus,
as an equestrian commander of a certain unit, on a diploma issued for one of the
provinces with only one troop'®. Or if it was in fact A. Caecilius Faustinus named on this
fragment we shall have to bear in mind that he was also the governor of Pannonia
Superior sometime before the 3™ of May 112%. It would have been possible to have on a
constitution for Raetia auxilia a unit which had been for a certain period deployed on the
territory of that province. Therefore, there are no decisive proofs that Faustinus from the
diploma fragment of Oberstimm was one and the same person with the attested
governor of Moesia Inferior, A. Caecilius Faustinus or that this fragment having the name
of this person on it should automatically referred to Moesia Inferior.

On the diploma from Dambach, it was engraved the name of a certain Batavorum
unit, but one can not be sure that it is the cohort /X Batavorum, because the numeral is
missing®'. Although the diploma has certain difficulties of reading, there are no decisive
proofs that, from the remaining letters, we can supply the names of some auxiliary troops
of Moesia Inferior. Therefore, | believe that this diploma should be restored as a diploma
for the auxiliary troops of Raetia. The first unit from the list which appeared to be
sagittaria (VG SAGITT) could be identified as ala | Augusta Thracum sagittariorum, unit
that was listed by the diplomas from 107 and 116 on the second position®. After this unit
from the letters ET | we could read et ! singularium, just like on the diplomas from 107

2 Letter from 9™ of the December 1976. | want to express my gratitude towards my professor,
Constantin C. Petolescu, who kindly provided me this information.

¥ Another information from Constantin C. Petolescu, based on the document sent in 1976 to him from
this museum and where it was no sign of this tile stamp.

' For a short presentation of the archaeological discoveries from there, see D. Tudor, in Akte des IV.
Internationalen Kongresses fiir griechische und lateinische Epigraphik (Wien 17. bis 22. September
1962), Wien, 1964, p. 405. D. Tudor believed there was situated the Dacian Laténe site, in fact this
Presumably site was situated at Ocnita (TIR L 35, 54, | f).

> RMD 10.

'® K. H. Dietz, Germania 60, 1982, p. 183-191.

. Wolf, BVbl, Minchen, 65, 2000, p. 155: “die Ergdnzung der coh. VIlIl Batavorum milliaria erscheint
z. Zt. ganz ungewif}".

'® PIR? C 43; Thomasson 1984, p. 131, no. 68.

"% See the earliest example provided by the fully preserved diploma for Cilicia from 19" of August 121:
intus PEDIT ET EQVIT QVI M IN COH Illl GALL QVAE EST /IN CILICIA SVB CALPVRNIO CESIIANO
(CESTIANO ext.) PRAEF SVR / DENIO (SVDERNIO ext.) PRISCO . See also the diplomas for Lycia et
Pamphylia, RMD 161 (138), RMD 67 (23. 12. 167), CIL XVI 128 (23. 3. 178) and the diploma for Asia
from 148 (RMD 100).

2 RMD 223 = Pferdehirt 2004, p. 15, a diploma for the auxiliaries from Pannonia Superior under the
governorship of L. Minucius Natalis, receveing their honesta missio in the time of A. Caecilius Fausti-
nus.

2 H-J. Kellner, loc. cit. = RMD 85.

22 C|L XVI 55; RMD 155; p. 229. For this unit which was transfered to Noricum by 132 see Spaul 1994,
p. 228-230, no. 81; Holder 2003, p. 109.
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and 116%. The first publisher has presumed that he could identify the name of the cohort
| Cilicum milliaria sagittaria, which stationed on the territory of Moesia Inferior in the 2"
and 3" centuries. But there are no signs of this cohort in Moesia Inferior before the year
134, when appeared on a diploma for this province®*. Therefore, it could not have been
on a diploma for Moesia Inferior which dated from 112. This assertion is strongly
defended now by the fact that the name of this unit appears on a diploma from 115 for
Moesia Superior®®, province where it was attested also before this year’®. In the final
remained line on intus /Il BR can be restored the name of the cohort /Il Britannorum
equitata which stationed in Raetia in the 2" century?’ or the name of /if Bracaraugus-
tanorum, also stationed in Raetia in the 2" century®®. On the territory of Moesia-Inferior
there are no information concerning the presence of a unit with this name or of another
unit that could have been appeared on the diplomas as: /l/ BR. From the letter RAVG ET
Il M the publisher reads | Bracaraugustanorum et Il Mattiacorum. In fact, as we look to
the diplomas for Moesia Inferior where both units appeared together, these two units
were separated by another unit?® and / Bracaraugustanorum was never to be abbrevi-
ated as BRACAVG or BRACARAVG on the diplomas from Moesia Inferior, before its
deployment in Dacia Inferior®. Therefore in this line too it can not be supplied the names
of some cohorts from Moesia Inferior*'.

The decisive proof that this diploma should be considered as a diploma for the
auxiliary units from Raetia is the mention of this Batavorum unit*?. In the two diplomas
from 116> appeared two units with such name: /Il Batavorum milliaria and X Batavorum
milliaria. The first unit which was deployed also from Britannia where it was attested in
the same fort at Vindolanda®, together with the second cohort, appears in Raetia for the
first time on the diploma from 107°°. The second unit appeared in Raetia for the first time
in the year 116%. In the diplomas of Moesia Inferior there is no place for a cohors Bata-
vorum, even the number of documents has been into a continuous growth in the later
years” | thus a fragment discovered on the territory of Raetia and referring to a certain
Batavorum unit should be considered as fragment of a diploma given to a soldier who

2% CIL XVI 55; RMD 155; p. 229. For this unit see Spaul 1994, p. 204-206, no. 72.

4 CIL XVI 78; F. Matei-Popescu, SCIVA 52-53, 2001-2002, p. 199, no. 17.

5 W. Eck, A. Pangerl, Chiron 35, 2005, p. 49-67.

%6 Attested by the military diplomas from 16" of September 93 (CIL XVI 39), 12" of July 96 (RMD 6) and

8™ of May 100 (CIL XVI 46).

2T H. Wolff, op. cit., 168 and the table with the diplomas; Spaul 2000, p. 202 The cohort was deployed in

the fortification of Eining.

2 This unit appeared in Raetia in the 2nd century see H. Wolff, op. cit., the table with the diplomas;

Spaul 2000, p. 94.

29 CIL XVI 44 (14. 08. 99) the two units were separated by / Hispanorum veterana; Pferdehirt 2004,

no. 11 (13. 05. 105), these two units were separated by the cohort Sugambrorum tironum.

il Matei-Popescu, in Corona Laurea. Studii in onoarea Luciei Teposu-Marinescu, Bucuresti, 2005,
. 313-318.

3 Into a letter sent to me on the 20™ of February 2006, P. Holder has suggested me that RAVG or

RAVC ET Il M or Il A could have been supplied as / Br<e>ucorum et | Aquitanorum, cohorts which

stationed in Raetia in 2™ century, but due to the bad condition of the diploma photo one can not go

further into this direction for the moment.

%2 H.J. Kellner, op. cit. = RMD 85, extrinsecus |. 8: BATAVO.

*3 RMD 155; p. 229.

* M. G. Jarrett, Britannia 25, 1994, p. 56, no. 15.

% CIL XVI 55.

% RMD 155; p. 229.

% Pferdehirt 2004, no. 10, no. 11; R. Petrovszky, Mitteilungen des historischen Vereins der Pfalz 102,

Speyer 2004, p. 13-17, another copy after the same constitution as Pferdehirt 2004, no. 11; CIL XVI 50

(diplomas from the 13" of May 105); RMD 222 (diploma from 25" of September 111); W. Eck, A. Pangler,

Dacia, N.S. 50, 2006, p. 99-102, no. 3 (diploma from 116).
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has fought in one of the Batavorum units attested there. This observation, together with
the possible identification of some auxiliary units from Raetia, allow us to consider this
fragment as a part of a diploma given to the auxiliary units from Raetia.

Recently, M. Biancardi®® has undertaken the old assumptions on presence of the
cohort in Moesia Inferior and supposed that it was transferred from Britannia to Raetia,
where it is attested by an inscription at Weissenburg39. From there first a vexillatio and
then the entire unit were sent to Moesia Inferior. In fact he proposed a new reading of
this inscription: coh(ors) IX Bat(avorum)/ eq(uitata) (milliaria) ex p(rovincia) B(ritannia)
instead of expl(oratorum) as it was read till now. The new reading it is based on the first
reading from CIL Il where appeared ex p. B. H. Wolff has, although, pointed out that this
inscription seems to date from the second half of the 2™ century, because of the use of
numeral /X instead of V/II*°, thus Biancardi’s assertions would have seem useless. But
we learn now from leather strap found at Vindolanda where appeared C /X B that this
form of the numeral was in use in the final part of the first century*', therefore this
inscription could date from the beginning of the 2™ century. In this inscription the
commander M. Victorius Provincialis is named as praefectus and not tribunus, as it
should have been named the commander of a cohors milliaria, although it seems that
this distinction was never apzplied to the cohortes Batavorum and cohortes Tungrorum
from Britain auxiliary forces**. The commanders of this unit at Vindolanda ca. 95-105
were named also as praefecti having no direct proof that this unit was milliaria, but which
was considered as milliaria due to the size of the fort there®’. Therefore, it is also
possible this inscription to date from the very first moment of unit's deployment in
Raetia*, because it is possible later on that the cohort would have been commanded by
tribuni as we learn from a Greek inscription found at Marseille, where it appears the
tribune, T. Porcius Comelianus®®. Nevertheless, this is not a decisive proof about the
chronological moment of Provincialis command of the unit, because the other Batavian
cohort which stationed in Raetia at the beginning of the 2™ century, I/l Batavorum
milliaria, was commanded by praefecti also after its deployment in Pannonia Inferior in
118/119%, but it appears a tribune, too*’. As anyone can see from the entire discussion
above, it is virtually impossible to date the inscription from Weissenburg, yet there are no
direct proofs against an early dating of the inscription. However, | would not follow
Biancardi in his assertion that M. Victorius Provincialis was named praefectus in the
Weissenburg inscription because a part of its soldiers (vexillatio) were deployed on the
territory of Moesia Inferior and therefore: “la coorte ormai della consistenza numerica di
un’unita quingenaria riporta come suo comamdante un praefectus™®. As we already saw
from above it is very difficult to assert such thing on the Batavian cohorts, the case of ///
Batavorum milliaria being clear enough. Therefore, we can guess that both Batavorum
units which would have been deployed on the territory of Raetia at the beginning of the

%% M. Biancardi, ZPE 140, 2002, p. 245-251.

¥CIL 11918,

0 H. Wolff, op. cit., p. 167: “lhrem Erscheinungsbild zufolge und wegen der Schreibweise der Kohorten-
ziffer — IX statt VIl — scheint die Inschrift eher in das spéte als das frithe 2. Jahrhundert zu gehéren.”.
*TRIB 2445. 2.

“2 M. G. Jarrett, Britannia 25, 1994, p. 54-56; Spaul 2000, p. 212-216 (cohortes Ili et IX Batavorum).
M. G. Jarrett, op. cit., p. 48-50; Spaul 2000, p. 225-230 (cohortes | et Il milliariae Tungrorum).

*3 Flavius Cerialis, praefectus (PME, F 43b); Flavius Genialis (PME, F 49b); K.-H. Dietz, BRGK 65,
1984, p. 243, note 498; Spaul 2000, p. 215-216.

“ The history of the Batavian cohorts is very complicated and | do not want entering in this debate. For
a short information see K.-H. Dietz, op. cit., p. 242-246; M. G. Jarrett, op. cit., p. 54-55.

*5 CIG Il 6771 = ILS 8852; PME, P 95.

“6 | 6rincz 2001, p. 30-31, no. 9.

7 CIL I 10329 = Lérincz 2001, p. 236, no. 260.

8 M. Biancardi, op. cit., p. 250-251.
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second century would have been shared the same history. Both would have been
deployed in Britannia in the flavian times and then transferred in Raetia, where I/
Batavorum milliaria was first attested on the diploma from 107*°, and /X Batavorum
milliaria by the quoted inscription from Weissenburg and by the diplomas from 116°. The
latter unit remained on Raetian territory, instead of /Il Batavorum milliaria which was
deployed in Pannonia Inferior sometime after 116°".

In summary, as we have seen from the previous lines it seems that this cohort
was never dislocated on the territory of Moesia Inferior. All the evidences brought up into
the discussion until now, by the scholars, could be interpreted diferrent, too. The tile
stamp from Buridava and Birsesti could be attributed to other unit. In the diploma
fragment from Oberstimm one can not be sure that Faustinus from there it is the one and
the same person with the attested governor of Moesia Inferior, or if it is the same person
we can not automatically attributed the fragment to Moesia Inferior. Finally, the diploma
fragment from Dambach should rather refer to the auxiliary units from Raetia than to the
auxiliary units from Moesia Inferior. Therefore | sustain that we do not have enough
elements to back up the assumption that this unit was transferred on the territory of
Moesia Inferior at the beginning of the second century and we have now more reason to
believe that it remained on the territory of Raetia after its deployment from Britannia.

4 CIL XVI 55.
® RMD 155, p. 229.
51 See note 46.



Werner Eck, Andreas Pangerl

EIN DIPLOM FUR DIE TRUPPEN VON DACIA SUPERIOR
UNTER DEM KOMMANDO DES MARCIUS TURBO
IM JAHR 119 n. Chr.

In Acta Musei Napocensis 38, 2001, 27 ff. wurde e|n Diplom fir die Truppen von
Dacia Superior vom 12. November 119 n. Chr. publiziert'. Die 13 damals insgesamt
erhaltenen Fragmente, die alle zu Tabella | des Diploms gehérten, lieBen es zu, einen
groBeren Teil des Diplomtextes zu rekonstruieren. In AMN 39, 2002/2003, 48 ff. konnte
durch ein weiteres Fragment das Ende des Diploms, vor allem der Name des Kohorten
prafekten some die Namen des Diplomempfangers und eines Teils seiner Kinder
erganzt werden?. Lediglich der Name einer Auxiliareinheit, eines Teils der Kinder und vor
allem der des Statthalters fehlten. Jedoch wurde aus bestimmten Uberlegungen heraus
angenommen, Sextus lulius Severus, spater cos. suff. im Jahr 126, sei bereits zu diesem
Zeitpunkt mit der Leitung von Dacia Superior betraut gewesen.

Nun sind aber neue Fragmente aufgetaucht, die den Text des Diploms fast
komplettieren und einige bedeutsame Anderungen im Text der Konstitution zulassen.
Erhalten sind jetzt insgesamt 19 Fragmente, die mit Ausnahme von zweien aneinander
passen. Daraus ergeben sich folgende MaRe fur das Diplom:

Hoéhe: 16,01 cm; Breite: 13,5 cm; Dicke: 1 mm; Buchstabenhdhe au3en 4 mm; innen
5 mm.

Das Diplom stammt vermutlich aus dem mittleren Donauraum, am ehesten aus
dem Bereich der rédmischen Provinz Pannonia, worauf zumindest die Herkunft des
Diplomempfangers verweist.

Folgendes ist nunmehr auf allen Fragmenten zusammen lesbar:

AuBenseite:

IMP CAE[SAR DIVI] TRAIANI PARTHICI F DIVl ©

NERVAE [NEPOS] TRAIANVS HADRIANVS AVG

PONT M[AX T]RIBVNIC POTEST Il CO[S ]Il

EQVITIB[VS ET PE]DITIBVS QVI [MILITAVERV]NT

IN ALA VN[A ET COHORTIB SEX QVAE APPELLANTVR]

HISPANOR [ET ---ca. 10-14 --- ET 1 ALPI]

NOR ET | BR[ITTANNICA =« CR ET Il BRITTON C R]

P F ET V GALL[OR ET VIIl RAETOR QVAE SVNT IN]

DACIA SV[PER SvB MARCIO TVRBONE QVINIS ET]

VICENIS [PLVRIBVSVE STIPENDIS EMERITIS DI]

MISSIS HO[NESTA MISSIONE QVORVM NOMINA]

SVBSCRIP[TA SVINT IPSIS LIBERIS P[OST]ERISQVE EO

RVM C[IVITATE]M DEDIT ET CONVBIV[M] CVM VXORI
o o

BV[S QVAS TVN]C HABVISSENT, CVM EST CIVITAS

IS DATA AVT SI QV] CAELIBES ESSENT CVM IIS QVAS

POSTEA DVXISSENT DVMTAXAT SINGVLI SINGVLAS.

' W. Eck, D. MacDonald, A. Pangerl, Neue Diplome fir Auxiliartruppen in den dakischen Provinzen,
AMN 38/1, 2001 [2003], 27 ff. I. Piso danken wir fir kritische Hinweise.
2 W. Eck, D. MacDonald, A. Pangerl, AMN 39-40/I, 2002-2003 [2004], 48 ff. = RMD V 351.
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A D PR IDVS NOVE
C HERENNIO CAPELLA L COELIO RVFO COS

COHORT VIl RAETORVM CVI PRAEST
L. AVIANIVS [--]JRATVS

EX PEDITE
DEMVNCIO AVESSONIS F ERAVISC

ET PRIMO F EIVS ET SATVRNINO F EIVS

ET POTENTI F EIVS ET VIBIAE FIL EIVS

ET COMATVMRAE FIL EIVS

DESCRIPTVM ET RECOGNITVM EX TABVLA AENEA
QVAE FIXA EST ROMAE IN MVRO POST TEMPLVM
DIVI [AVG] AD MINERVAM o

Innenseite:;

IMP CAESAR DIVI TRAIANI PARTHICI F DIVI

NERVAE NEPOS T[RAIJANVS HADRIANVS AVG

PONTIF MAX TRI[B POTES]T Il COS Il

[EQVI]T ET P[EDI]T QV[I] MILIT IN ALA VNA [ET]
[COHORTIBVS SEX QVAE APPELLJANTVR HISPANORVM
ETI([ E]T I ALPINOR ET | BRITTANNIC
= CR[ETIIBRITITONCRP FET V GALLOR ET VIii
RAET[OR QVAE SVN]T IN DACIA SVPER SVB MARCI
TVR[BONE QVIINIS ET VICENIS PLVRIBVS

VE [STIPENDI]S EMERIT DIMISS HONEST

MI[SSIONE QVORV]M ONOM SVBSCRIPT

SV[NT IPSIS L]IBERIS POSTERISQVE EO

RVM C[IVITATEM] DEDIT ET CONVBIV CVM

o o]

Die neuen Fragmente bestitigen manche Vermutungen, die friher geduBert
wurden. An der Liste der Einheiten &ndert sich nichts Grundsatzliches, doch werden die
Uberlegungen, die Paul Holder in RMD V 351 publiziert hat, hier eingeschlossen®.
Bekannt ist die einzige in der Konstitution genannte ala sowie funf der sechs Kohorten.
Der Name der an erster Stelle angefihrten cohors bleibt freilich weiterhin unbekannt.
Folgendes ist zu den Einheiten zu bemerken:

Ala | Hispanorum:. Zwei verschiedene Einheiten kdnnten mit dieser ala |/
Hispanorum gemeint sein. Zum einen kennen wir die ala | Hispanorum Campagonum,
die im Jahr 114 noch in Pannonia inferior stand®. In Dacia Superior ist sie ohne
Unterbrechung bis ins 3. Jh. hinein bezeugt. Ihr Lager war von Anfang an Micia. Mit
dieser ala wurde diese Einheit bei der Erstpublikation des GrofBteils der Fragmente
dieses Diploms identifiziert®. Nach Paul Holder solite sie aber eher nicht mit dieser
identifiziert werden, sondern mit der Reitereinheit, die aus Moesia inferior kam, wo sie
bis zum Jahr 105 bezeugt ist®. Da sie nach diesem Diplom bereits im Jahr 119 in Dacia
Superior stationiert gewesen wire, ware sie wohl bereits spatestens unter Traian, etwa
im Zusammenhang mit den militdrischen Unternehmungen, bei denen der Statthalter

8 Vgl. auch O. Tentea, F. Matei-Popescu, AMN 39-40/I, 2002-2003 [2004], 259 ff.

* RMD Il 153. Vgl. B. Lérincz, Die rédmischen Hilfstruppen in Pannonien wahrend der Prinzipatszeit,
Wien 2001, 21.

5 Eck, MacDonald, Pangerl (Anm. 1) 32. Vgl. C. C. Petolescu, Auxilia Daciae, Bukarest 2002, 72 Anm.
13 (zu seiner dortigen Kritik siehe Eck, MacDonald, Pangerl [Anm. 1] Anm. 18).

® RMD V 351 Anm. 2.
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lulius Quadratus Ende 117/Anfang 118 gefallen ist’, in diese Provinz versetzt worden
sein. Allerdings gehort diese Ala bereits unter Hadrian zum Heer von Dacia Inferior; sie
miBte also sehr schnell die Provinz gewechselt haben. Das ist zwar gerade am Anfang
der Reorganisation des gesamten Provinzkomplexes nicht ausgeschlossen. Doch ist es
natirlicher anzunehmen, dass die beiden Alen sogleich bei der Einrichtung von Dacia
Superior und inferior den entsprechenden Heeren zugeteilt wurden.

Kohorten:

1. Cohors | [---]. Nach der Verteilung des Textes auf Auflen- und Innenseite kann
in der Licke vor der cohors | Alpinorum nur der Name einer einzigen Einheit gestanden
haben. Welche Kohorte dies war, 1aBt sich nicht sagen. Die Nummer / ist nunmehr durch
den Rest einer senkrechten Haste sehr wahrscheinlich, wenn auch nicht zwingend zu
erschlieen.

2. Cohors | Alpinorum: Sie ist durch Diplome der Jahre 144 und 179 in der
Provinz Dacia Superior bezeugt®. Zuvor ist sie bereits durch RMD IV 226 und CIL XVI 57
und 163 in Dacia bezeugt. Dieses Diplom zeigt, dal sie von Anfang an zum Bestand des
oberdakischen Heeres gehorte.

3. Cohors | Brita[nn.]: Vermutlich handelt es sich um die cohors | Britannica
milliaria ¢. R. equitata, die seit dem Jahr 109 in Dacia stand, sodann ab 123 sténdig zum
Heer von Dacia Porolissensis gehorte®. Sie durfte bei der Schaffung der Dacia Poro-
lissensis deren Heer zugewiesen worden sein. Der Befund zeigt damit auch, da® die
Porolissensis im Jahr 119 zum Zeitpunkt der Ausgabe dieses Diploms (11. November)
eher noch nicht bestanden hat'®.

4. [Cohors Il Britjton(um) c(ivium) R(omanorum) p(ia) f(idelis). In der Erstpubli-
kation war hier die cohors I Brittonum c. R. p. f. erganzt worden. Doch hat Paul Holder,
vielleicht zu Recht, darauf hingewiesen, dass diese Einheit die Ehrennamen p. . Mégli-
cherweise nicht Iange beibehalten hat, wéhrend dies bei der cohors /I Brittonum anders
gewesen sein durfte’’. Auch sie war von Beginn an Teil des dakischen Heeres, wie
Diplome von 109, 110 und 114 zelgen . Auch sie kénnte schon bei der Einrichtung
dieser dritten dakischen Provinz dem neuen Prasidialprokurator unterstellt worden sein.
Diese Einheit war eine cohors milliaria, was aber in diesem Diplom nicht angefiihrt wird.

5. Cohors V Gallorum. Die Geschichte dieser Einheit oder besser mehrerer
Einheiten mit demselben Namen ist noch nicht im Detail geklart'. Vermutlich handelt es
sich bei der hier angefuhrten Einheit in Dacia Superior um die Kohorte, die vor den
Dakerkriegen Traians dem Heer von Obermdsien angehdort hatte. Unter Traian wurde sie
oder vielleicht eher ein Teil der Kohorte dem exercitus Dacicus zugewiesen, wo die

! I Piso, Fasti provinciae Daciae I. Die senatorischen Amtstrager, Bonn 1993, 28.

8 CIL XVI 90; RMD Il 123. vgl. C. C Petolescu, Die Auxiliareinheiten im rémischen Dakien, AMN 34,
1997, 75ff. bes. 89; J. Spaul, Cohors®. The evidence for and a short history of the auxiliary infantry units
of the Imperial Roman Army, Oxford 2000, 259 ff. Er verteilt allerdings die Zeugnisse fur eine cohors |
Alpinorum in Dacia Superior auf zwei verschiedene Einheiten: eine I Alpinorum equitata und eine |/
Alpinorum peditata. Die zeitliche Fragmentierung der Stationierung in Dakien zeigt jedoch, dall seine
Vertellung der Zeugnisse so nicht zutreffen kann.

Petolescu Aunxiliareinheiten (Anm. 8) 92 f.; Spaul, Cohors (Anm. 8) 193 f.

VgI in diesem Sinn auch Piso (Anm. 7) 34 in der Diskussion anders lautender Vorstellungen.

"' RMD V 351 Anm. 2.

2 RMD 111 148; CIL XVI 163; RMD IV 226.

3 Siehe das Material dazu bei I. Piso, D. Benea, ZPE 56, 1984, 281 ff.; Petolescu, Auxiliareinheiten
(Anm. 8) 107 f. und Spaul, Cohors (Anm. 8) 170. Die Méglichkeit, dal es sich in Dacia Superior und in
Moesia Superior um zwei Einheiten desselben Namens handeln kénnte, wurde in den bisherigen
Untersuchungen nicht wirklich in Rechnung gestellt. Ein standiger Wechsel zwischen Obermdsien und
Dakien ist sehr unwahrscheinlich. DaR gleichnamige Einheiten durch Teilung und dann Auffillung mit
neuen Soldaten entstanden, ist weit haufiger, als manchmal zugestanden wird.
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Teileinheit dann, wie es auch sonst nicht selten geschah, zu einer vollen Kohorte aufge-
stockt wurde. Seit Hadrian war sie jedenfalls Teil des oberdakischen Heeres'; dort ist
sie noch im Jahr 179 bezeugt'®.

6. Cohors VIl Raetorum equitata. Sie hatte vor den Dakerkriegen Traians dem
Heer von Pannonia angehort; wahrend dieser Kriege war sie jedoch Teil des ober-
mdsischen Heeres gewordenm. Bereits 109 erscheint sie in einem dakischen Diplom,
ebenso im Jahr 110'". Von Anfang an war sie sodann, wie dieses Diplom zeigt, dem
Statthalter von Oberdakien unterstellt. wo sie auch noch 179 stationiert war'®. Die Einheit
war eine cohors milliaria, was aber in diesem Diplom nicht angefuhrt wird. Ihr Lager
befand sich zunachst in Inlaceni, spater in Teregova'®.

Bekannt ist nunmehr auch der volle Name des Diplomempfangers: Demuncius,
Sohn eines Avesso. Beide Namen scheinen in dieser Form noch nicht bezeugt zu sein.
Doch verweisen Namen, die mit dem Bestandteil Demi- begzinnen und sich in Oberitalien
und Gallien finden, auf einen keltischen Zusammenhang °  Gleiches gilt fir Avesso,
dessen erste Silbe Ave- etwa im selben geographischen Raum anzutreffen ist”'. Die drei
Soéhne des Veteranen tragen lateinische Cognomina, wobei der erste bezeichnender-
weise den sprechenden Namen Primus erhielt. Auch die erste Tochter wird mit einem
lateinischen Namen, Vibia, bezeichnet, nur die zuletzt geborene Tochter scheint einen
einheimischen Namen zu tragen: Comaturma. Im westlichen Balkanraum finden sich
nahe damit verwandte Namen wie Comatuia, Comatullus oder Comatumarus, die sich in
Pannonien konzentrieren®”. Vermutlich handelt es sich dabei ebenfalls wie bei Vater und
Groltvater um einen Namen der Skordisker. Dieser Stamm siedelte zwischen Aquincum
und Intercisa.

Der Lesetext des Diploms lautet damit folgendermafien:

Aulenseite:

Imp. Caefsar, divi] Traiani Parthici f. divi Nervae [nepos] Traianus Hadrianus
Aug(ustus), pont(ifex) m{ax(imus) tJribunic(ia) potest(ate) 11l co(n)[s(ul) ]Il

equitib[us et pejditibus qui [militaverulnt in ala unfa et cohortibus sex quae
appellantur] (1) Hispanor(um) [et (1) I--- ca. 10-14 --- et (2) | Alpilnor(um) et (3) |
Brfittannic(a) (milliaria) c(ivium) R(omanorum) et (4) I ? Britton(um) c(ivium)
R(omanorum)] p(ia) f(idelis) et (5) V Gallfor(um) et (6) VIIl Raetor(um) quae sunt in]
Dacia sufper(iore) sub Marcio Turbone quinis et] vicenis [pluribusve stipendis emerit(is)
dilmissis h[onesta missione,

quorum nominaj] subscripfta sulnt, ipsis liberis p[ostJerisque eofrum civitate]m
dedit et conubium cum uxoribufs, quas tun]c habuissent, cum est civitas iis data, aut, si
qui caelibes essent, cum iis quas postea duxissent dumtaxat singuli singulas.

a. d. pr(idie) idus Nove(mbres) C. Herennio Capella, L. Coelio Rufo cos.

cohort(is) VIl Raetorum cui praest L. Avianius [---Jratufs] ex ped[ite] Demuncio
Avessonis f(ilio) Eravisc(o) et Primo f(ilio) eius et Saturnino f(ilio) eius et Potenti f(ilio)
eius et Vibiae fil(iae) eius et Comatumrae fil(iae) eius.

Descriptum et recognitum ex tabula aenea quae fixa est Romae post templum
divi [Aug(usti)] ad Minervam.

" In CIL XVI 90 aus dem J. 144 ist sie wohl an vorletzter Stelle in der Liste zu erganzen: V [Gallorum].
> RMD 11 123. Vgl. zu ihr auch RMD V 351 Anm. 2.

'® Petolescu, Auxiliareinheiten (Anm. 8) 116 f.; Spaul, Cohors (Anm.8) 287.

" RMD [Il 148; CIL XVI 57. 163.

'8 CIL XV190; in RMD 11 123 (vom Jahr 144) stand der Name wohl in einer der Licken des Diploms.

'® Piso, Benea (Anm. 13) 287 f.; Petolescu, Auxiliareinheiten (Anm. 8) 116 mit Verweis auf AE 1960,
375.

20 OPEL 11 97.

' OPEL | 222f.

22 OPEL i 69 f.
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Innenseite:

Imp. Caesar, divi Traiani Parthici f. divi Nervae nepos T[railanus Hadrianus
Aug(ustus), pontif(ex) max(imus) trifb(unicia) potes]jt(ate) Ill co(n)s(ul) IlI

[equilt(ibus) et plediJt(ibus) qufi] milit(averunt) in ala una [et cohortibus sex quae
appelllantur (1) Hispanorum et (1) | [--- ca. 10-14 - e]t (2) | Alpinor(um) et (3) |
Brittannic(a) (milliaria) c(ivium) R(omanorum) [et (4) Il Britjton(um) c(ivium) R(omanorum)
p(ia) f(idelis) et (5) V Gallor(um) et (6) VIil Raetfor(um) quae sunjt in Dacia super(iore)
sub Marci(o) Turlbone quilnis et vicenis pluribusve [stipendils emerit(is) dimiss(is)
honest(a) mi[ssion(e),

quoru]m nom(ina) subscript(a) sufnt, ipsis liberis posterisque eorum clivitate]m
dedit et conubiufm] cum [uxoribus] etc.

Die wichtigste neue Information betrifft freilich den Statthalter. In der
Erstpublikation des Diploms war, wie oben angefiihrt, vermutet worden, Sex. lulius
Severus, der erste senatorische Statthalter nach der Teilung der Provinz Dacia, sei
schon im Herbst des Jahres 119 in der Provinz gewesenza. Dies stellt sich nunmehr als
nicht zutreffend heraus. Vielmehr erscheint Marcius Turbo, den Hadrian, obwohl er nur
ritterlichen Ranges war, mit der Leitung der beiden Provinzen Dacia und Pannonia
Inferior beauftragt hatte, als der verantwortliche Statthalter®.

Nach dem Wortlaut dieses Diploms ist er noch am 12. November 119 in Dacia
superior im Einsatz. Andererseits hat ein weiteres Diplom, das zwischen dem 16. Marz
und dem 13. April 119 fiir die Truppen von Pannonia inferior ausgestellt wurde, gezeigt,
dass Turbo jedenfalls in dieser pannonischen Provinz im Marz 119 nicht mehr als Statt-
halter amtierte, vielmehr der Senator Cornelius Latinianus?®®. Das aber heisst, dass die
zeitliche Abfolge von Turbos Kommando in diesen beiden Provinzen, die man aus
einigen Passagen der Historia Augusta erschlossen hatte, tatsachlich eingetreten ist?.
Zunachst Ubernahm er im Verlauf des Jahres 118 in beiden Provinzen die Statthalter-
schaft, um die militarischen Probleme, die sich aus den Aktionen der Jazygen ergaben,
zu lésen. Als dies geschehen war, wurde Pannonia Inferior wieder einem eigenen
senatorischen Statthalter anvertraut, ndmlich dem schon genannten Cornelius Latini-
anus. Marcius Turbo aber blieb in Dacia, wo er nunmehr offensichtlich vor allem die
Neugliederung durchzufihren, aber vermutlich auch noch die letzten Kampfe abzu-
schlieRen hatte. Die Aufgabe der Neuordnung des dakischen Territoriums war am 12.
November schon soweit abgeschlossen, dass Veteranen entlassen werden konnten, die
bereits zum Heer von Dacia Superior gehdrten. Vermutlich hat Turbo noch Ende 119,
spatestens Anfang 120 die Provinz verlassen und hat in Rom seine neue Aufgabe als
einer der beiden Pratorianerprafekten Gdbernommen.

23 Eck, MacDonald, Pangerl (Anm. 1) 32.

* Die gesamte Literatur zu ihm braucht hier nicht angefiuhrt zu werden; siehe dazu in Kiirze I. Piso im 2.
Band seiner Fasti provinciae Daciae. Hier sei nur auf folgende Arbeiten verwiesen: R. Syme, The
Wrong Marcius Turbo, JRS 52, 1962, 87 ff. = Roman Papers |l, Oxford 1979, 541 ff.; B. Thomasson,
Fasti Africani, Goéteborg 1996, 199f.; W. Eck, Q. Marcius Turbo in Niedermédsien, in: Klassisches
Altertum, Spéatantike und frilhes Christentum. Festschrift fir A. Lippold zum 65. Geb., Wirzburg 1993,
247 ff.; |. Piso, Der Prétorianerpréfekt Q, Marcius Turbo und seine Séhne, ZPE 150, 2004, 270 ff.

% W. Eck, D. MacDonald, A. Pangerl, Neue Diplome fiir die Auxiliartruppen von Unterpannonien und
die dakischen Provinzen aus hadrianischer Zeit, AMN 39-40, 2002-2003 [2004], 25 ff.

% HA Hadr. 6, 6-8: Audito dein tumultu Sarmatarum et Roxolanarum praemissis exercitibus Moesiam
petit. Marcium Turbonem post Mauretaniam praefecturae infulis ornatum Pannoniae Daciaeque ad
tempus praefecit. Hadr. 7, 3: Unde statim Hadrianus ad refellendam tristissimam de se opinionem, quod
occidi passus esset uno tempore quattuor consulares, Romam venit Dacia Turboni credita, titulo
Aegyptiacae praefecturae, quo plus auctoritatis haberet, ornato. Siehe z. B. R. Syme, JRS 52, 1962, 87
= Roman Papers 2, 541.












Dan Dana

TRADITIONS ONOMASTIQUES, BRASSAGES ET MOBILITE
DE POPULATIONS D’APRES UN DIPLOME MILITAIRE
POUR LA DACIE SUPERIEURE DE 123 (RGZM 22)

Un diplome militaire recemment publié (constitution du 14 avril 123), accordé a
un militaire ayant terminé son service en Dacie Supérieure, offre un cas intéressant a
plusieurs egards: histoire sociale et mobilité, onomastique et brassage de populations.
Bien qu'il ne soit pas un document unique, il constitue néanmoins I'exemple le plus
revélateur que je connaisse pour ce type de documents. Voici le texte de la formule
onomastique (RGZM 22)":

coh(orte) Il Flavia Commagenor(um), cui praest

Ulpius Victor,
ex equite
Zaccae Pallaei f(ilio) Syro,
et luliae Bithi fil(iae) Florentinae uxor(i) eius Bess(ae),
et Arsamae  f{ilio) eius, et Abisalmae f(ilio) eius,
et Sabino f(ilio) eius, et Zabaeo f(ilio) eius,
et Achilleo f(ilio) eius, et Sabinae fil(iae) eius.

Précisons d’'entrée de jeu un détail non sans importance: contrairement a la
plupart des dipldbmes parus ces derniéres années sur le marché des Antiquités, le lieu de
decouverte de ce document est connu. Il s’agit de la ville moderne d'Urfa, en Turquie,
qui recouvre l'antique Edesse (Urhai), métropole syrienne en Osrhoéne, capitale du
royaume des Abgaridesz. Par conséquent, le militaire mentionné est revenu sur ses
terres d'origine, aprés avoir quitté la Dacie, ou il avait été libéré a la fin de son service de
25 ans (il a été vraisemblablement recruté autour de 98).

Du point de vue onomastique, I'apport de ce nouveau document est des plus
etonnants: on compte des noms syriens, latins, grecs, iraniens et méme thraces. Ce
brassage onomastique est révelateur aussi bien de I'arriere-plan régional du militaire,
que des endroits ou il a servi, comme il ressortira du commentaire:

(1) noms syriens: Abisalma, Pallaeus, Zacca, Zabaeus.

(2) noms latins: lulia Florentina, Sabinus, Sabina.

' B. Pferdehirt, Romische Militardiplome und Entlassungsurkunden in der Sammlung des Rémisch-
Germanischen Zentralmuseums, |, Mayence, 2004, p. 64-70, n° 22 (et photographies tome I, pl. 38-
39); texte repris par C. C. Petolescu, ILD, p. 35-36, n° 20. Je remercie vivement M. Maurice Sartre pour
les références aimablement communiquées concernant les noms sémitiques (tirées de sa base de
données pour le futur tome VI du Lexicon of Greek Personal Names), ainsi que Antony Hostein pour sa
lecture attentive et ses observations.

2 Voir H. J. W. Drijvers, Hatra, Palmyra und Edessa. Die Stadte der syrisch-mesopotamischen Wiiste in
politischer, kulturgeschichtlicher und religionsgeschichtlicher Beleuchtung, ANRW 11/8, 1977, p. 863-
896; J. Wagner, Provincia Osrhoenae. New Archaeological Finds lllustrating the Military Organisation
under the Severan Dynasty, dans: S. Mitchell (éd.), Armies and Frontiers in Roman and Byzantine
Anatolia. Proceedings of a Colloquium Held at University College, Swansea, in April 1981, Oxford 1983
(BAR Int. Ser. 156), p. 103-129; M.-G. Laude, La politique des rois d’Edesse, entre Rome et les
Parthes, Electrum 7, Krakow 2003, p. 83-99; en général, S. K. Ross, Roman Edessa. Politics and
Culture on the Eastern Fringes of the Roman Empire, 114-242 CE, Londres-New York 2001.



70 Dan Dana

(3) nom grec: Achilleus.
(4) nom iranien: Arsama.
(5) nom thrace: Bithus.

Noms syriens

Presque tous les noms syriens mentionnés sur ce dipldbme sont des
retranscriptions fatines de noms déja connus:

- Zacca est une variante du nom connu par les graphies grecques Zaxyaics,
Zayaios, ainsi que Zayyeos, Zayeos, Zaxyeos (inf. M. Sartre).

- Zabaeus est rarement attesté, sous les graphies Zafaios, ZafBaios* et ZaBBas
(inf. M. Sartre), étant vraisemblablement une forme de ZafSéatos, nom qui est, en
revanche, trés fréquents. En graphie latine, on le rencontre tel quel pour un militaire de la
coh. XX Palmyrenorum, a Doura-Europos: Aufr.] Zabae[u]s (P. Dura 101 col. XXIVy3
(dans cette méme unité, d'autres soldats portent le méme nom, sous la graphie
Zabbaeus).

- Abisalma est assez rare. En graphie latine, on le rencontre plusieurs fois a
Doura-Europos, dans la coh. XX Palmyrenorum: (1) patronyme: [AJbedsalme (P. Dura
97g); (2) Aur. Abedsalmas larhaei (P. Dura 100 col. XIV4. P. Dura 101 col. XLV 4 [graphie
Abidsalmas)); (3) Aur. Abedsalmas Themalrsa] (P. Dura 100 col. XXXIX1,). Récemment,
il apparait en graphie grecque sur un timbre amphorique hellénistique de Jebel Khalid,
au Sud-Est d'Hiérapolis (auj. Membidj): AB:5oaiuas (SEG LIl 1574: gén. ABisoaua)’.

- Pallaeus est peut-étre syrien, méme si les deux autres occurrences latines
attestées sont ambigués’. Heureusement, I'attestation la plus intéressante appartient a
la méme aire nord-syrienne: dans une inscription de Damlica, sur la rive droite de
I'Euphrate (pres de Samosate), concernant I'érection de statues sous le roi Mithridate |
de Commageéne (vers 36-20 av. J.-C.), il est question d'un certain’Aptapdurns Halaiov

dpytréx T]wfv]".

Nom iranien
- Arsama est un nom iranien bien attesté, davantage sous sa graphie grecque
'A,oad,ur;s‘g. Sa présence n'est pas étonnante: en Cappadoce voisine les noms iraniens

' Cf. H. Wuthnow, Die semitischen Menschennamen in griechischen Inschriften und Papyri des
Vorderen Orients, Leipzig 1930, p. 49. Ce répertoire est pourtant largement dépasse du point de vue de
la documentation. Voir pour un apergu utile des noms de facture sémitique M. Sartre, Bostra. Des
origines a I'lslam, Paris 1985 (Bibliothéque archéologique et historique 117), p. 141-152 (onomastique
sémitique et gréco-romaine) et 161-245 (index commenté des noms).

4 H. Wuthnow, Die semitischen Menschennamen..., p. 47.

® On le rencontre, par exemple, dans un dipldme militaire du 29 novembre 221 (RMD IV 307):
Zabdaeus, fils d’'un marin originaire de Dolich(e) ex Syria.

® p.-L. Gatier, c.r. de 'ouvrage Jebel Khalid on the Euphrates. Report on Excavations 1986-1996, |,
Sydney, dans: Topoi 12-13, 2005, p. 754 (et BE 2004, 377). M. Sartre m’a aimablement fourni une
autre attestation de ce nom, a M'allla (Damascéne), en 167 ap. J.-C., ou il lit AZroatuas (I'éditeur Bliss
avait lu sur la pierre ASioavud).

7 L. Albutius Pallaeus a Turin (CIL V 7095), et A. Metilius A. |. Pallaeus @ Rome (CIL VI 22462). H. Solin
propose d'y voir, mais avec un doute, un nom grec, Palaeus (pensant a //aAaios’) (Die griechischen
Personennamen in Rom. Ein Namenbuch II, Berlin-New York 2003?%, p. 1024). Mais ['origine syrienne
semble plus probable. D’autre part, M. Sartre suggére que, si Pallaeus est syrien, il faut le rapprocher
de noms tels Paldeas et dallaros (Mont Hermon, Adraha en Arabie et dans le Hauran).

® S. Sahin, Forschungen in Kommagene I: Epigraphik, EA 18, 1991, p. 101-105 (= SEG XLI 1501);
M.-Chr. Hellmann, Les signatures d’architectes en langue grecque: essai de mise au point, ZPE 104,
1994, n° 20, p. 157-158. Il convient de noter que le nom de l'architecte est iranien.

® F. Justi, Iranisches Namenbuch, Marburg, 1895, p. 29, s.v. ‘Apoduns; L. Zgusta, Kleinasiatische
Personennamen, Prague 1964, p. 99, § 107-13 ("Apodkns, Apodurns).
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sont courants'®; un des rois de Commagéne portait le nom d’Arsameés, d’otl les noms
des villes Arsameia et Arsamosata'’; enfin, la ville d’Edesse a subi une forte influence du
royaume des Parthes.

Nom grec

- Achilleus est un nom grec mythologique ("1 yiileis), trés affectionné a I'époque
impériale, aussi bien dans la partie hellénophone que dans la partie latinophone de
I'Empire?.

Noms latins

La femme du militaire s’appelle lulia Florentina', gentilice et cognomen des plus
banaux. Pourtant, elle était d’origine thrace (« besse », dans les dipldmes, est un terme
générique pour « Thrace » ou « de Thrace »), comme lindiquent aussi bien son
patronyme — elle est fille d’'un Bithus — que son pseudo-ethnique, Bess(a). On mesure
ainsi I'importance de toutes ces indications apportées par les dipldbmes militaires. Une
fois de plus on est devant une onomastique banale (ou « neutre ») qui, en absence de
tout contexte, serait inexploitable. C’est pourquoi il faut toujours regarder avec prudence
les attributions, sur la base des simples noms de facture latine, d'une origine
italique/iatine/romaine de leurs porteurs (de méme dans le cas des porteurs de noms
grecs dans I'Orient grec, dont I'origine réelle, ethnique ou territoriale, est trés souvent
bien différente). De tels noms banaux et neutres peuvent étre portés par des pérégrins
ou des citoyens recents et, en I'absence d'autres indications, toute spéculation sur leur
origine se révele particuliérement dangereuse. Le caractére et le formulaire de chaque
document épigraphique, ainsi que son contexte précis, sont determinants. Dans le cas
présent, supposons par exemple que l'on n’ait retrouvé que I'épitaphe du militaire, dont
I'origine syrienne aurait probablement été mentionnée. Dans le passage relatif a sa
femme, on aurait lu uniquement sur la pierre: lulia Florentina uxor/iconiu(n)x. Par
conséquent, les commentateurs auraient insisté sur son onomastique /atine, ignorant
tout quant a son origine géographique. Qui plus est, si I'on se fie a ses noms, lulia
Florentina était déja citoyenne, renforgant I'hypothése qu’elle était la fille d’'un vétéran
thrace, hypothése sur laquelle nous allons revenir plus loin.

Parmi les six enfants, un fils et une fille portent le couple de noms latins Sabinus-
Sabina. Cependant, la frequence particuliere de ce nom dans plusieurs contrées de
Syrie invite a prendre en compte la possibilité qu'ils s’agisse de noms d’assonance™. En
d'autres termes, et malgré sa facture latine, I'emploi de ce couple onomastique n’est
nullement innocent, et reste significatif de I'origine géographique — en I'occurrence,
syrienne — de leur pere.

' Cf. L. Robert, Noms indigénes dans |'Asie Mineure gréco-romaine |, Paris 1963, p. 516-519.

" Voir en général M. Facello, Basileus Arsames. Sulla storia dinastica di Commagene, dans: V. Biagio
géd.), Studi ellenistici XlI, Pise-Rome 1999, p. 127-158.

2 Nombreuses occurrences a Rome (83 personnes): voir H. Solin, Die griechischen Personennamen in
Rom |, Chicago, p. 504-506; 33 personnes dans les provinces latines d’'Europe: OPEL | 13.

'* B. Pferdehirt avait lu Fiorentinae, mais sur la photographie (tome I, pl. 54) le L, tres petit, a exacte-
ment la méme forme que dans le nom (au datif) Abisalmae.

M. Sartre, Bostra..., p. 233-234; Y. E. Meimaris et K. |. Kritikakou-Nikolaropoulou, Inscriptions from
Palaestina Tertia. Vol. la. The Greek Inscriptions from Ghor es-Safi (Byzantine Zoora), Athenes 2005
(MEAETHMATA 41), p. 335-336. Pour les noms d'assonance, voir M.-Th. Raepsaet-Charlier, Réfle-
xions sur les anthroponymes "a double entrée" dans le monde romain, AC 74, 2005, p. 225-231; pour
les noms d’'assonance syrienne, voir H. Solin, Anthroponymie und Epigraphik. Einheimische und fremde
Bevdélkerung, Hyperboreus 1, Sankt-Petersburg 1994-1995, p. 100-101.
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Nom thrace

Pour terminer, Bithus, le patronyme de la femme du militaire, est le nom thrace le
plus courant'®.

*

Le dipldme comporte deux ethniques: Syrus pour le cavalier, et Bessa pour sa
femme, précisions confirmées par les noms ou bien par les patronymes qu'ils portent.
Dans la région d'ou venait Zacca, le mélange des noms syriens, iraniens et grecs était
banal, depuis des siécles déja. A cet ensemble anthroponymique s’ajoutérent par la suite
les noms latins. Originaire d’une région hellenophone (au moins du point de vue des
traditions épigraphiques — car le syriaque est la langue courante), Zacca Pallaei f. Syrus
effectua son service militaire dans les Balkans ~ mais dans une unité « ethnique », la
deuxieme cohorte montée de Commagéniens —, et plus précisément en Mésie Supé-
rieure — région de contact entre latinophones et hellénophones —, avant d’arriver, avec
son uniteé, en Dacie, province latinophone, ou il passa les 15 dernieres années de son
service'®. Le hasard fait que sur son diplédme on aper¢oit, du point de vue onomastique,
les trois composantes de sa région d’origine (syrienne, grecque, iranienne), auxquelles
s’ajoute la composante romaine, due a son engagement'’. Chose significative, la
composante thrace est absente: on mesure ainsi le choix décisif du pére dans la
Namengebung de ses enfants; sa femme thrace n’a pas eu apparemment le droit de
choisir le nom de ses enfants. Qui plus est, le lieu de découverte du diplédme implique le
fait que son possesseur, avec son épouse et probablement avec ses enfants, est
retourné chez lui, en Syrie du Nord. Conservatisme onomastique et retour au pays,
malgré un parcours dans plusieurs provinces de I'Empire, se rencontrent aussi dans le
cas d’autres militaires massivement recrutés, comme les Thraces et les Daces.

Cette disproportion dans le choix onomastique (reléguant la femme dans un plan
secondaire), tellement évidente dans ce document, semble avoir été prépondérante
dans les familles mixtes. Cependant, dans d’autres familles, les noms des enfants
refletent chacune des traditions ou composantes. Citons une famille, relevée dans le
texte d’'un dipldme militaire, composée d’un marin thrace et d’'une femme dont I'ethnique
est ltalic(a): leurs quatre enfants (deux gargons, deux filles) portent des noms latins et
thraces'®. Autant dire que la situation pouvait varier.

Sur le dipldbme du cavalier syrien la proportion des gargons est frappante: ils sont
cing sur six enfants ! Cela s’accorde bien avec la prédominance générale des gargons

"> D. Detschew, Die thrakischen Sprachreste, Vienne, 1976 p. 66-68; OPEL | 299; LGPN IV 69-71.
Cette nouvelle occurrence du nom Bithus doit étre ajoutée a celles relevées dans mon article
Onomastique est-balkanique en Dacie romaine (noms thraces et daces), dans Orbis antiquus. Studia in
honorem loannis Pisonis, Cluj, 2004, p. 437; avec sa dizaine d’occurrences en Dacie romaine, Bithus
reste, sans surprise, le nom thrace le mieux attesté.

'® Entre temps, la ville d’'Edesse avait connu sous Trajan des années mouvementées, notamment la
destruction par le général Lusius Quietus et une courte période de contréle romain direct. Sous
Hadrien, un membre de la dynastie locale revient au pouvoir: Ma‘'nu VIl fils d'lzatés (123-139 ap. J.-C.).
Voir J. Wagner, Provincia Osrhoenae..., p. 104-105; S. K. Ross, Roman Edessa..., p. 29-45.

"7 Voir les considérations et les réserves avancées par M. Sartre, Nom, langue et identité culturelle en
Syrie aux époques hellénistique et romaine, dans J.-B. Humbert et A. Desreumaux (éds.), Fouilles de
Khirbet es-Samra en Jordanie. |. La voie romaine. Le cimetiére. Les documents épigraphiques,
Turnhout, 1998, p. 555-562; N. Pollard, Soldiers, Cities, and Civilians in Roman Syria, Ann Arbor
(Mich.), 2000, p. 111-134 (Ethnicity and Army Recruitment). Au sein d'une méme famille peuvent
coexister différentes traditions onomastiques et culturelles: voir J.-P. Rey-Coquais, Onomastique et
histoire de la Syrie gréco-romaine, dans D. M. Pippidi (éd.), Actes du VII°* Congrés International
d’Epigraphie Grecque et Latine, Bucarest-Paris, 1979, p. 171-183.

'® e marin de Miséne C. lulius Seuthi f. Bithus de Philippop(olis) ex Thr(acia) épouse lors de son
service Marcia Acti <f>(ilia) Secunda ltalic(a) et reste avec elle en ltalie, car ce diplome du 7 février 160
(RMD 1l 105) a été découvert a Naples. Leurs enfants s'appellent: Longinus, Bithus, lulia, Bendis.
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sur les diplomes militaires: ces documents, ou tous les enfants étaient nommés (quand
ils étaient nommés; d’abord les gargons, puis les filles), attestent un nombre beaucoup
plus élevé de gargons que de filles. Cet écart considérable indique une préférence nette
pour la progéniture male, et témoigne vraisemblablement d’'une pratique d’exposition des
nouveaux-nés'®.

La cohors Il Flavia Commagenorum equitata sagittariorum, présente en Dacie au
moins depuis 109, était cantonnée a Micia (auj. Vetel), en Dacie Supérieure. Outre les
attestations directes de cette unité, on connait plusieurs dédicaces a des divinités orien-
tales, tels lupiter Oé)timus Maximus Dolichenus, lupiter Turmasgades, lupiter Erapoli-
tanus et Dea Syria®. Pour d'autres unités de Commagéniens, on connait rarement les
noms des simples militaires: citons, par exemple, sur I'épitaphe d’'un vétéran de la coh. |
Flavia Commagenorum implantée en Mésie Inférieure, le nom iranien de son collegue
d'armes Mitridates et celui, sémitique, de Barales (inscription de Tomi, ISM Il 176).

Le regroupement de troupes mentionné sur le dipléme du 14 avril 123 (la coh. II
Flavia Commagenorum et les pedites Britanniciani de Dacie Supérieure ainsi que I'ala /
Brittonum civium Romanorum et la coh. Il Gallorum Macedonica, avec la mention
précieuse translatis in Dacia Porolissensi) indique leur envoi dans une expédition,
probablement celle orientale. Auparavant, la deuxieme cohorte commagénienne avait
été affectée a I'armée de Mésie Supérieure — et c'est trés probablement ici que notre
soldat a pris pour femme?' lulia Florentina, vraisemblablement fille d’un auxiliaire thrace.
Ce phénoméne n’est pas inhabituel: au Sud du Danube, on connait déja par des
dipldmes plusieurs soldats étrangers qui épousent des femmes d’origine thrace et qui
restent sur place. C’est le cas du Trévire Urbanus Ateionis f. de I'ala | Asturum de Mésie
Inférieure, mari de Crispina (H)eptacentis, probablement fille d’un militaire thrace
(dipldme du 13 mai 105, RGZM 11). Leurs enfants portent des noms latins (/ulius,
Crispinus, Praetiosa) et trévires (Atto). Dans ce cas, le choix principal appartient au péere
(au moins pour le nom Atto), mais sa femme est également concernée, puisqu'un de
leurs fils porte un nom dérivé du sien. Encore plus intéressant est le cas d'un autre
Syrien: M. Antonius Timi f. Times, d'Hierapolis, de la coh. | Flavia Bessorum (Macé-
doine), époux de la Thrace Doroturma Dotochae fil(ia) de Tricornium. Le dipléme (29 juin
120, CIL XVI 67) a été retrouvé a Tricornium (auj. Ritopek) en Mésie Supérieure; il est
vraisemblable que le véritable lieu d’origine de Doroturma, ou plus précisément de son
pére, n'était pas Tricornium. Leurs deux enfants portent des noms de facture latine:
Secundus et Marcellina. Dans la méme province, un autre diplédme récemment publié,
daté du 20 janvier 151, fut délivré au soldat dace — d’aprés son onomastique ~ Siasis
Decinaei f. Caecom( ) ex Moes(ia), de la coh. lll Brittonum veterana equitata, qui avait

" ce phénoméne est par ailleurs général: dans une analyse déja dépassée (en raison des nombreux
découverts récents de diplomes) effectuée sur un échantillon de 22 dipldmes, on comptait 42 gargons
mais seulement 22 filles (cf. M. Roxan et W. Eck, A Diploma of Moesia Inferior: 125 lun. 1, ZPE, 116,
1997, p. 202-203). Cf. aussi S. E. Phang, The Marriage of Roman Soldiers (13 B.C.-A.D. 235). Law and
Family in the Imperial Army, Leyde-Boston-Cologne, 2001, p. 296-305 (sur 54 diplémes: 53 gargons, 31
filles, 22 indéterminés).

20 ). Spaul, Cohors2 The Evidence for and a Short History of the Auxiliary Infantry Units of the Imperial
Roman Army, Oxford, 2000 (BAR Int. Ser. 841), p. 404-405; C. C. Petolescu, Auxilia Daciae. Contributii
la istoria militara a Daciei romane (roum.: Auxilia Daciae. Contributions a I'histoire militaire de la Dacie
romaine), Bucarest, 2002, p. 97-99, n° 31; O. Tentea et F. Matei-Popescu, Alae et Cohortes Daciae et
Moesiae. A Review and Updating of J. Spaul’s Ala® and Cohors?, AMN, 39-40, 2002-2003, p. 280. Sur
la provincialisation de la Commageéne, voir M. A. Speidel, Early Roman Rule in Commagene, SClI, 24,
2005, p. 85-100.

21 Voir, en général, S. E. Phang, The Marriage of Roman Soldiers... (et p. 53-85, pour les diplédmes
militaires).
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épousé une femme d'origine dardanienne, Prisca Dasmeni fil(ia) Dard(ana) (RGZM
31)%, rencontrée lors de son service.

Le mariage de Zacca fils de Pallaeus illustre bien le brassage de populations
favorisé par le service militaire et les agglomérations qui pullulaient autour des camps
militaires. Quand les femmes des militaires syriens sont mentionnées sur les diplémes,
leur origine est ordinairement syrienne (a), mais il existe aussi des mariages mixtes, en
rapport avec la province de service de leur époux ou bien une province voisine (b):

a) - Bargates Zaei f(ilius) Hamius, de l'ala | Hamiorum sagittariorum (Maurétanie
Tingitane), et sa femme lulia luli fil(ia) Deisata Sura. Le dipléome (14 octobre 109, CIL
XVI 161) a été découvert a Valentia Banasa, ou le couple s’est établi. Les deux fils
portent I'un un nom grec, I'autre un nom de facture latine: Zena et Saturninus.
- C. lulius Barhadati f. Montanus Dolich(e) ex Syria vico Arraba (flotte de Miséne) et
sa femme Aurelia Bassa (méme civitas). Le lieu de découverte du dipléme (29
novembre 221, RMD IV 307) est inconnu (Syrie ?). Tous les cognomina des 5 enfants
sont indigénes: les fils Barsadda, Zabdaeus et Barathes; les filles Rummea et
Salamea.
- 'exemple déja discuté, de M. Antonius Timi f. Times, d’Hierapolis, de la coh. | Flavia
Bessorum (Macédoine), et de sa femme thrace Doroturma Dotochae fil(ia) de
Tricornium en Mésie Supérieure. Le diplome (29 juin 120, CIL XVI 67) a été découvert
a Tricornium. Leurs deux enfants portent des noms latins banaux, Secundus et
Marcellina.
- M. Antonius Antoni f. Maximus Syrus, de I'ala Gallorum Tauriana c. R. torquata
victrix (Maurétanie Tingitane), marié a Valeria Messi fil(ia) Messia, originaire d'lulia
Transducta (auj. Agésiras, colonie de Bétique). Le dipldbme (18 novembre 122, CIL
XVI 169) a eté découvert a Valentia Banasa, dans la province de son service. Leurs
deux enfants portent des noms latins, Maximus et Maxima — perpétuant I'onomas-
tique banale de leur pére.
- le cas de Zacca Pallaei f. Syrus et de sa femme lulia Bithi fil(ia) Florentina Bess(a).
Derriere I'histoire de plus en plus précise des provinces et des troupes militaires,
a coté de rétude de la mobilité et de la prosopographie des gouverneurs et des
commandants, les dipldbmes militaires, dont des dizaines de nouveaux exemplaires sont
publiés chaque année, laissent entrevoir diverses facettes d’'une société mouvante ou
les militaires et les civils se cétoient. Ces supports de bronze, précieusement conservés
par leurs bénéficiaires et par leurs descendants, font découvrir, sous un angle nouveau,
la mobilité des simples soldats et de leurs familles, leurs traditions et choix
onomastiques, et enfin la complexité de leurs identités.

O
S—

2 B, Pferdehirt avait lu LARD(.), mais la photographie (tome I, pl. 54) autorise sans aucun doute la
lecture DARD(anae). Le patronyme est de facture illyrienne, comme I'est par ailleurs 'onomastique des
Dardaniens.



Felix Marcu

PLACES OF WORSHIP IN FORTS'

Ever since Augustus’ reign, soldiers have been a social category having a well-
defined religious calendar emphasising traditional religious festivals and the worshiping
of the imperial famlly It is still unclear to what extent they expressed themselves
religiously, and especially what the soldiers’ behavior was in relation to Gods, inside their
fortification.

The central place, in which all religious symbols of a troop were preserved was
undoubtedly the central room on the back side of the headquarter building, the aedes
principiorum. Standards were stored here, and probably also the altars and images
dedicated to Roman emperors or the Gods of the official Roman religion®. Tacitus
confirms it while describing the retreat of the consul Munatius Plancus, at the beginning
of the 1% century A.D. to the camp of the 1* legion where: lllic signa et aquilam amplexus
religione sese tutabatur ac ni aquilifer Calpurnius vim extremam arcuisset, legatus populi
Romani Romanis in castris altaria deum commaculavisset (Tacitus, Ann. 1, 39). The
inscription found at Novae is dedicated to: Dis m/l/tar/bus Genio Virtuti aqwlae sanct(ae)
signisque leg(ionis) I Ital(icae) Severianae (CIL HI 7591)*. Many inscriptions dedicated to
Jupiter, Minerva, Mars etc. have been also dnscovered in the proximity of the rooms at
the back side of the headquarter building®. Tertullian also makes the precision that
worshlplng military standards before any God is the core of a Roman soldier’s religious
life. re//g/o Romanorum tota sigha veneratur, signa iurat, signa omnibus deis prae-
ponlt "(Tertullian, Apol. 16.8)°.

There are numerous pieces of evidence attesting the fact that soldiers used or
carried with them images or statues of the Gods, as well. Tacitus states that: Dein paucis
diebus interiectis magna utrimque specie inde eques compositus per turmas et
insignibus patriis, hinc agmina legionum stetere fulgentibus aquilis signisque et simu-
lacris deum in modum templi (n.a. but it wasn’t) medio tribunal sedem curulem et sedes
effigiem Neronis sustinebat (Tacitus, Ann. 15, 29). We can thus conclude that soldiers
were in possession of, or had the right to carry statues / effigies of Gods besides those of
emperors, but a precise location of the place in which these were placed inside the
fortifications is still uncertain. Moreover, two inscriptions from Aquincum are dedicated to
the dis militaribus (CIL 1l 3472; 3473; 7591), reffering to Jupiter, Mars and Victoria’.
Consequently, A. v. Domaszewski, quoting Hyginus, suggests the existence in every
temporary camp of a special zone where offerings are made to Gods, the ‘auguratorium’,
located in the open space between the praetorium and the via principalis: Aris institutis in

' This paper has been partially realized while | was at the Ancient History Institute in Cologne, on a
scholarship offered by the Fritz Thyssen and Alexander von Humboldt (Bonn) Foundations, in May
2005

B Campbell, The Roman Army 31 BC-AD 337. A Sourcebook, London — New York 1994, p. 127 sqq.

3 About the aedes as a sacred place inside fortresses, see Domaszewski 1895, p. 9-10; Petrikovits
1975 p. 75, n. 80 with bibliography.

See Domaszewski 1895, p. 8.

® Cf. Domaszewski 1895, passim.
® Probably from the times of Marius, the eagle represents the continuity and individuality of every one of
the legions, and the loss of this symbol in battle was considered to be the biggest possible disgrace;
therefore the most important holiday was probably natalis aquilae, celebrating the day in which the troop
was founded. See also B. Campbell, op. cit., p. 132.

” For explanations, see Domaszewski 1895, p. 2-4.
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praetorii parte imae (Hyginus 11)%. Next to statues of Gods® or to others erected to honor
emperors, the soldiers that ‘...aquilas et signa Romana Caesarumque imagines adorauif
(Suet., Calig. 14) can erect statues of their commanders in principia, as well, but these
are probably isolated cases: ‘colique per theatra et fora effigies interque signa legionum
sineret (about Aelius Seianus) (Tacitus, Ann. 4, 2) or Syriacis legionibus quod solae
nullam Seiani imaginem inter principia coluissent (Suetonius, Tib. 48). Therefore, the
statues of emperors, their consorts or of the commanders were in the aedes or even in
the rooms around the courtyardm.

The questions we are asking ourselves here are: to what extent were there
places of worship in fortresses or forts, besides the aedes principiorum, and can we still
rely on the 100 year-old statement made by A. v. Domaszewski, who asserted, on the
basis of the arguments that he had at that time, that the only sacred place in a fortress is
inside the headquarter building’". | will refer only briefly to the dedication of altars to
divinities inside buildings that have a definite role, other than temples, such as hospitals,
baths, granaries or headquarter buildings, and will insist mostly on those buildings inside
forts in Dacia that had been registered as temples.

The cult of Genii was extremely popular among Romans; the most widely spread
being that of Genius Augusti or Genius Imperatoris, the soldiers being those who set up
most of these inscriptions. There is also a special series of Genii, comprised of many
items, in relation to military units, military divinities, different officers or military buildings.
There were Genii for all types of troops; the least attested are those of urban cohorts in
Rome, consequently the Genius exercitus, those of the legions, alae, cohorts or of some
numeri. The most attested are the Genii centuriae and the Genius turmae, as the
soldiers were very much attached to their troops, but first and foremost identified
themselves with the centuria or turma they were included in. At Lambaesis, the chapels
of the centuria’s Genii were situated next to the barracks of each centuria’?. On the other
hand, as Domaszewski noted, Genius legionis or that of another troop can be worshiped
anywhere, not only in the sacellum, as the sanctuary of the entire unit, just like votive
statues can be found in profane spaces. Inscriptions dedicated to the Genius of the
entire troop were discovered both inside and outside the fortresses, in the chapels of the
scholae of centurions or mensores, in thermae, in some stationes or in veterans’
colonies'. This only proves, like M.P. Speidel asserts, the fact that this cult of the Genii
was spontaneous and not prescribed’, a theoretical distinction being thus made
between ‘the act of duty’, as a result of the official religion, and the ‘personal devotion’,
which depended on the preferences of every individual, to which G. Alféldy and E. Birley
were reffering .

8 Auguratoria as independent buildings were even presumed to have existed at Vindonissa and
Noviomagus, a proof being the existence of a haruspex, victimarius and pullarius in the legion's
commander'’s staff, cf. Petrikovits 1975, p. 76-77, B. 15, n. 82. Or, the proofs of their existence are only
theoretical, the buildings in the above-mentioned fortresses being characterized by a central courtyard
surrounded by rooms that could have been workshops, private houses etc.

® For evidence regarding their location in the aedes see Domaszewski 1895, p. 11-12.

'% Divi are honored with statues since the times of Hadrian, but especially beginning with the Severi,
since when their wives began to be honored, as well, cf. Domaszewski 1895, 10, p. 71-72.

" The demonstration was based on some inscriptions from the construction or rebuilding of the aedes,
probably, which was not named in the inscriptions quoted by the author, Domaszewski 1895, p. 17-18.

2 R. Cagnat, Les deux camps de la légion llle Auguste a Lambése d'apres les fouilles récentes,
Mémoires de I'Académie des inscriptions et belles-lettres 38, 1. Paris 1908, p. 55.

'3 Domaszewski 1895, p. 96 sq.

'* Speidel, Dimitrova-Milceva 1978, p. 1546.

'* G. Alféldy, Geschichte des religiosen Lebens in Aquincum, AArchHung 13, 1961, p. 103-124; E. Birley,
The Religion of the Roman Army: 1895-1977, ANRW II, 16.2, 1978, p. 1515. D. Fishwick also argues
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Consequently, an initial planning of an official building dedicated to these Genii in
fortresses is out of the question. There is no doubt that the decision to erect such a
building at a certain moment in time was made by soldiers or, more precisely, by military
collegia interested in creating such worship places. This is the case for some optiones at
Lambaesis in the 3 C. A.D. who erected a reunion building decorated with statues and
images of the divine household and having also protective gods (CIL VIII 2554 = ILS
2445). Or, this fact is also demonstrated by the inscription at llisua, from which we learn
that a decurion (?) built a temple most probably for the Genius of the decurions’ college:
P(ublius) Ael(ius) Pauli / nus templ(um) / instituit / pro se suorumque / salute / Genio
sanc/to scholae de / curionum (CIL 1l 7626).

Genii and possible scholae of several groups are known: beneficiarii (CIL 1l 8786,
7626; VIII 17628; XIIl 6127; AE 1971, 218), capsarii (CIL XIll 11979), centuriones (CIL
Xl 7631), decuriones (ILS 2545), exploratores (RIU 424), immunes (AE 1905, 241),
mensores (CIL 1l 17796 = RIU Il 391; AE 1973, 471), optiones (CIL Xl 6566),
praepositii (apud Speidel 1978, n. 24), secutores (CIL Xl 11766), signiferi (AE 1927, 89
= RIB 451, AE 1958, 303), speculatores (CIL VIII 2603, IDR 1II/5, 426), tectores (ILS
9183), veredarii (CIL Xl 7439), vexilarii et imaginiferi (CIL XIIl 7533). It is not very clear
whether these are Genii of some scholae, although the above-mentioned inscription at
llisua seems to demonstrate it, but it is quite obvious that there used to be associations
of these categories of principales. Or, should the Genii have been worshiped in the
framework of some collegia, the altar must have been placed inside a special building, a
proper temple, or simply and most probably in a schola. Another question is whether the
Genii belong to the collegia or to some buildings, like these scholae. The Genii
opt(ionum) coh(ortis) Il Aquit(anorum) Philippianae (CIL XIII 6566), and respectively In
h(onorem) d(omus) d(ivinae) Genio b(ene)f(iciarorum) co(n)s(ularis) G(ermaniae)
s(uperioris) et loci... (ILS 2401) are mentioned in two cases. Consequently, the first case
can refer to a schola of the optiones, but the second case clearly refers to a Genius of
consular beneficiaries. However, since the term schola can refer both to the members of
a club and to a building, to the same extent, it is possible for the Genii of scholae to
indicate soldiers and not a specific structure'®.

So, what could such a buiding have looked like? The simplest analogy is the
aedes of principia. The acknowledged shape of this aedes, especially since the second
half of the 2" C. A.D., consists of a rectangular room with no partitionings, provided with
an apse, at least from a certain moment on. Suggestive in this respect are also most of
the rooms on the back side of the headquarter building at Lambaesis, which have a
simple, rectangular plan ending in an apse at the short extremity opposite the entrance,
and which have been characterized as scholae (Fig. 1.1)"". Any schola of any college
could have looked exactly the same.

We find out what could have been the functional dimension of such a structure
from the archaeological excavations in the shrine of the Augustals in Misenum (Fig.
1.2)"®. In what Dacia is concerned, a room of this kind was researched in the north-
eastern corner area of the forum at Sarmizegetusa, which used to be a reunion hall of

about the necessity of a clear distinction between the official religion and the religious preferences of
the soldiers in a troop, and also about the possibility for a troop like the coh. XX Palmyrenorum from
Dura, ‘when off duty’ to dedicate altars to their own gods, adding that ‘private and public observances
are separate categories that need not show any obvious interaction’, D. Fishwick, The Imperial Cult in
the Latin West, Leiden 1991, p. 594.

% cf. Speidel, Dimitrova-MilCeva 1978, p. 1548-1549.

7 F. Rakob, S. Storz, Die principia des rémischen Legionslagers in Lambaesis, MDAI (R) 81, 1974, p. 253-
280; Petrikovits 1975, p. 78.

'® See Diaconescu 2005, p. 330-332.
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college of the fabri, reffered to in an inscription as aedes fabrum (Fig. 1.3)"°. An entire
templum-type complex was researched at Misenum, but we are only interested in the
central room, as it was provided with a bench on the axis of which the statue of the
college’s genius was placed®. More statues of Vespasian and Titus were placed here,
in niches dug into the thickness of the apse wall. The ceremonial character of this room
is quite obvious, since there was another room next to it, also an apsidal room
especially designed for banquets. In contrast to this, the chapel of the Augustals at
Sarmizegetusa most probably had a double role: of worship and also the role of a
triclinium, a banquet hall.

It is therefore obvious that these scholae are not only proper places of worship,
but first and foremost reunion places, even though the reasons that had called for these
reunions had initially been of a religious nature. H. v. Petrikovits asserts that the first
characteristic of the scholae was that of a pastime for the members of a college®’

An extremely illustrative exemple in this respect is the ‘Podiensaal’ from
Pergamon, a hall ‘equiped with podiums on which the guests would lie down’ (Fig. 2.1,
2.2), in which the altar was placed in niches. Consequently, the role of these premises
was that of a reunion place for the various collegia in order to celebrate? and less that of
a sanctuary, even though it had, at least theoretically, the role of an aedes (sacred
chapel) and undoubtedly there were ceremonies organised there, dedicated to the
college’s Genius. However, Al. Diaconescu makes a distinction between aedes and
schola, as the structure at Sarmizegetusa was classified in an inscription as the former,
although the terms do not necessarily exclude one another. Schola, as a reunion place,
can became an aedes as well (with the meaning of a sacred chapel) if there is a
sanctuary placed inside it. Or, even Al Diaconescu finds at Mactar a plan analogous to
the structure at Sarmizegetusa, where it was classified as being a ‘schola iuvenum’ (Fig.
3.1)2. The fact that the construction at Sarmizegetusa also has the role of a schola
(understood as the headquarters of a college) is indicated by the existence of a bed
designed for banquets (accubitus), as well as the existence of a kitchen (culina)®*

Surely, there could have been a complex of structures similar to the templum and
a schola, made of porticos, aedes, courtyard etc., just like the complex belongmg to the
Augustals at Misenum or the headquarters of the fabri in Ostia (Fig. 3. 2)>. Or, it is
possible for the term schola to have been used only where there is a strict, specific
reference to a separate building and not to rooms that are part of another complex — as
is the case of the forum at Sarmizegetusa®

The Genii of parts of buildings or even of ordinary structures in fortresses are
well-known, without them having a congregational role. The following are mentioned
as such: Genii of the campus, castra, domus, excubitorium, horreum, praesidium,
praetorium, statio, tabularium, armamentarium or va/etudinarium”, just like in civil

'® R. Etienne, I. Piso, Al. Diaconescu, Les fouilles de forum vetus de Sarmizegetusa. Rapport général,
AMN 39-40/1, 2002-2003 (2004), p. 113-115, Ep. 10, PI. XXXVI.
22 Diaconescu 2005, p. 332.

Petrlkowts 1975, p. 78, B. 16.

See for an analogy the case of the fabri at Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa, Diaconescu 2005, p. 340.

Dlaconescu 2005, p. 341.

R Etienne, |. Piso, Al. Diaconescu, op. cit., p. 114-115.

Dlaconescu 2005, p. 333; 344-345, fig. 180.

® However, the term schola is used, probably for the sake of convenience, by H. v. Petrikovits when he
refers to the rooms in some of the principia, Petrikovits 1975, p. 78-79, passim.

" Speidel, Dimitrova-Milceva 1978, p. 1549. For Dacia, see M. Macrea, Viata in Dacia romana,
Bucuresti 1969, p. 204-205; M. Barbulescu, Cultele greco-romane n provincia Dacia, teza de doctorat, Cluj-
Napoca, 1985, passim.
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contexts, when a Genius loci is mentioned. As a consequence, an essential change
occurs, M.P. Speidel reaching the conclusion that these colective Genii no longer
represent a character a personality, or even a ‘Lebensgeist’ of a club as described by A.
v. Domaszewski?®®, but they become an objective divinity per se that protects the
members of a particular group, though the subjective character of that group is not
relevant®®. Consequently, unlike the case of standards or regardless of who the emperor
was, the Genii were worshiped as real gods; the final outcome expected being their
protection over the entire group30

Was the existence of worship places, small sanctuaries or altars possible in
these buildings? What was the group members’ behavior in relation to the Genii? They
would just dedicate altars to them every now and then, and they would take advantage of
the opportunity to celebrate, without necessarily dedicating a separate sanctuary to
them. Most of the altars or statues of Genii or gods were undoubtedly placed in the
principia, which can also be the location of some collegia®'. When altars are dedicated to
the Genius of a larger group — like the entire troop, as attested in the inscription Genio
sancto legionis et commanipulorum bonorum, Q(uintus) Caecilius Kalendinus, optio
posuit (ILS 2290)32, they are most probably placed in the aedes principiorum.

Or, some of the Genii must have been worshiped in special places of worship:
like scholae or praetoriae, in the case of superior officers.

The fact that some gods are mentioned in some inscriptions discovered in
fortresses does not automaticaly indicate the existence of a temple dedicated to them in
that fortress. For instance, Mars is mentioned on an altar discovered at Novae, together
with the Genius armamentari®. The association of some divinities that have a reduced
protection range, like Genii, with Olympian gods among the dii militaris (Jupiter, Juno,
Minerva, Mars or Hercules) having a larger protection range is normal, as we can see
from several dedications in Africa (ILS 2400, 2399, 9102a), Germany (CIL XIIl 6740a) or
from Rome (CIL VI 31151) %

As we mentioned previously, buildings were excavated in several legionary
fortresses, buildings with an obvious reunion role for some collegia, designated to be
scholae. On the other hand, such buildings are lacking almost completely from auxiliary
forts, as the existence was recorded of very few examples of buildings having an impre-
cise functionality designated as such.

As far as the area of Dacia is concerned, the existence of temples or worship
places was presumed in three fortifications.

The existence of a sanctuary/temple was presumed inside the fort at Pojejena,
as a consequence of the discovery of 14 fragments of Mithraic reliefs® in the tower in the
north-east corner (Fig. 4.1). The 3.90 x 3.70 x 3.00 m tower has a trapezoidal shape®
Its interior has been disarranged subsequently, the pieces being discovered in a

28 Domaszevskn 1985, p. 108.

Speldel Dimitrova-Milceva 1978, p. 1550.
* An example of the resemblance with the gods is provided by the inscription at Leén dedicated by a
tribune to: Genio [l(egionis)] VIl G(eminae) f(elicis) Tib(erius) Cl(audius) Pompeianus, tr(ibunus) ex
/u(ssu) G(enii) v(otum solvit) (AE 1971, 208).

For these, see Petrikovits 1975, p. 78-79.

Cf Speidel, Dimitrova-Miléeva 1978, p. 1550.

® The inscription, although discovered in a secondary position, probably comes from the principia area,
where the armamentaria is usually located.

Speldel Dimitrova-Milceva 1978, p. 1553.
% N. Gudea, O. Bozu, A existat un sanctuar mithriac la Pojejena?, Banatica 4, 1977, p. 128; iidem, New
Mithraic Monuments from Pojejena, Romania, JMS 2, 1977, 1, p. 69-73, iidem, Descoperiri mithriace la
Po;e;ena SCIVA 29, 1978, 4, p. 563-569.

® lidem, op. cit., p. 569.
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secondary position. Some of the materials have traces of mortar on their inferior side, as
a consequence of their having been embeded into a wall, under the reserve that the
pieces could have been thrown here later on by Christians®. All these reasons make the
excavations' authors doubt that the respective premises could have been used as a
temple, but they come up with an apparently convincing analogy reffering to the
existence at Brza Palanka (Moesia Superior) of a temple of Jupiter Dolichenus whose
dimensions are 3.80 x 3.50 m (Fig. 4.2), inside which many monuments and inscriptions
have been discovered®. But, however similar they might be from the viewpoint of their
surface, the difference in what the planimetry of the two structures is concerned is quite
obvious, the one in Moesia having an elliptical shape. At any rate, even though the
construction at Brza Palanka has a worship character, it is rightfully characterised as
being a sanctuary, unlike the tower in Pojejena, considered by some authors to be even
a temple®. Naturally, the difference is essential, but still, the question stands, whether
there really are places of worship in the fortress. D. Alicu, who confirms the existence
here of a temple, argues, on the other hand, that this is something ‘unusual and not yet
encountered” and ‘against all the rules...”*® Another argument following the excavations,
mentioned only in 2002, is the information according to which the inside of the tower ‘has
been deepened (as compared to the other corner towers)*!, which suggests that the
building had been a mithraeum. We can make out from this information that the walking
level or the floor inside the temple has not been identified; therefore it is difficult to
compare this walking level to the one in the other corner towers.

On the basis of the pieces of evidence from Pojejena and taking into account the
character of the discoveries, we cannot state that this temple functioned here, especially
since the place, the shape and the pieces discovered (in the fill material of a
chronologically subsequent hole) do not confirm that. We are wondering who the
worshippers might have been in that place, since the supervision or the guard were
performed in shifts, therefore the tower was not destined to a limited, and not even to a
fix number of soldiers, who could have arranged a small sanctuary here. However, the
discovery of several worship objects in a place does not necessarily indicate the
existence of a temple. Also, it cannot be argued that this structure has the role of a
schola. For all these reasons, we do not believe that a temple — in this case a mithraeum
— could have “functioned” at Pojejena, as we do not know of any analogy in this respect.

The building known as C3, located about 4 m to the left from the headquarter
building in Porolissum (Fig. 5.1), was also considered to be an underground temple,
therefore a mithraeum™®. It has dimensions of about 6.00 x 30 m and an outer width of
7.50 m. Because the structure has only been arheologically verified by two parallel
sections, $84 (95.50 x 1.50 m) and $85 (97 x 1.50 m), across the building and 10 m,
respectively 20 m away from the via principalis, the structure’'s length is only
presupposed by analogy to the neighbouring principia®®. The walls built in opus incertum
are 0.80 x 1.00 m thick, therefore we can say that the building is quite solid. We do not

% |idem, op. cit., p. 569, 571.

¥ Gudea 2002, p. 620, 621; B. VucCkovi¢-Todorovi¢, SvetiliSte lupiter Dolichenus u Brazoi Palanci,
Starinar 15-16 (1964-1965), p. 1966.

¥ p. Alicu, Addenda la repertoriul templelor romane din Dacia, Apulum 39, 2002, or Gudea 2002,
p. 621 (here, with reference to the sanctuary at Brza Palanka). Using the term ‘sanctuar’ employed by
N. Gudea, O. Bozu, A existat un sanctuar mithriac la Pojejena?, Banatica 4, 1977, p. 129 and N. Gudea,
O. Bozu, Descoperiri mithriace la Pojejena, SCIVA 29, 1978, 4, p. 569.

0p. Alicu, Templul lui Mithras de la Pojejena, Sargetia 28-29, 2000, p. 220.

! Gudea 2002.

2 Gudea et alii 1986, p. 122; N. Gudea, Castrul roman de pe varful dealului Pomet-Moigrad. Porolissum
1, Zalau, 1997, p. 70.

3 Gudea et alii 1986, p. 122.
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know if the fact that the partitions were not discovered is only due to the excavation
system by trial trenches, the excavations’ authors confirming that the brick floor was
continuous, uninterrupted®*.

The attribution was made as a consequence of the discovery inside the construc-
tion of two Mithraic reliefs and of several small pIates on which the Danubian knights
were depicted, being thus considered a mithraeum®. Mariana Pintilie's statement, made
on the basis of some information prowded by I. Bajusz refers to the existence of a
central corridor paved with a mosaic*®. Or, later on, N. Gudea — the real author of the
excavation — criticised Mariana Plntllles pieces of evidence, arguing that there is no
central corridor, and that the interior of the entire building had been paved with bricks.
However, the main argument for classifying the building as a temple is, besides the
above-mentioned reliefs, the difference of levels inside the construction, as compared to
the interior of the neighbouring commander’s buildin 7q (4.00-5.00 m) and also the fact that
the walls had been painted with vegetal motifs®’. The difference of levels is quite
impressing, and extremely difficult to explain, even in the case of an underground
temple. Moreover, on the inside, the wall starts to bend in 1.25-1.50 m from the floor,
forming what seems to be the beginning of a vault, whose height must have been around
2.00-2.50 m*®

A m/thraeum connected to an auxiliary fort on which we have information is the
one situated in the immediate vicinity of the fort at Carrawborough where the coh. /
Batavorum's prefect dedicates three altars to Mithras*®. The temple was built at the
beginning of the 3" C. and was really an underground cavern in which there was enough
room for 10-12 people.

In the case of the building at Porolissum, although no more than two excavation
samplings have been taken, no division of the building in partitions has been identified>’.
On the other hand, the floor is usually about 1 meter deeper, just like in the case of the
temple at Frankfurt-Heddernheim (Fig. 6.3)>'. Therefore, the building does not seem to
be a temple dedicated to Mithras, but it is difficult to classify, having in mind the
existence of the painting on the walls and the deepened brick floor.

b : Gudea 2002, p . 620.

® Gudea et alii 1986, p. 122; N. Gudea, Castrul roman de pe varful dealului Pomet-Moigrad. Porolissum
1, Zalau, 1997, p. 70; D. Alicu, Addenda la repertoriul templelor romane din Dacia, Apulum 39, 2002,
p. 231, 233; N. Gudea, D. Tamba, Porolissum. Ein dakisch-rémischen archdologischen Komplex an der
Grenze des Romischen Reiches) lll. Uber ein lupiter-Dolichenus Heiligtum in der municipium Septimium
Porolissensium, Zalau, 2001, Abb. 17, 18; N. Gudea, D. Tamba, Heiligtimer und Militdr in Porolissum,
Limes XIX. Proceedings of the XIXth International Congress of Roman Frontier Studies, Pécs, Hungary,
September 2003, Pécs 2005, p. 472.

® M. Pintilie, Mithraea in Dacia, EN 1X-X, 1999-2000, p. 238.
4 » Gudea 2002, p. 619.

® Gudea et alii 1986, p. 122.
*9 The small dimensions of the mithraeum near the fortress at Carrawburgh reflect the belonging of the
worshipers to a very small group, therefore suggesting the rather limited character of the cult, see E.
Birley, The prefects and their altars, ArchAel 29, 1951, passim; |. A. Richmond, J. P. Gillam, The temple
of Mithras at Carrawburgh, ArchAel 29, 1951, p. 53-54.

® This was noted by D. Alicu as well (D. Alicu, Addenda la repertoriul templelor romane din Dacia,
Apulum 39, 2002, p. 233). He argued that it would have been normal for the traces of lateral benches to
appear, as well. For further details, see also Gudea 2002, p. 620 where it is reasserted that there is no
central corridor, and that the brick pavement was continuous, the width of the interior being 5.00-5.50 m.
The plan of other mithrea known in the Empire is made of a portico, a pronaos and a naos crossed by a
central corridor, M. Clauss, Mithras. Kult und Mysterien, Miinchen 1990, p. 54-55, Abb. 7, 8, 10, 11. The
naos is not divided in three naves, but there were benches on both sides of the corridor, like it can be
noted in the reconstruction of the temple in Sofia or Aquincum (Fig. 6.1, 2). The proper altar was located
at the other end of the entrance, usually in an apse.
*" See M. Clauss, op. cit., Abb. 6.
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On the basis of its characteristics, it is obvious that this structure fits among the
exceptions encountered in forts — | personally don’t know any other exemple of this
kind®2. Therefore, if we exclude the function as a temple of the structure to the left of the
headquarter building, we are wondering what kind of function it might have had.

This building is one of the few that can be classified as a horreumn, on the basis
of the dimensions, shape and location, therefore its initial role as a granary cannot be
excluded. Subsequently, the vaulted sha ge of the building’s roof seems to indicate a
basement or a cistern, like D. Alicu noted*°.

No buttresses can be identified, but having in mind the — only — 1.50 m wide
sections™, their existence in the upper part of these trenches is not impossible. On the
other hand, taking into consideration the extremely deep construction, buttresses would
not have been necessary to support the roof.

There is no doubt that the existence of the deepened floor where it should have
normally been hightened, the existence of the painting and the discovery of artifacts like
those identified here contradict the attribution of the storage function to this building.

Or, some of the characteristics of this building are similar to those of a room
inside headquarter buildings or forums. Thus, the considerable depth of the building
makes us recall instantly the only deepened and vaulted structure in legionary or
auxiliary fortress: the aerarium. Aeraria are usually located under the aedes principiorum,
the central room at the back side, the place where the troops’ standards were stored. On
the other hand, the location of these aeraria was not necessarily always under the
aedes, as there are a couple of cases when they are placed under one of the rooms next
to the aedes, like in the case of the legionary fortress at Noviomagus55 or in the auxiliary
fortress at Chesters (Fig. 7.1) or Benwell (Fig. 7.2) by Hadrian's wall®®. Likewise, the
aeraria 5a7re presumed to be right under the tribunalia in the basilicas in Chesters or South
Shields

It is not very clear what exactly was stored |n these ‘safes’, it is only certain that
the soldiers’ savings were kept here (Vegetius 11.20)*. In what legionary fortresses are
concerned, the well-known case from Potalssa can be quoted, where a rectangular
vaulted 10.50-11.80 x 5.30-540 m (60 m ) building was discovered under the aedes
having 0.55-0.75 m thick walls and a floor about 1.95 m deeper than the walking level in
the aedes, or about 1.00 m deeper than the one in the basilica, an interior height of about
2.30-2.50 m being thus created (Fig. 7.3)*

However, in auxiliary forts, the dimensions of these aeraria are much smaller, in
some cases the storage place being nothing but a hole in the ground in which a wooden
chest was deposited, as it is the case at Vindolanda®. But usually there are even here

*2 In Dacia, the only mithraeumn fully researched is the one at Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa, whose
dimensions were 44.23 x 12.44 m (fig. 5.2), A. Rusu-Pescaru, D. Alicu, Templele romane din Dacia,
Deva 2000, p. 82. The plan of the temple is made of a pronaos, a naos (three naves) and a cella.

*D. Alicu, op. cit. But, even though the trenches’ width is very small, the existence of a second cistern
in the same fortress would have been pointed out by the authors of the excavations. Otherwise, the
construction technigue of the C3 building and of the B10 cistern must have been the same in the case
of a similar functionality (see infra).

% Gudea et alii 1986, p. 122.
% - Petrikovits 1975, p. 73.

® Johnson 1987, p. 136, fig. 89.

37 See D. J. A. Taylor, The Forts on Hadrian's Wall, BAR B.S. 305, Oxford 2000, p. 28.

8 H. v. Petrikovits is wondering to what extent the legions’ savings were kept here, Petrikovits 1975,

73.
?9 M. Barbulescu, Din istoria militara a Daciei romane. Legiunea V Macedonica si castrul de la Potaissa, Cluj-
Napoca1987 p. 159-160.

% Johnson 1987, p. 134, fig. 86.
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proper rooms whose floor was 1.50-2.00 m deeper than the walking level in the aedes®’.
The average of these rooms’ dimensions in the case of auxiliary fortresses is around
6.00 m? ®2. These rooms’ dimensions are not directly related to the garrison troop, since
in some of the cohors’ fort, the dimensions are bigger than those of the fort occupied by
the ala®. The exception to these cases is ‘the strongroom’ at South Shields, that
measures 16.72 m? (Fig. 7.4). The explanation of this aerarium’s existence resides in the
character of the South Shields fortress, which contained a considerable amount of
merchandise or valuables in transit®.

Besides the troops’ storage facilities, statues or altars could have been placed in
the aerarium, like those dedicated to Jupiter at Murrhardt, to the Genius at Kapersburg or
to the representations of Hercules at Kéngen®®.

The character of the fort at Porolissum, situated in one of the most important
strategical places of Dacia, both from a military and economical viewpoint, as well as the
big number of garrison troops suggest the existence here of bigger aerarium, just like in
South Shields. Even so, the structure’s length would be quite big as compared to the one
at Potaissa, but the interval between the excavation trenches measures only 10 m;
therefore it is possible for the building at Porolissum to have a similar surface to that from
Potaissa.

The impediments — quite important, as a matter of fact — in what the attribution of
the structure to an aerarium is concerned are as follows: the position of the building,
explainable maybe because there might not have been enough space under the aedes,
where no underground room was discovered. At Sarmizegetusa, where a bigger
aerarium was necessary, this situation is solved by the means of an aeraria placed
underneath the curia (Fig. 8), taking the shape of two deepened (3.70 m) vaulted
compartments, each having dimensions similar to the 11.90 x 3.70 m aerarium at
Potaissa®®.

Other impediments are the fact that Suetonius, Vegetius and Tacitus state that
the money and the signa are in relation®”, but as we have seen, there are exceptions in
which the rooms were not under the aedes; and also since they were not in the aedes
area, they could not have been guarded by the same guardian that was necessary for
the protection of the standards®®. Last but not least, the question is: if the structure was
not in relation to a sacellum, why was it necessary to make it deeper? The only possible
explanation is the fact that there was also a suprastructure that must have also had an
official character. Maybe, just like in the old Roman republic, there was at Porolissum an
aerarium divided in two parts: the common wealth where the regular taxes were
deposited and the sacred wealth (aerarium sanctum)sg. Both treasures were located in
Rome in the temple of Saturn, but in distinct parts of the construction. At Porolissum,
taking into consideration the position of the fort along one of the most important

® See the case of the fortress at Brough-by-Bainbridge, where the floor is placed 1.70 m deep, Johnson
1987, p. 137.

%2 For a table containing the dimensions of several “strongrooms” see P. Bidwell, S. Speak, Excavations
at South Shields Roman Fort I. Newcastle u.T. 1994, Tab. 3.2.

83 Cf. P. Bidwell, S. Speak, op. cit, p. 81.

® This circulation of goods was connected to the campaigns of Septimius Severus, ibidem.

8 Johnson 1987, p. 133. Not all of these were probably discovered in situ, it is possible for them to have
fallen down from the aedes subsequently.

%R Etienne, |. Piso, Al. Diaconescu, op. cit, p. 147-148.

 .a quoquam ad signa deponi, Suetonius, Dom. 7; Vegetius 2.20 and ... cum fisci de imperatore rapti
inter signa interque aquilas ueherentur, Tacitus, Ann. 1, p. 37.

® H. v. Petrikovis states that money was deposited here especially to be under permanent guard,
Petrikovits 1975, p. 73.

5 Tit. Liv. XXVII.10; Flor. IV.2; Caes., de Bello Civili, 1.14; Cic. Ad Atticum VI1.21.



PLACES OF WORSHIP IN FORTS 91

commercial roads, the construction near the principia could have had the role of a
common treasury, also destined to fulfill the needs of the troop.

A final possibility would be for the deepened structure at Porolissum to have
represented a schola. Thus, three of the rooms on the back side of the principia at
Carnuntum were interpreted to be worship places7°. A statue of Hercules and an altar
dedicated to the fortress’ genius were discovered in one of the rooms. This partitioning,
although endowed with a heating system, is deep into the ground, and the walls were
painted similarly to the ones of the building at Porolissum ' As a consequence, this
structure at Carnuntum was also interpreted as a schola’. A possible analogy for the
existence of underground rooms (cryptae) in relation with a schola can be found within
the monument of Ucuetis at Alesia, presumed to have been the location of a craftsmen’s
association. The construction is characterized by an interior courtyard surrounded by
rooms. One of these divisions apPears to be an underground room, but it is not very
clear what its role could have been”>.

Or, it is possible for the building at Porolissum to have been a schola, the reunion
place of a college in which the college's Genius would have been worshiped, and in
which, like in several other cases, other divinities would have been worshiped as well.

Undoubtedly, only the archeologicai research of the entire building can prove
which of the three variants is correct, but the lack of analogies having certain epigraphic
attestations indicate the fact that this building was not a temple, but something else.

In the north-east corner of the big fort at Tibiscum (Fig. 9), a 28.80 x 6.80 m
building oriented NE-SW and having a 196 m? surface was identified, characterized by
the excavations’ authors as a schola’. The structure is 0.40 m away from the eastern
precinct wall, therefore over the fort's agger, which is 5.50 m wide and partially over the
via sagularis which has a considerable width: 5.75-7.00 m’®. It is very difficult to assess
the chronology of this structure, which seems, ;’udging from its position, from a later
phase, as the excavation’s authors also believed ®. The chronological data we have are
not at all encouraging, the archaeological situation being quite ambiguous. The building
really seems to have been built later, but it is not clear why the second precinct wall
doubling the first, which was rudimentary, situated 0.40 m away from the main precinct
wall, partially goes over the building's floor. This wall has been identified by M. Moga to
be 5 m away from the eastern precinct wall, sustaining the existence of the wall only on
the eastern side of the fortress, and only from the north-eastern corner to the porta
praetoria of the big fortress’”. It should be briefly mentioned that D. Benea and P. Bona
were arguing that M. Moga had uncovered the entire building down to its floor, so it could
have probably been impossible to notice the second lining wall placed on the floor of the
building at the moment the structure was being excavated the second time, after the
1980’s. Moreover, M. Moga argues that this wall was discontinued opposite the east
gate of the small ancient stone fort (fortr Il}, whish we believe to be essential
information. Although the excavation’s authors insist that this gate had been blocked
once the fort was extended’®, we believe the discontinuation of the second lining

;:’ Domaszewski 1895, p. 49; H. Stiglitz, M. Kandler, W. Jobst, Carnuntum, ANRW 11.6, 1977, p. 634.
Ibidem.

2 petrikovits 1975, p. 176, Anm. 88.

3 p. Gros, L'architecture romaine. 1. Les monuments publics, Paris, 1996, p. 382, fig. 436, 437.

" See the description of the building at Benea, Bona 1994, p. 50.

"% For these measurings, see Benea, Bona 1994, p. 39.

® The precise dating of some artifacts discovered by M. Moga, whose description consists in the mere

mention of the object type, seems a bit far-fetched, see Benea, Bona 1994, p. 50. For other pieces

discovered here, see Piso, Benea 1999.

" Benea, Bona 1994, p. 39.

"® Benea, Bona 1994, p. 39.
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precinct wall to be significant, as we believe that this gate was still in use, at least for
some time. This is undoubtedly justified by the big dimensions of fort 1V, the distance
from the north precinct to the porta praetoria being 150 m. Moreover, we do not believe
the exact alignment of the buildings from the north-east corner along the ancient road
going through the eastern gate of the small stone fort to be accidental. Besides, in older
reports, archaeologists considered that this gate was still used in the times of the
enlarged fortress ‘as there were no traces attesting the gate being blocked’’®, therefore
the subsequent change of opinion is bizarre.

The 2.60 m entrance into the building was on the short southern side, going
through a small 3.20 m wide portico, and the inside floor was made of bricks fixed with
mortar. The portico was made of two column bases, the ones to the extremes being
located at the end of the building’s longitudinal walls, stretching to the portico’s exterior
zone, making up a plan similar to an in antis temple. The foundations are pretty big (0,80
x 0,80 m), therefore it is not out of the question for them to have supported arches. Three
entrances were thus created, a 2,60 m wide central one and other iateral entrances of
about 1,80 m.

The structure sems to have been initially d|V|ded in two parts by a transversal
wall built approximately in the middle of the building®. Later on, the brick floor seems to
overlap over the two walls; therefore the building becomes a basilica-type one, quite long
and narrow. It is not certain whether it had the same role in all the phases in which the
building was used. As long as the structure of the building was different, we would say
that it did not. At any rate, keeping in mind the scarce information, it is hard to determine
the function of this building. If the building had been used for the same purpose from the
very beginning, it is possible for the respective walls to have been there to hold benches,
thus creating a central corridor, similar to the plan of Mithraic temples or to some plans of
scholae.

The building was dated — we do not know if its construction date was, too — mid
3™ C.; among the discovered archaeological material we can mention marble pieces
decorated with vegetal motifs, ‘votive plates’ and brlcks bearing the mark MID, some of
them even on the brlcks the building was paved with &', which suggests that some may
have been reused®. As compared to other buildings to the west, this structure is a bit set
back from the road to the north side, not alligned to the road going out through the east
gate. The space between this road and the building is intermediary (3.40 x 2.60 m),
almost completely paved with big standard stones. About 6.40 m south from the entrance
portico, straight along the road from the building, but a little bit diverted to the east, a
2.40 x 2.00 m foundation made of limestone blocks was discovered, and was considered
to be the basis of a statue®.

The building’s function is suggested by the building brick bearing an inscription
identified in the portico (see infra) and by the inside finds.

Two marble hands and a horn of abundance were discovered inside the portico,
and in the big room, several dedicated inscriptions: [GJenio n(umeri) Pal(myrenorum)
Tib(iscensium); Dis P[ajt(riis) (IDR Ill/1, 138) (Fig. 10.1): the official character is quite
obvious. Consequently, in the above-mentioned inscription dedicated to the Genius of

I ° Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky 1982, p. 314.

Actually two parallel 1m-wide walls were discovered here, standing about 1.20 m from one another,
Benea Bona 1994, p. 50.

' Benea, Bona 1994, p. 50-51.
8 Whatever the situation, the bricks must have been military, since other cases when other civil bricks
were used in a military environment have not been discovered yet, see F. Marcu, Military tile-stamps as
a guide for the garrisons of certain forts in Dacia, Orbis Antiquus. Studia in honorem loannis Pisonis,
C|Uj Napoca 2004, passim.

® Cf. Benea, Bona 1994, p. 51.
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the troop and Dii Patri, the pro salute Auggustorum nnostrorum is also mentioned®. The
inscription was reconstructed by |. Piso and D. Benea as: [GJ]enio n(umeri)
Pal(myrenorum) Tib(iscensium) / [?et] hor(reorum) e[t] dis pl[a]t(riis) et pro / [sal]ute
Augg(ustorum) [n]n(ostrorumg P(ublius) Ael(ius) [?Ser]uius uet(eranus) [ex] opt(ione) /
[?cum suis] ex uoto [pos]uit®>. Or, it is quite difficult to believe that the Genius was the
Genius of a horreum at the same time, since a Genius had never been associated to
more than one entity. In addition, there is not enough space left in the inscription to
suspect that a second Genius could have been written at the beginning of the second
line, before the HOR. We can also suspect that the name of another god — Palmyrene,
as |. |. Russu assumed — appears here®, but this is also something difficult to argue. On
the other hand, the abbreviation and the space missing after the name of the numerus
can suggest [co]hor(tis); what is to be understood in this case is that the genius would
have been common both to the numerus and to the second troop present in the fort at
Tibiscum, probably coh. | Vindelicorum® . Likewise, at Bremenium there is recorded an
individual Genius of the coh. | Vardullorum and numerus exploratorum Bremensium
(CIL VIl 1030)%®. Some scholae at Corbridge were assumed to have been used by
several troops®”.

Inscriptions that record Malagbel (IDR Ill/1, 142 + 149) were discovered in the
same building (Fig. 10.2)%.

We find out, from one of the bricks the portico at the entrance into the building
was paved with, that portflicum d / eum stra(uit} by Mar(?ius) Aurel(?ianus) / princeps
n(umeri) (Fig. 10.3)°". But this document also fails to solve once and for all the problem
of the building’s functionality, although the term porticum deum may suggest another
function than that of a temple. However, it is finally decided that this structure probably
had the role of a schola, the existence of temples in fort being considered quite
improbable®?. Still, if we were to compare the plans of the building with those of other
buildings presumed to fulfill the role of schola, we would be enclined to believe that the
structure in the immediate vicinity of the basilica-type building has this role (see infra).
This idea is reinforced by the existence of a heating system in that place, a schola being
theoretically meant to host reunions of a smaller group of people. It is quite difficult to
establish the shape of the scholae, as the existence of many different plans is possible.
At any rate, the most suitable plan seems to be the basilica-type one, with only one room

% The discovery of the pieces inside this building has been confirmed by I. Piso, who had at his
disposal the excavation journals of M. Moga. A jug with fragments of molten lead inside was also
discovered, together with decorated votive plates and fragments of marble paving.

% piso, Benea 1999, p. 104, n. 61.

DR 11I/1, 136, 158.

8 |nformation I. Piso.

8 G(enio) dfomini) n(ostri) et signorum coh(ortis) | Vardull(orum) et n(umeri) explorator(um)
Brem(ensium) Gor(dianorum) Egnatius Lucillianus leg(atus) Aug(usti) curante Cassio Sabino trib(uno).
8 Cf. I. A. Richmond, Roman legionaries at Corbridge, their supply-base, temples and religious cults,
ArchAel 21, 1943, p. 136.

% See also I. Piso, Epigraphica (XIV). Inscriptii din Apulum, AMN 20, 1983, p. 107-109, nr. 6. The
inscriptions IDR I1l/3, 143, 148 were probably also discovered in the building in the north-east corner,
see explanations in Piso, Benea 1999, p. 105, n. 61.

" itis rightfully presumed that the numerus mentioned is the Palmyrene one, since other inscriptions
connected to the numerus Palmyrenorum Tibiscensium were discovered here, in this building, cf. Piso,
Benea 1999, p. 105-106. '

%2 Benea, Bona 1994, p. 50-51; Piso, Benea 1999, p. 106. Contra, S. Sanie, Die syrischen und
palmyrenischen Kulte im rémischen Dakien, ANRW |l 18, 2, Berlin — New York, 1989, p. 1234. But the
temple of the Palmyrene gods at Sarmizegetusa (ldem, op. cit., fig. IX) has a pronaos, a naos and
three, or even four cella, whereas the building at Tibiscum only has a naos with a portico in front.
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whose dimensions varied, which ended in an apse at one of its short ends®. Therefore,
the rectangular building with a portico in the vicinity of the east side of the precinct can
be an aedes of the Genius of the Palmyrene troop stationed at Tibiscum.

The fact that the building was tall is proved by the partial thickening of the wall on
the short side to the north — evidence of the considerable pressure of the roof that was
only supported by the exterior walls. Undoubtedly, it would have been more natural to
strengthen the longitudinal walls, the pressure being stronger in those areas. Maybe the
wall that can be noticed in the plan, parallel and at a short distance from the eastern
longitudinal wall of the building was used precisely for that. But the fact that this wall
does not touch the walls in the short ends makes us believe that the role of this
rudimentary wall was to support a bench on which the guests could lie down, thus
confirming the fact that this building had a clear reunion purpose.

In the immediate vicinity of the basilica-type building, 2 m to the west, M. Moga
uncovered another 18.40 x 10.70 (196.88 m?) construction®*. This construction also has
a small — 50 x 3.20 m — portico on its short side, this time with columns probably placed
on a stylobat™. It is interesting that a 2.60 m wide ‘brick paving’ was identified in front of
the portico®. Therefore, we believe that it is possible for these bricks to actually come
from steps leading to the portico. Initially, the building had been made of this portico and
a 10.90 x 7.50 m room.

The chronological relationship between this structure and the one standing near,
to the east, seems quite obvious; therefore, the buildings must have been contem-
poraneous at least at some point. Thus, the big stone slabs forming the pavement in
front of the basilica-type building are stuck to the east wall of the apsed building. It is
therefore obvious that the basilica-type structure together with the paved space were
built afterwards, maybe immediately after the erection of the apsed building. If the
buildings’ chronology were inverse, it would be impossible for the above-mentioned slabs
to stay adjacent to the east wall of the structure.

% On the other hand, scholae having very complex plans are known to have existed in a civilian
environment. This is the case at Mactar (Fig. 3.1) where the ‘schola iuvenum’ is made of a peristyle
courtyard bordered on two of the sides with various rooms, among which one with a worship role and
some sanitary installations. The reunion hall situated on the west wing has a basilical plan, divided
into three naves and with an apse on the short side, opposite the entrance (P. Gros, op. cit., p. 384,
fig. 438). In theory, this apsed structure looks like a proper schola.

* Archaeologists have dated the building to the beginning of the 3rd C A.D., on the basis of the new
research, of the material discovered and of the construction technique, Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky
1982, p. 319. Regarding the dimensions, it is odd that in the plan drafted by the authors (Benea,
Bona 1994, fig. 23), the basilica-type building and the apsed building are similar in width, although
the former is 6.80 m wide, and the latter almost 11 m.

% )t is rather curios that the authors of the excavations consider the space ‘added’ to the south end of
the building as being a new division, although they specify that the walls are less than 0.65 m thick
and have no foundation, all that is left being two rows of stones, Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky 1982,
p. 318; Benea, Bona 1994, p. 52. The alignment of the portico along the road going out of the old
east gate of the small fortress is obvious, as we argued, therefore we do not believe that this small
division/compartment was added subsequently, but was a part of the initial construction plan. Or, it is
obvious that the entrance should have been through this part of the building, the long sides being
almost completely blocked by the buildings in its immediate vicinity, and the other short side had an
aepse, at least at some point.

% The authors of the excavation believe that a corridor could have existed here, Bona, Petrovszky,
Petrovszky 1982, p. 319. Even though what we consider to be the entrance or the portico would
really be a room, as the authors of the excavations mean, it is hard to believe that a corridor’s
dimensions would be something between those of the building’s width and those of a possible
entrance.
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The construction has an apse leaning against it on the north-east side®, which
seems to have been added later, because the ends of the apse walls start neither from
the north corners of the building nor from the end of the walls that are forming the corner
with the longitudinal sides of the same structure®™. But what could be the reason for
which the north wall was not demolished the moment the apse was attached? Probably
the heating system was also installed at that moment, and a fragment of the wall was left
right there in order for the elevated floor to find support on it. Or, the interior of the apse
was elevated and the respective wall really is a basis for the stairs.

Although the building’s dimensions and those of the non-partitioned space seem
quite big, the entire surface could have been heated by the means of a heating system
with a channel®. It is odd, however, that this channe! does not cross the room
longitudinally or crosswise, as it is located only in its north-east corner. The narrow
lining wall standing along the longitudinal east wall of the building is also interesting,
because normally it should have been connected to the heating system, although we
can see from the plan that this wall biocks the main heating channel at some point.
Probably this wall was also the base for a bench that should have been located along
both longitudinal sides of the building. Although the existence of a heating system is
not ruled out, this channel having a pretty bizarre direction could have had the same
purpose as the channels identified in an almost identical building at Corbridge, where
they a{ct)aocharacterized as ‘sacrificial soak-drain’, and consequently were used in religious
rituals ™.

70 arrowheads with three and four edges were discovered inside the last of the
channels mentioned. Besides the arrowheads found in the area of this building, a ‘short
sword’ with a bone handle and a fragmentary bronze scabbard were identified".
Therefore, it was considered that this construction had the role of a weapon storage
facilit)1/;22, which is obviously hard to believe since there was a heating system in
place .

All the construction details of this structure make us believe, like we have already
mentioned, that this construction was a schola, in certain relation with the neighbouring
basilica-type building. An almost perfect analogy can be found in the case of one of the
scholae collegii at Corbridge, where the mentioned building with a channel has the plan
and dimensions almost identical with those of the apsed building at Tibiscum'®,

It is not impossible that in Tibiscum we should be dealing with the more complex
premises of a college or colleges made of the members of a Palmyrene troop, which

¥ The apse is considered to be another room (Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky 1982, p. 318), although
probably there was no other partitioning. Without this apse, the building is only 13.40 m long, see
Benea, Bona 1994, p. 51-52.

% These two very short walls seem to have formed a single wall at some point, as the initial north limit
of the building.

% Fragments of suspensura bricks were discovered also in the channel of the hypocaust and in the
aJ)se area, Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky 1982, p. 318; Benea, Bona 1994, p. 51-52, n. 72.

1% | A. Richmond, op. cit., p. 133, fig. 3, 1.

Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky 1982, p. 319; P. Bona, R. Petrovszky, M. Petrovszky, Tibiscum —
cercetari arheologice (Ill), 1976-1979, AMN 20, 1983, p. 413, nr. 21.

%2 Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky 1982, p. 319. Subsequently, a confusion was made when it was
stated that the authors of the excavations considered that this building had the role of a ‘guards’
headquarters’ (Benea, Bona 1994, p. 52), but they were referring to the building to the west from the
aJ)sed structure, see Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky 1982, p. 318-319.

'® The authors of the excavations argue, without arguments, that the hypocaust system was abolished
at some point, Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky 1982, p. 319.

'% The dimensions of the structure in the British fortress are about 11, 50 x 6,00 m. The difference is
that the apse in the fortress at Tibiscum has a wider opening, but the construction has even a small
portico on the short side, see |. A. Richmond, op. cit., (n. 89), p. 133, fig. 3, 1.
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should have had several reunion places for the members of some colleges. The last
structure could have had a place reserved for a triclinium. Just like a templum, a schola
could also be a complex of structures, made of porticos, aedes, courtyard, etc., like in
the case of the complex belonging to the Augustals at Misenum, or in that of the fabric
at Ostia'®. For instance, at Misenum, there was a smaller apsed room which had the
role of a tr/c/m/um right next to the sacred chapel where the Genius of the Augustals
was worshiped'®. At Tibiscum, the space between the three buildings in the fortress’
north-east corner area could very well have had the role of a courtyard or of a garden.
Thus, the entire complex of buildings in the north-east corner at Tibiscum represented,
just like Corbridge for instance, a group of scholae of some collegia of Palmyrenes, in
the first case.

It is not impossible for the above-mentioned buildings at Tibiscum to be
characteristic to the 3™ C. A.D., as M. Popescu connected them to Septimius Severus’
reforms to the benefit of worship inside other buildings, especially principia, and not
temples. This is also of soldiers, which could have played an important role in the cultural
turnaround and for the identity of the community of Orientals at Tibiscum'®”’

Consequently, the epigraphic and archaeological proofs gathered so far entice us
to believe that the existence of some scholae that had a place of worship attached but
without forming a temple, is a reality. This is demonstrated by the finds coming from
fortresses in general and confirmed by the excavations in some of Dacia’s fortresses.
Apart from these sacred places usually dedicated to some Genii of collegia owners of a
schola and where altars were dedicated to other divinities as well, the place of worship
inside a fortress par excellence is the aedes principiorum. Consequently, we have no
certain proof attesting, at least in the Principate period, temples dedicated to a divinity
inside fortresses.

The official character of these scholae is also demonstrated by the fact that
emperors could have been worshiped here, together with other gods, accordln to an
inscription at Lambaesis (CIL VIII 2554). This is the case of several inscriptions'®® where
the name of emperors is written in the Dative case, which g)roves that they were also the
gods of those scholae, together with the dii conservatores’

The many inscriptions that mention gods in fortresses (should they not be
reused) may indicate, at best, small places indicated by the |nscr|pt|on discovered at
Porolissum-Pomet, in the via decumana area, which mentions Volcanus''®. It was related
to a fabrica, and this role was attributed to the neighboring C9 building, without many
arguments’"", but it is really possible for the inscription to have been in a fabrica.

In fortresses, the distribution of epigraphic pieces, altars, reliefs, gems, pottery,
bricks, votive plates, oil lamps, statues or other objects recording gods or on which gods
are represented are scattered randomly in every building in the fortresses. M. Popescu
has recently drafted a diagram indicating the places where the worship material was

'% piaconescu 2005, p. 333; 344-345, fig. 180.

'% The situation is quite clear, since a triclinium is mentioned in the very inscription in the pavement
made of black tesserae: Q. Baebius Natalis August. / Immun. Triclin. Constantiae / sua peq. strauit et
dedicavit, A. De Franciscis, Il sacello degli Augustali a Miseno, Napoli, 1991, p. 45, fig. 65-66 (apud
Dlaconescu 2005, p. 333).

Popescu 2004, p. 207.

® Domaszewski 1895, p. 89, nr. 177, 178, 181, 184, 185.

CIL VIl 2554 — Pro salute Aug(ustorum) optiones scholam suam cum statuis et imaginibus domus
4dé]wnae, item diis conservatoribus eorum...

'Y N. Gudea, E. Chirila, Al. V. Matei, |. Bajusz, D. Tamba, Raport privind cercetdrile de la Porolissum, 1988-
1991, AMP 18, 1992, p. 145, fig. 12.

""" See Popescu 2004, p. 229. Other buildings in the /atera praetorii could also have fulfilled the role of
a fabrica.
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discovered in Dacia's fort (Fig. 11)''2. A relative accumulation can be noticed in the
distribution of altars, without them being necessarily attributed to only one god, in the
latera praetorii area and especially in the principia and praetorium'">. Consequently, the
erection of altars can have firstly a public and secondly a private character, connected to
the commandant’s family''*. It is obvious that officers of equestrian rank behaved just
like any other high-rank official, as it can be noted in the case of the financial procurator
at Sarmizegetusa, where there was an area sacra in the praetorium area, in which
governors of equestrian rank dedicated votive statues and altars to an impressive
diversity of gods''®. This can be illustrated also by the words of Tacitus: ...conuiuium
bucina dimitti et structam ante augurale aram subdita face accendi, cuncta in maius
attollens admiratione prisci moris adfecit (Tacitus, Ann. 15, 30). Or, the existence of
votive statues and altars in private environment was an obvious reality”e.

The small places of worship reffered to are located inside buildings that have a
precise or recorded functionality, the divinities worshiped there being the protective
divinities, with attributes closely connected to the activities practiced in the respective
structures. For instance, this is the case of Ceres, not accidentally connected to the
horrea, the most well-known case in Dacia being that of two statues and that of the base
of statues discovered in the granary to the left from the principia at Casei''’. The same
could be noted in the case of Aesculapius and Hygia in legionary fortresses in the entire
empire: Carnuntum, Vindobona''® or Novae''®, whose altars have been discovered
exclusively in hospitals. Moreover, the Campestres — celtic divinities clearly connected to
cavalry troops whose statues or altars are in the training fields’ area of these units'?.
Images of gods can also be found in thermae or in the vicinity of fountains'?'.

On the other hand, reliefs or the representations of deities on smaller items are
especially connected to the soldier's private life, discovered inside of in the vicinity of
barracks. They are not indicators or proper places of worship, just like in the case of the
representations of Venus having the most numerous finds (11 pieces in the forts in
Dacia), most of them in soldiers’ barracks (5 pieces).

Consequently, it can be stated that there are sacred places in fort, but they are
located inside buildings that have an initial or primary functionality, other than that of
sanctuary or temple'*?, many altars being erected on the occasion of religious cere-
monies in buildings that undoubtedly have other functionality than that of a temple.

"2 popescu 2004, pl. 11-VI.

"'? popescu 2004, pl. V.

"™ For the relationship between the troop’s commander and the gods, see Hyginus 11, 12; Doma-
szevski 1895, p. 8-9, where the temporary camp is mentioned, where the commandant’s tent was in the
middle of the camp, therefore fulfilling the role of principia.

"5 About the rights of the governors, legati, tribunes or even centurions to dedicate altars, see Doma-
szewski 1895, p. 111; |. Piso, Epigraphica (XIV). Inscriptii din Apulum, AMN 20, 1983 and |. Piso, Inschriften
von Prokuratoren aus Sarmizegetusa (1), ZPE 120, 1998. The only person in the auxiliary troops that had
the right to dedicate altars was the troop’s commander, cf. Domaszewski 1895, p. 112. This happened
with the exception of some officers, members of a college.

"1® See |. Piso, Epigraphica (XI), Potaissa 2, 1980, p. 125-127. It is important that these altars ‘are not gifts
made as a consequence of an oath, because they do not end in the ex voto formula, or votum solvit
libens merito so they had an ornamental role and that of a self introduction, in a way’, cf. Diaconescu
2005, p. 347.

"7 D. Isac, Castrul roman de la SAMVUM — Caseiu. The Roman auxiliary fort SAMVM — Caseiu, Cluj-Napoca,
2003, p. 172-173, pl. VII, 3-4.

"' Petrikovits 1975, p. 78, n. 88.

"'9p Dyczek, The valetudinarium at Novae — new components, Limes 16 Rolduc 1995 (1997), p. 203.
2% homaszewski 1895, p. 50-51.

121 petrikovits 1975, p. 78.

22D, Isac also presumed the same thing in the case of the headquarter building and of one of the
granaries at Casei, D. Isac, op. cit., p. 147, 173.
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The inexistence of temples inside fortifications is also proven by inscriptions
mentioning ad legionem temples or by the above-mentioned inscriptions dedicated by
the troop’s prefect in the temple near the fortress at Carrawborough. The same thing is
indicated by the already-mentioned inscription at llisua (CIL 1l 7626), whose place of
discovery indicates the area of the thermae outside the fortress, under which C. Torma
had identified an apsed building. Even theoretically, the existence of temples inside cities
or fortifications was prevented, since they did not benefit from an inauguratio, as there
was not a dedicated place, built and oriented, — the templum being understood as a
defined place, separated by the Augurs from the rest of the field through a certain
solemn formula, conceived as a un liberatus et effatus'®. Varro clearly points out that
locus effatus was always outside the city (Varro, De Ling. Lat., VI.7), so outside the
pomoerium, since the interior of a city or fortification were, by their very nature, similar to
a templum, a place in which the auspices could be taken.

Otherwise, the aedes principiorum did not benefit from an inauguratio either, as it
was only consecrated, thus becoming sacrum, sacrarium or sacellum or aedes sacrae,
without being a temple in itself.

The inscriptions mentioning the existence of temples in relation to some
legions also prove the existence of temples in the vicinity of the fortress, and not
inside the fortress. Two inscriptions at Apulum mention priests or sacred places in
connection to leg. X/l Gemina. The inscription (IDR IIl/5 221) where Flauius
Bar/hadadi s(acerdos) I(ouis) D(olicheni) ad leg(ionem) is recorded is significant, the
phrase ad legionem being similar to ad canabas legionis, meaning in the vicinity of
the legionary fortress'®. Similarly, Aurelius Ingenuus nat(us) provinc(ia) Dacia leg(i-
one) Xlll Gem(ina) (CIL VI 2425 = ILS 2042) had not necessarily been a member of
the above-mentioned legion'®, but is only mentioned to have been born in the
canabae of the legion in Apulum126. The sacerdotes dei et coh(ortis) s(upra) s(crip-
tae) [tlemp[l(um) cum] / tabernis (a)ere suo feceru[nt] are more clearly mentioned, on
the ones in question are obviously the temple dedicated to lupiter Dolichenus,
situated in the immediate vicinity of the fortress at Porolissum-Pomet'?. It is also
here that numerus Palmyrenorum dedicates the tem / plum ui ignis consumptum to
Bel, also near the fortress at Porolissum and not inside.

One of the most important criteria in this discussion must be the issue of the
right to erect altars. On the basis of epigraphic pieces of evidence, A. v.
Domaszewski denies the ‘peregrine troops’ right to benefit from a collection of
religious instruments or worship building, stating that the only one who had this right
was the commander of the troop'®. If the soldiers did not have this right, who would

B p_ catalano, Aspetti spaziali del sisterna giuridico-religioso romano, ANRW 11.16.1, 1978, p. 473-478.
24 5ee J. Jung, Inschrift aus Apulum, JOAI 12, Bbl. 139, n. 1. This is also confirmed by the name of the
person making the dedication, who proved to be a traveller, so it is theoretically impossible for him to
have been a soldier in a legion, cf. IDR Ill/5, 172. Also L. lulius Leuganus custos of a sanctuary,
probably of the Roman citizens in the canabae (qui consistunt ad legionem), cf. IDR ili/5, 286.

'25 C.C. Petolescu, Varia Daco-Romana (Xil), TD 8, 1-2, 1987, p. 200-202.

'26 Cf. I. Piso, Prosopographia Coloniae Dacicae Sarmizegetusae, AMN 24-25, 1992 with bibliography.

27 The result of this is not that the sacerdos dei was part of the troop, the mention of the unit proving
the affinity of the troop for a certain god, see |. Piso, Studia Porolissensia (l). Le temple Dolichénien,
AMN 38/1, 2001, p. 228-229. However, there is no doubt that the troop could also include priests, since
a sacerdos mentioned in the papyri PDur 89 was part of the coh. XX Palmyrenorum, see R. O. Fink,
Roman Military Records on Papyrus, London, 1971, p. 193. For the plan and the details regarding
archaeological excavations in the temple at Porolissum, see N. Gudea, D. Tamba, op. cit., (n. 45) p. 233,
pl.5,7,9.

128 Cf. Domaszewski 1895, p. 112.
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be interested in such a big temple dedicated to Mithras inside a fortress like that in
Porolissum'%?

Only some of the officers, like in Carrawburgh? That would be hard to believe!

Even the worship of the Genius had a limited character, since military law only
allowed the officers (principales) to benefit from the right to found collegia, probably
starting W|th Hadrian’s reign, most of them being known since the times of Septimius
Severus Surely common soldiers were forbidden to dedicate altars and form colle-
g/a , but |t is obvious that the officers or subofficers had the right to dedicate inscrip-
tions to divinities, Genii for instance. If optio, for example dedlcates an altar to the Genio
legionis et centuriae or the Genius of an auxiliary troop 2 then he probably acts as the
representative of all the soldiers.

We have few obvious attestations of temples connected to the interior of some
fortifications in Rome. Regarding the fortress of Praetorian cohorts, we learn that *...item
antistes sacerdos templi Martis castror(um) pr(aetorium)’ (CIL VI 2256), and in the case
of ‘castra peregrina ...Domitius Bassus (centurio) fr(umentarius) agens vice principis
peregrinorum templum lovis reducis c(astrorum) p(eregrinorum) omni cultu de suo
exornavit (CIL VI 428) 3. As protective gods of the respective fortresses, it is most likely
for the temples dedicated to them to be located in the principia as well, the official
character of these cults being expressed quite obviously through their names, usually
using the formula Aug(ustorum)™* and being associated to the Genio imp(eratoris) or the
Genius of the troop, like in the case of Hercules'®. But even in this case it is difficult to
explain the existence of temples inside fortresses, if, as we were noting, no building here
benefited from an inauguratio, but the entire fortification. Consequently, either the
respective temples were in the proximity of the fortresses mentioned, or there were
exceptions in the case of Rome, just as the temple of Mars Ultor was placed along the
line of the forum of Augustus in Rome, although the cities were in an obviously different
situation. That sacerdos templi does not indicate, as it is the case elsewhere, that the
character was part of the military unit garrison of the fortress here, but only that he held
this function outside the fortress, where the temple was. The inscriptions that mention
temples here do not indicate that they would be inside the fortification, their existence
being more probable in the proximity of the fortification. Another illustrative example is
the location of the temples in the legionary fortress at Corbridge, where the precinct of
the fortification itself was modified in order to provide the necessary space for the
placement of the temples in the immediate vicinity of the fortress, with an opening to one
of the main roads, fortification that becomes sinuous in this area.’* Here, the entire area
was reconstructed at some point in the 3 C. A.D., and the organization of the buildings

2% |n the mithraeum discovered near the fortress at Carrawborough, there was enough space for 10-12

people, and altars were only dedicated by prefects, I. A. Richmond, J. P. Gillam, op. cit. (n. 49), passim;
E Blrley op. cit. (n. 49), p. 45-49.
% See B. Campbell, op. cit. (n. 2), p. 136 sqq.
Emperors ordered the guvernors of the provinces not to allow the existence of corporations’ clubs,
not to permit soldiers to form clubs inside the fortifications, cf. Dig. 47.22.1 (Marcianus Ill — in the times
of Caracalla).
32 - See Domaszewski 1895, p. 111.
® Domaszewski 1895, p. 47, nr. 87, 88,
L|ke for example Herculi Aug(ustorum) at Aquincum (sec. lll), Domaszewski 1895, p. 113.
° Domaszewski 1895, p. 47, nr. 89, 91. A similar situation is noted also in the case of the Campestres,
Celtic divinities connected to cavalery troops associated for instance to the Genio alae HfiJspanorum
Asturum (CIL VII 510), see Domaszewski 1895, nr. 94.

* The areas with temples identified at Corbridge were named, due to their particular character, sacred
enclaves in close connection to the military installations in the fortress, cf. I. A. Richmond, op. cit. (n. 89),
1943, p. 136-146.
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inside the fortress, including those in its immediate vicinity, was modified'®’. As a
consequence, it could be argued that nothing could have stopped the legionaries from
building the respective temples inside the precinct. On the contrary, that would have
made easier the rather strange diversion of the fortress precinct, so as to make room for
the sacred areas, as it was obvious from the very beginning that they must have been
placed in the immediate vicinity of the fortification.

Other pieces of evidence that have been connected directly to the existence of
temples are the finds in three rooms in the area of the second courtyard, actually a
basilica, of the building headquarter at Carnuntum (Fig. 12)'*. A statue of Hercules and
an altar dedicated to the genius of the fortress were discovered in one of the rooms (C).
The so-called ‘temples’**® at Carnuntum were rightfully interpreted by H. v. Petrikovits as
being scholae or reunion places'®, and have never been referred to as templum.

Or, all the above-mentioned examples are dated towards the end of the 39C.AD,
and the location of only a few of them is known (e.g. Carnuntum), this being, once again,
inside the headquarter building. Therefore, after the Principate age, there is evidence of
the existence of sacred places where altars were dedicated, but which could not be
proper aedes, similar to an aedes principiorum.

Bibliographic abbreviations

ArchAel = Archaeologia Aeliana 4" Series, Newcastle u. Tyne.
Benea, Bona 1994 = D. Benea, P. Bona, Tibiscum, Bucuresti 1994.
BICS = Bulletin of the Institute of Classical Studies. School of

Advanced Study. University of London.
Bona, Petrovszky, Petrovszky 1982 = P. Bona, R. Petrovszky, M. Petrovszky, Tibiscum.
Cercetari arheologice (I) 1976-1979, AMN 19, 1982, p.

311-330.

Diaconescu 2005 = Al. Diaconescu, Statuaria majora in Dacia, Cluj-Napoca
2005.

Domaszewski 1895 = A. von Domaszewski, Die Religion des romischen Heeres,
Trier 1895.

Gudea 2002 = N. Gudea, indreptari arheologice. 1. Note la “Mithraea
in Dacia”, Apulum 39 2002, p. 618-621.

Gudea et alii 1986 = N. Gudea, E. Chirila, Al. V. Matei, |. Bajusz, D. Tamba,

Raport preliminar privind sdpaturile arheologice si lucrarile
de conservare si restaurare executate la Porolissum in anii
1983-1985, AMP 10, 1986, p. 119-155.

Johnson 1987 = A. Johnson, Rémische Kastelle des 1. und 2. Jahr-
hunderts n. Chr. in Britannien und in den germanischen
Provinzen des Rdmerreiches, Mainz a. Rhein 1987.

Limes 16 Rolduc 1995 (1997) = Proceedings of the XVIth International Congress of
Roman Frontier Studies, Rolduc 1995 (Oxford 1997).

¥ |dem, op. cit., p. 146. The legal position of temples is defined as folows: Sacra loca ea sunt, quae
publice sunt dedicata, sive in civitatem sint sive in agro. Sciendum est locum publicum tunc sacrum fieri
posse, cum princeps eum dedicavit vel dedicandi dedit potestatem (Dig. 1, 8, 9.).

% See R. Fellmann, Die Principia des Legionslagers Vindonissa und das Zentralgebdude der
romischen Lager und Kastelle, Brugg 1958, p. 132-133, Ab. 55; H. Stiglitz, M. Kandler, W. Jobst,
Carnuntum, loc. cit. (n. 70)

"% Domaszewski 1895, p. 49.

"? Petrikovits 1975, n. 88.



PLACES OF WORSHIP IN FORTS 105

Petrikovits 1975 = H. von Petrikovits, Die Innenbauten rémischer Legi-
onslager wahrend der Prinzipatszeit, Dusseldorf-Opladen
1975.

Piso, Benea 1999 = |. Piso, D. Benea, Epigraphica Tibiscensia, AMN, 36, I,
1999, p. 91-108.

Popescu 2004 = M. Popescu, La religion dans I'armée romaine de Dacie,
Bucarest 2004.

Speidel, Dimitrova-Milceva 1978 = M.P. Speidel, Al. Dimitrova-MilCeva, The Cult of the
Genii in the Roman Army and a New Military Deity,
ANRW II, 16.2, 1978, p. 1542-1555.






Irina Nemeti, Sorin Nemeti

PLANETS, GRADES AND SOTERIOLOGY
IN DACIAN MITHRAISM

Introduction

The Iranian god Mithra was deeply transformed after his integration into a
Hellenistic mystery structure, where he has always manifested himself as a triumphant
god (invictus), as a creator and savior of the world’. His cult enjoyed a wide popularity in
the province of Dacia as well, where it was exemplified by the votive altars dedlcated to
him and by the reliefs with Mithras as a bull killer, the main image of his cult’. Given the
multiple meanings of a religious symbol, we intend to investigate from a global
perspective the phenomena which have led to the appearance of this cult's icons in
Dacia. Then, our approach emphasizes the astrological meaning of the tauroctony’s
symbols, |n an attempt to overcome the ‘personification’ simplifying language used by
F. Cumont®. In order to explain the tauroctony, some authors have resorted to the Iranian
religious literature (F. Cumont, G. Widengreen, L. A. Campbell), the Greek- Roman art
(F. Saxl, E. Will) and also the astral symbolism (K. B. Starck, R. Beck, R. L. Gordon)®.

The Astral Journey of the Soul: Grades and Planets

The degrees of the initiation that Mithra's worshippers went through have been
known for a long time — thanks to the literary texts® — but two discoveries from the XX-th
century have revealed the relationship between the seven grades and the planetary gods
who had the protective power over each of them: the mosaic on the pavement from the
mithraeum of Felicissimus in Ostia and the graffiti from the mithraeum from Santa Prisca.
This way we find out that every grade is placed under the protection (tutela) of one of the
planetary gods: Pater — Saturnus, Heliodromus — Sol Perses — Luna, Leo — lupiter, Miles
— Mars, Nymphus — Venus and Corax — Mercurius®. Origen’s testimony, Contra Celsum,
6. 22, regarding the symbolon of a ladder with seven gates on top of which there was
situated an eighth gate — symbol which Mithra’s worshippers used to have, has risen
different interpretations regarding the planetary gates that the soul of the initiated person

GIU|Ia Sfameni Gasparro, in Mysteria Mithrae (ed. U. Bianchi), Leiden 1979, p. 311.

% The Mithraic monuments in Dacia have been published in the two main repertories: F. Cumont, Textes
et monuments figurés relatifs aux mysteres de Mithra (MMM) Il, Paris 1896, p. 131-139, no. 232-308
(the inscriptions), p. 278-320, no. 136-212 (figurate monuments); M. J. Vermaseren, Corpus inscrip-
tionum et monumentorum religionis mithriacae (CIMRM), Ii, Hague, 1960, p. 273-333, no. 1916-2190;
the subsequently discovered monuments were published in scientific reviews: Al. Popa, in OmCD,
1960, p. 443-446; A. Zrinyi, RM, 1965, p. 431-432; L. Marghitan, SCIV 18, 1967, 4, p. 693-700; N.
Gudea, O. Bozu, SCIVA 28, 1977, 4, p. 333-343; N. Gudea, O. Bozu, JMS 2, 1977, 1, p. 69-73; R. L.
Gordon, JMS 2, 1977, 1, p. 73-77; Al. Popa, in Etudes mithriaques, (ed. J. Duchesne-Guillemin), Leiden
1978, p. 327-333; C. L. Baluta, SCIVA 40, 1989, 4, p. 381-385; C. M. Tatulea, Oltenia, Studii si articole,
5-6, 1984-1986, p. 41-43; about cultic buildings: C. C. Petolescu, Dacia NS 20, 1976, p. 323-334; idem,
Apulum 14, 1976, p. 455-464; Mathilda Takéacs, Apulum 24, 1987, p. 183-177; Mariana Pintilie, EN 9-
10, 1999-2000, p. 231-243; short sketches of the cult in Dacia: C. L. Baluta, in Etudes mithriaques...., p.
1-6; I. Serban, C L. Baluta, in Mysteria Mithrae..., p. 573-578.
3R L. Gordon, JMS 1, 1976, 2, p. 119.

‘M. P. Speidel, Mithras — Orion. Greek Hero and Roman Army God, Leiden 1980, p. 5.
> Hieronymus, Ep. CVIl ad Laetam: ...omnia portentosa simulacra quibus Corax, Gryphus, Miles, Leo,
Perses, Heliodromus, Pater /n/t/antur
® R. Turcan, Cultele orientale in lumea romana, Bucuresti 1998, p. 251-264, fig. 5.
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had to go through in its journey (diexodos). Celsus, quoted by Origen, enumerates the
metals the gates and the tutelary planets were made of: lead for Saturnus, tin for Venus,
bronze for Jupiter, iron for Mercury, alloy for Mars, silver for Luna and gold for Sol. These
metals are also directly connected with the qualities which define the planets as well as
with the personalities of the tutelary divinities of the gates. This way, the lead symbolizes
the slowness of Saturn, the brightness and softness of the tin make it the perfect metal
for illustrating the suave beauty of Venera, the toughness and resilience of bronze is
connected to Jupiter's personality, the iron — just as Mercury — lasts through all exhaus-
ting tasks, the alloy the stair of Mars is made of underlines the mixture, the ambiguity,
while the last two stairs are made of silver and gold, the metals which are universally
consecrated to the Moon and the Sun’. The order in which the planets are mentioned
from Saturnus to Sol does not correspond to the order of the grades / planets as they
appear in Felicissimus’ mosaic or to other planetary orders as they are known in the
ancient astrology (it's the reversed order of the week days, from Saturday to Sunday).
Celsus was seeking for an explanation of this cosmic display by attaching musical
reasoning to the Persian theology®. Although the existence of this “seven — gated ladder
of Celsus” in the mysteries is not accepted by modern exegesis, the idea of the initiated
person’s soul passing after death through the planetary spheres has known an important
scientific career thank to F. Cumont. By applying the principles of ancient astrology to the
mysteries, he assumed that the soul, whose essence was divine, ethereal, was returning
after death in the Empyrean. This way, it goes beyond the sphere of the fixed stars,
along the planetary spheres, getting rid of the virtues or the flaws it had obtalned from
the same planets when it descended on Earth, at the time of its birth®>. However in
Mithraism there is no evidence of the doctrine of the qualities and passions afferent to
the planets’. This idea of Cumont was continued with the common opinion that Mithra,
as god of a “mystery religion”, was providing his adepts the guarantee of a salvation that
was transcendent, beyond the world, of immortality and ascension to heaven. Excepting
the ambiguous text of Celsus and some Platonic hints in Porphyrius'’, obvious evidence
is also missing.

Grades of initiation

The structure of Mithraic communities in Dacia is not well known'?. Of the many
worshippers who dedicate votive inscriptions or reliefs to this god, only a certain P.
Aelius (?) Artemidorus (from an inscription preserved in a collection from Dostat) calls
himself defcurio?] sacerdos creatus a Pall.Jnis or Ad All.Jnis (R 13). The missing letters
have been arbitrarily reconstituted in IDR as sacerdos creatus a Palfmyre]nis*. This
reconstitution gives the impression that we are facing a priest “created” by a Palmyrean
community, when it seems quite clear that we are dealing with a pater whose origin is in
Macedonia (domo Macedonia) and who went then in that mithraeum where he dedicated
an altar to Mithra who is called Invictus and deus genitor. The reading Palfmyrejnis in

" R. Beck, Planetary Gods and Planetary Orders in the Mysteries of Mithra, Leiden — New York —
Kmbenhaven — Kdin 1988, p. 73-85.

® R. Turcan, Mithras Platonicus. Recherches sur 'hellénisation philosophique de Mitra (EPRO), Leiden
1975 p. 47-50.

F Cumont, Astrologie et religion chez les Grecs et les Romains, Bruxelles — Rome, 2000, p. 77-90.

R Turcan, in La soteriologia dei culti orientali nell'lmpero Romano, Leiden 1982, p. 182-183.

W Burkert, Les cultes a mystéres dans I'antiquité, Paris 1992, p. 36.

Repertory of Mithra’s worshippers in Dacia: M. Clauss, Cultores Mithrae. Die Anhangerschaft des
Mlthras Kultes, Stuttgart 1992, p. 192-208.

*IDR 111/4 30; M. J. Vermaseren, Les inscription sacrées du Mithreum de Sainte-Prisque sur I'Aventin,
in Religions de Salut (Annales du Centre d’Etude des Religions 2), Bruxelles 1962, p. 65, 69.
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row 4 is very unlikely, given the fact that between the letters A and L and the edge of the
inscription there is space for only one more letter. If that would be an M, as the authors of
IDR assume, we would have the strange abbreviation Paimnis for Palmyrenis. The relief
with an inscription from London, dedicated by a certain Ulpius Silvanus, emeritus
leg(ionis) Il Aug(ustae), ends with the formula factus Arausione, where factus is
translated by Vermaseren as appointed, confirmed, therefore a Mithraic pater ,reborn” in
Arausio. The situation is similar to that of P. Aelius (?) Artemidorus who is a creatus
pater in a settlement from Dacia or elsewhere, whose name is written in the 4-th and 5-th
rows of the inscription.

Another person from Dacia who probably had an important role in the Mithraic
hierarchy from Ulpia Traiana and Tibiscum' is Hermadio actor. The slave Hermadio
calls the god invictus, anicetus and nabarze, and after the manumissio we find him again
in Poetovio and Roma. In the latter place he dedicated a statuary group whose inscrip-
tion contains the Persian invocation Nama! '°.

Four of the altars dedicated to the Celtic goddess Epona come from Apulum, all
of them having been discovered in the praetorium of the consular governor, in the area
assigned to the stables, where |. Piso assumes there was a small cultic place of the
goddess'®. One of those who dedicated the altars was a slave, Libella, superiumentarius'’,
the overseer of the servants who took care of the governor’'s carriage horses. The altar
was built for the health of C. lulius Septimius Castinus, governor of the Dacian provinces
during the Severs dynasty. This couple of persons — the governor and his coachman — is
important because the same Castinus and Libella dedicate one altar each of them in the
V mithraeum from Aquincum. The governor’s worship is simple: Deo invicto Mithrae'®; on
the other hand, Libella has the grade /eo and proves to know the Mithraic theology by
dedicating the altar to Deus Arimanius, a personification whose iconographic
representation is a character with a serpent ascending in a spiral on its body while he is
often represented lion-headed'®.

This attempt of revealing the structure of the Mithraic communities using as a
starting point the inscriptions is quite difficult, given the fact that the worshippers avoid to
disclose their grade in the hierarchy. The symbols of the ranks present in Felicissimus’
mosaic have allowed R. Merkelbach to connect the altars with these symbols to certain
ranks®. An altar from Apulum (R 7, fig. 1) and another one from Transylvania (whose
discovery place is not specified) (R 49, fig. 2)* present on one of their facets a person
dressed in Oriental costume, wearing a Phrygian bonnet and ridding a bull, while holding
a torch in his right raised hand. R. Merkelbach believes that this is not Mithras but
Cautes — Lucifer and because of the torch’s symbol he thinks it was dedicated by a
heliodromus®. A more relevant altar is another one from Apulum dedicated Invicto
Mythrae by Dioscorus Marci, with a dolphin and a trident on each of its lateral sides (R 6,

" CIMRM 2146, 2153.

'3 Téth 1., Mithras Pannonicus, Budapest — Pecs 2003, p. 81-86.

6. Piso, Carnuntum Jahrbuch, Wien 1993-1994 (1995), p. 203-209; Adriana Rusu-Pescaru, D. Alicu,
Templele romane in Dacia, Deva 2000, p. 157.

1. Piso, op. cit., p. 203, superiumentarii et muliones in the Carnuntum inscription.

'® CIMRM 11 1774.

¥ CIMRM Il 1773; for Lion-Headed God and Deus Arimanius / Aion / Frugiferus see Hubertus von Gall,
in Etudes mithriaques, Leiden 1978, p. 511-525; H. M. Jackson, Numen 32, 1985, 1, p. 17-25; A. Blomart,
RHR 210, 1993, 1, p. 5-25.

20 R. Merkelbach, Mithras, Hain 1984, p. 86-133.

' CIMRM 1985.

22 CIMRM 2186.

2 R. Merkelbach, op. cit., p. 125-126, Abb. 156, 157.
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fig. 3)*. The dolphin is the symbol of the goddess Venus and Venus was the tutelary
planet of the grade of Nymphus®. Linked with the Nymphus grade is also a statuary
group from Porolissum which associated the goddess Venus and Amor with a mithraic
torchbearer (R 16).

Planets and Fixed Stars

Celsus, quoted by Origen, declares that Mithra’s worshippers had a symbolon of
“the two celestial revolutions, one of the fixed stars and one of the planets, and of the
road the soul take through and beyond them”. The symbol is that of the seven metal
ladders under the patronage of the planets?®. The Mithraic monuments indicate that the
mysteries were preoccupied with the two celestial revolutions. The reading of the
tauroctony from an astrological perspective, the presence of the zodiac constellations
and of the planetary busts or altars in the Mithraic monuments’ iconography from the
Empire, are a confirmation of Celsus’ words.

Our intention is that of discovering in the Mithraic monuments from Dacia — which
are in generally characterized by stereotypy and a redundant repetition of the icono-
graphic pattern — the preoccupation for the celestial diexodos of the soul, emphasized by
the’ paranatellonta’ s constellations or by the celestial revolution of the planets.

While listing the ways Mithras is worshiped, Nonnos Mythographos also
mentions the emergence of a certain mystery religion of Mithras, “especially among
astrologers™”. The attempt of interpreting the tauroctony scene from an astrologic
perspective led to a communis opinio, namely that before they were actors of an Iranian
myth of an avestic Mithras, the characters and the objects represented in the scene are
the image of the equatorial constellations. We are dealing with the zodiacal signs
between Taurus and Scorpius and paranatellonta, namely those constellations that
appear North or South of the zodiacal signs; when we are talking about the tauroctony,
we are dealing with the Southern constellations, situated below the summer zodiacal
signs. Therefore, the summer zodiacal signs from Taurus to Scorpius are: Taurus,
Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra and Scorpius, while South of them there is the
paranatellonta of the summer signs (from left to right): Spica (/lucida from Virgo, Alpha
Virginis), Corvus, Crater, Hydra and Canis Minor (fig. 4)%.

We can recognize most of these constellations in the characters involved in the
tauroctony scene: Taurus is the bull sacrificed by Mithras, Spica is the ear of wheat that
sometimes ends the bull’s tail, Corvus is the raven from the god’s mantle, Crater and Leo
often form a symbolic group — the krater vessel and the lion — placed in different parts of
the scene, and in the lower part, from left to right we find the following constellations:
Scorpius (the scorpion that stings the genitals of the buil), Hydra (the snake) and Canis
Minor (the dog stretching toward the stabbed neck of the bull).

Given the fact that the bull, the raven, the scorpion, the snake and the dog are
the characters involved in the tauroctony act and their presence is therefore necessary
in that scene not only for astrological reasons, we will analyze only those monuments
on which the complementary symbols are present: the ear of grain and the lion-krater

group.

24 CIMRM 1942-1943; IDR 11I/5 273.

%5 R. Merkelbach, op. cit., p. 384, Abb. 151.

BR. Turcan, Mithras Platonicus..., p. 47-52.

%M. P. Speidel, op. cit., p. 1.

%% |bidem, p. 1-18; R. Beck, Planetary Gods..., p. 20-21, no. 46.
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The lion-krater group is present on the reliefs with three registers from Apulum
and Sarmizegetusa from Dacia, behind Cautes, near the right edge, either as a lion with
a krater in front of him, or — in the simplified version — as a lion head above a krater (8
pieces) (R 1, 2 — fig. 5, 4, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28). This combination appears only twice on
those reliefs that have only one register from Ulpia Traiana (R 21, 24). Thirteen pieces
belonging to some special iconographic types contain only the /eo symbol (R 11, 14, 15,
29, 34, 36, 37, 38, 43, 44, 46, 48). Spica is present only on seven of the Dacian reliefs,
and all of them contain complementary symbols and keys for deciphering the astrologic
and soteriologic message (R 3, 4, 12, 32, 33, 40, 44). On many Dacian reliefs one can
notice the absence of the scorpion from the tauroctony scene, though we cannot specify
if this omission is due to hazard or if it is an intentional one (the Scorpius constellation
cannot be seen in the sky among the equatorial constellations).

Some tauroctony icons contain explicit or implicit references to the revolution of
the fixed stars by displaying some zodiacal signs®®. On a relief from Ulpia Traiana with
only one register (R 32) under Sol, to the left, instead of Cautopates, there is a tree
above a lion (Leo) that rests his paw on a ram head (the Aries zodiacal sign). Most
Mithraic zodiacs start with Aries and in the zodiacal semicircle whose first sign is Aries,
the Leo sign is placed toward the zenith, while the last visible sign is that of Libra. This is
the display of the vault of heaven during the vernal equinox™.

We meet the same situation on a relief from Dostat through the display and the
attributes of the torchbearers and in the statuary groups from the mithraeum at Ulpia
Traiana and Apulum (R 8, 9, 12, 41, 42, 50). On the relief from Dostat (R 12 - fig. 6), the
position of the torchbearers is the one we traditionally meet on the Danubian reliefs:
Cautes to the right, beneath Luna, Cautopates to the left, beneath Sol®'. Unlike other
reliefs from Dacia, this one presents an additional element; Cautes holds in his right
hand a bull's head and Cautopates holds a scorpion. The ascribing of the signs to the
torchbearers tells us that their scene corresponds to the zodiacal semicircle between
Taurus and Scorpius (the signs from Taurus to Scorpius, with Leo to the zenith and the
paranatellonta). In Taurus, the sun is rising from the vernal equinox toward the summer
solstice; therefore Cautes is lifting the torch, while in Scorpius it descends from the
autumnal equinox toward the winter solstice, so that Cautopates is lowering the torch.
We discover the same situation in the statuary groups from mithraea: two statues of
Cautes with the bull head come from Apulum (R 8, 9) and again two statues of Cautes
with the bull head and one of Cautopates with the scorpion come from Ulpia Traiana (R 41,
42, 50 — fig. 7). To the right and left of the tauroctony group there are the statues of the
torchbearers whose zodiacal signs used to establish the inner cosmic orientation of the
mithraeum, the only one that mattered to the believers, to the prejudice of the real
astronomical order. Mithras is placed in the right position, as Porphyrius tells us, between
the equinoxes®. The name of Mesites points to the place of the god in the cosmogonic
taurochtonia of the Greek-Roman mysteries. His location at the equinox, between light
and shadows — when day and night are equal, between Cautes and Cautopates,
provides him the character of a "median” god®*.

% The zodiacal signs appear also on a medallion of clay with Sol in quadriga (R 45). From the circle of
zodiac are preserved only the signs Virgo, Leo and Cancer. Relationships of this piece with the mithraic
cult are uncertain.

YR, Beck, Planetary Gods..., p. 22, 24-25.

3 J. R. Hinnels, JMS, 1, 1976, p. 38

2 R, Beck, Planetary Gods..., p. 24-27.

¥ R. L. Gordon, JMS I, 1976, 2, p. 127-130.

¥ R. Turcan, Mithras Platonicus. .., p. 14-22; idem, Cultele orientale..., p. 255-256.
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The revolution of the fixed stars in the sky is oriented toward West and to the
right, the same as the tauroctony scene, like a celestial map or, as R. Beck put it, like a
map of a via salutis®

As the cultic monuments and the preserved texts show, the initiation used to take
place under the tutelary power of the planets. The symbolon of Celsus was also referring
to the revolution of the seven planets. Some exceptional Mithraic monuments display the
seven planetary gods’ busts in different orders: the relief from Bologna, the plate from
Brigetio, the mosaics from the Ostian mithraea (Sette Sfere, Sette Porte, Felicissimus),
but most of them present only a row of seven (or more) undlfferentlated altars, grouped
between the symbols of the day and night stars, Sol and Luna®. For R. Turcan, the
seven altars represent the planetary multiplication of the tauroctony, the saving
multiplication of this sacrifice that brings the total renovation of the world and, implicitly,
of the souls. The sidereal group of seven represents the world above the terrestrial one,
while when it is related to the tauroctony it involves its universal meaning, which is both
spatial and temporal, and the seven altars symbolize not only the planetary gods but also
the time lapses dominated by the errantes stars — the great cyclical week’’. In Dacia, the
row of altars (7 and 9) has been found on 20 monuments and probably in other two
uncertain cases (R 1, 3, 4, 5, 10, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 27, 28, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35,
39, 40, 47). Only on two monuments — the ones from Vint (R 5 — fig. 8) and Apulum (R 10)

— there is a sequence of nine altars®®; on all the other monuments where the row was
preserved intact, the number of the altars is seven (fig. 9) and they have been interpreted
as representing the group of the seven planetary gods.

The ancient astrology and the mysteries certify the existence of several
competing planetary orders: the Chaldean order or that of the distances between the
planets and the Earth in the geocentric system, the horoscope order, the order of the
week days in astrology in general®, the order of the busts on the tablet from Brigetio, the
order of the tutelary planets of the ranks (from the mithraeum of Felicissimus and the one
from Santa Prisca) and two versions of the week days order (the symbolon of Celsus and
the planetary busts on the relief from Bologna, in the Mithraic mysteries)*. The lack of
additional clues makes it difficult to specify the order in which the sequence of the seven
altars should be read. The analogy of a relief coming probably from Potaissa with the
relief from Bologna might shed some light in this problem.

The relief from Bologna, an adapted Danubian model, presents on the upper
arched edge the busts of the seven planetary gods, having Sol to the left extremity and
Luna to the right. Below the luminaries we can see Cautes, to the right, below Luna
and associated with a bull head, and Cautopates to the left, below Sol and associated
with the scorpion; therefore, the celestial area between the torchbearers is taken by the
sequence of the zodiacal constellations between Taurus and Scorpius (Taurus, Gemini,

* R. Beck, Planetary Gods..., p. 73-85, p. 83, p. 28: “The tauroctony depicts a great act of salvation
(...). To realize that salvation for the initiate a process and a route are needed. That process and route
are defined in one forme in the grade structure of the cult, and they involve, as we now know, a
passage under the tutelary powers of the planets in a certain unusual and evocative order. This is in
some sense (...) a celestial journey. But the heavens, we know, are incorporated in the icon which
expresses the central salvific event, overtly as a precise arrangement of the constellations symbols
deflnlng a particular tract of the heavens. Here, then, is another «map» of the via salutis”.

® Ibidem, p. 1-73, 91-101; L. A. Campbell, Mithraic Iconography and Ideology, Leiden 1968, p. 101-102;
R Merkelbach, op. cit., p. 77-86.

" R. Turcan, in Entretiens sur I'antiquité classique. Tome XXVII. Le sacrifice dans I'antiquité, Genéve
1982 p. 364-365.

R Beck, Apulum 22, 1985, p. 45-51.

* A. Bouché — Leclercq, Istoria divinatiei in Antichitate, |, Bucuresti, 1999, p. 193-203.
“* R. Beck, Planetary Gods..., p. 1-34.
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Cancer, Leo - to the zenith, Virgo, Libra and Scorpius) and the paranatellonta. In order
to discover the meaning of the planets’ order, R. Beck has distributed the zodiacal signs
divided in decans (circle segments of 10°, three decans for each zodiacal sign); the
planets start with the first decan from Aries (the vernal equinox) and the first planet in the
Chaldean order is Mars. Therefore, the order of the planets on the relief from Bologa is
the order of the tutelary planets of the central decan from the zodiacal signs situated
between Taurus and Scorpius: Luna, the central decan from Taurus, Mars from Gemini,
Mercur from Cancer, lupiter from Leo, Venus from Virgo, Saturnus from Libra and Sol
from Scorpius. This is the order of the planets from Bologna, from left to right, beginning
with Luna (in the central decan from Taurus) and ending with Sol (in the central decan
from Scorpius)*'.

A relief discovered at Potaissa (R 44 — fig. 10) presents the same way of
connecting the planets with the zodiacal constellations by using the decanat. It contains
the tauroctony with all its elements (including Spica) and even an additional cypress
behind each torchbearer. Upward, above Mithras' head, having Sol in the left and Luna
in the right, there is a lion's mask. The explicit presence of this central term discloses the
planetary order from Bologna, where lupiter, the tutelary god of the /eo grade is watching
over the central decan from the Leo constellation. In the altars’ sequence from Barberini
fresco, the central altar is replaced by the lion head of a character that is conventionally
called Aion. The order on the relief from Dacia seems to be the following: Luna (Mars,
Mercur), lupiter (Venus, Saturn) Sol*%.

This planetary order that begins with Luna ends with Sol, having lupiter in a
central position; the order of the planets that dominate the central decan of the constella-
tions between Taurus and Scorpius is the reverse order of the week days, from Monday
to Sunday. It doesn’t correspond to the order of the initiation grades’ patronage, but to
the order of the planetary gates that has been transmitted by Celsus (the reverse order
of the week days, from Saturday to Sunday, namely Saturn, Venus, lupiter, Mercur,
Mars, Luna, Sol). Although other planetary orders have been certified in the Mithraic
mysteries as well (the order of the grades, the one on the plate from Brigetio, the
groupings from Sette Sfere and Sette Porte), it is possible that this should be the right
order of reading the sequence of the undifferentiated Danubian altars. The order is
certified by monuments of Danubian origin (the reliefs from Bologna and Potaissa) and
the series of seven altars appears mainly on Danubian monuments, where Luna is
always situated to the left and Sol to the right.

This assumption seems to be supported by a sequence of different altars and
symbols that appear on a relief from Apulum (R 3). Mitras as a bull-killer is present in the
center accompanied by all the elements, including Spica. Sol is situated to the right and
a sunray comes from him toward Mithras, while Luna is situated to the left. A raw of
seven altars separated by groups of two or three symbols appears above: a stick with a
Phrygian cap, a tree, a knife. Four altars are accompanied by all the three symbols, while
the other three only by two, every time in a different combination (the first altar from the
left — tree and knife, the second — stick with cap and knife, the last from the right — stick
with cap and tree). If we consider that out of the seven altars only those accompanied by
two symbols are differentiated and if we interpret the altars as planetary gods using the
order of the relief from Bologna, we get the following sequence: Luna (the bust of the
moon, altar, stick with cap and tree), Mars, Mercur, lupiter, Venus (altars and groups of
three symbols), Saturn (altar, stick with cap and knife), Sol (the bust of Sol, altar, tree
and knife). This way, the tutelary planets of the first three grades are differentiated: Pater
(Saturn), Heliodromus (Sol) and Perses (Luna), the altar of Saturn — pater being accom-

“1 Op. cit., p. 17-25.
42 Op. cit., p. 26, 32.
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panied by symbols as the stick with the Phrygian cap and the knife, just like in the
mosaic from Felicissimus’ mithraeum.

The sequence of undifferentiated altars that appear on the Danubian reliefs
between Luna (left) and Sol (right) is the symbol of the other celestial revolution of the
planets — errantes that move in the sky in a reverse direction than that of the immobile
stars, toward East and to the left. These planetary spheres the soul of the initiated
person goes through are arranged in an order that involves the zodiac as well: the
reverse order of the week days, the order in which the planets rule the central decan of
the zodiacal signs from Taurus to Scorpius, order that appears also in the symbolon of
Celsus.

The Dacian monuments that present the sequence of altars, the additional
constellations (Spica, Crater and Leo) and zodiacal signs that divide in an astral way the
scene during the vernal equinox (Aries, Taurus, Scorpius) are big size monuments (R 3 —
1,13 x145m R4-120x1m,R12-0,89x 1,43 m, R 32 - 0,94 x 1,33 m), cultic
reliefs which used to serve as models for the votive ones. They come from those
mithraea whose inner sides were cosmically oriented, reliefs that display a cosmic map
of the salvation path that has been conceived by a pater, studiosus astrologiae.

Repertory of the Dacian Monuments*’

Alba lulia - (Apulum).

1. CIMRM Il 1935-1936; MMM Il 192, 242; CIL Il 1109; IDR 111/5, 280.

Marble relief with inscription, D — 62 x 63 x 8 cm; Brukenthal Museum, Inv. No. 7162.

The central scene represents Mithras as a bull-killer, with all the characters involved and the
torchbearers appear on both sides of Mithras, in the typical crossed-legged position and wearing
Oriental dress. Especially Cautopates captures the attention as he seems to hold a scorpion in his right
hand. Behind Cautes, there is a krater above which one can notice a lion in a vertical position. On the
upper row, under scapha lunata, we can see seven altars and then, after templum caelestis, there is a
ram and above it a dog.

2. CIMRM 11 1958-1959; IDR 11I/5, 271; V. Christescu, Dacia 3-4, 1927-1932, p. 620-622; C. Daicoviciu,
Dacia 7-8, 1937-1940, p. 308.

Marble relief with inscription, D — 63 x 74 x 3.5 cm; MUAI, Inv. No. 225/1.

In the central register, next to the classical scene of Mithras as a bullkiller, there are also other
representations. Among them, toward the left edge, we can see a krater and above it a lion in a vertical
position, with his tongue stuck out. In the upper register, after the representation of the bull in a boat,
there also two rams.

3. CIMRM 11 1973; MMM 11 193.

Marble relief, D — 113 x 145 x 10-23 cm; MUAI, Inv. No. 203/II.

The relief presents the taurochtonia scene at the center — Mithras kills the bull whose tail ends with
wheat ears. Out of the two torchbearers, Cautes captures our attentions as he holds an object in his left
hand, probably a bull head, a zodiacal sign that we meet frequently in this character's representations.
On the rounded edge of this piece, between the busts of Sol and Luna, there have been represented
alternatively seven sacrificial knives, seven altars with a lit fire on them, seven sticks with a Phrygian
bonnet on their top and seven trees. Sol is represented with a nimbus and a crown formed of eleven
rays out of which one is extended, falling upon Mithras.

4. CIMRM 11 1972; MMM 11 192 bis.
Sandstone relief, D — 120 x 100 x 8 cm; MUAI, Inv. No. 204/Il.

3 The pieces in this repertory are not new, being known to the specialists. This is the reason why will
not insist upon their description but we will present them briefly, mentioning only the details regarding
the iconographical motives that are the target of our study.
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Mithras as a bullkiller is represented at the center, assisted by the two torchbearers. The bull’s tail ends
with wheat ears. Behind Cautes, there is a lion seizing a krater. In the upper register, among the typical
narrative scenes, seven altars are represented in a row.

5. CIMRM Il 1974; MMM [l 194; F. Cumont, AErt 13, 1893, 290.

Marble relief, D — 25 x 21 cm; private collection, Budapest.

Mithras as a bullkiller appears at the center. The two torchbearers are represented in Oriental dress,
this time without the specific bonnets and their legs are not crossed. Both of them hold the torch (one of
them upward and the other downward) in their right hand while both have on their left shoulder a stick
on top 